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dustrial arbitration law. I hope the
second reading will be carried. If the
measure passes with but slight amendment,
it will prove of distinct advantage to
Western Australia.

On motion by Hon. J. Cornell debate
adjourned.

BILL -LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.
Received from the Assembly, and read

a first time.

Rouse adjourned at zo.s5 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-STATE SHIPPING
SERVICE.

Mr. LAMOND asked the Honorary Min-
ister (Hon. S. W. Munsie): 1, In view of
the fact that the steamship "Bambra"l has
not sufficent accommodation to cope with
the passenger trade flow offering on the
North-West c-oast, is it the intention of the
Government to replace the "Bambra" with
one or more vessels suitably designed for
the trade? 2, If so, can he give the ap-
proximate date when the chiange-over will
be made?

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE replied: 1, The
matter is receiving serious consideration. 2,
The inquiries are incomplete, and in those
circumnstances a definite statement is not
possible.

BILL-LAND AND INCOME TAX AS-
SLSSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.
Rend a third 'time and transmitted to the

Council.

BILIr-TREAS CRY BILLS ACT
A MENDM,]ENT.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier-Boul-
der) j4.36) in moving the second reading
said: Tils Bill is required to aultLorise an
increase in the maximum rate of interest for
Treasury bills fronm 5 per cent. to 6 per
cent. The original Act of 1893 provided
icr t' maximum rate of 5 per cent. AnL
amendment was passed in 1916 giving the
Colonial Treasurer discretionary power to
Jut rease the rate of interest up till two
years hter the termination of the war. No
further authority was sought from Parlia-
ment, and so the rate reverted tn the orig-
inal amount of 5 per cent. Money cannot
be obtained at that price, and therefore it
is desirable that the Treasurer should have
nuthority to issue Treasury bills at the
current rate of interest. Many bills carry-
ing 6 per cent, interest, issued during the
period 1916-20, have fallen due, and we
have been unable to -renew them because
people would nut hand in a 6 per cent. bill
and take a 5 per cent. bill in return for it,
more especially when investmients could be
obtained at the higher rate of interest.

Mr. Taylor: At the 6 per Cent. rate.
The PREMIER: Yes, and in many in-

stanlce, perhaps more. Something like
£39,000 of 6 per cent. Treasury bills falling
due was paid off last year. Through our
not having authority to pay a rate in excess
of .5 per cent., that money was lest to the
Treasury. This is a popular method of in-
vestment by small people, and it is desirable
that the Treasurer should have the power to
increase the rate of interest. I move-

Thet the Bill be now reed a second
time.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a. second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and!
the report adopted.

BILL-GENElA LOAN AND IN-
SCRIBED STOCK ACT CONTINU-
ANCE.

Second Reading.
The PREMIER (Hfon. P. Collier-Boul-

der) [4.42] in moving the second reading
said: The object of this Bill is similar to
that of the measure we have just passed. it
is required to authiorise the present rate of
interest on inscribed stock and debentures.
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being extended till December, 1925. Last
session authority was obtained for a rate
not exceeding 6 per cent., but that authority
was limited to the end of December, 1924.
Under the General Loan and Inscribed
Stock Act the maximum rate of interest is
fixed at 4 per cent., but that has been varied
by amending Acts from time to time, which
Acts have been limited to a period of one
year. The authority to pay 6 per cent. will
expire on the 31st December next, so, hav-
ing in mind the rate of interest we are
compelled to pay in order to obtain money,
it is necessary that the authority be ex-
tended for another year. I move-

Via the Bill be noto read a second
time.
Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Comitteec.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, an(d
the report adopted.

BILL-DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Beading,

Debate resumed from the 15th October.

Hon. Sir JAMAES'M ITCHELL (Northam)
[4.45]J: The Bill is designed mainly to
relieve n~ing companies. We have already
been engaged in affording the owners of
mines some relief under the Land and In-
come Tax Assessment Act Amendment Bill.
The latter measure declarca that no tax
shall he paid until the capital expended on
a mine has been repaid in full. The pre-
sent measure decla-res that no dividend duty
shall be paid on. profits earned by a mine
after the 30th June of this year until such
profits as equal fbo amount of share
capital subhscribed have also been re-
paid. The Bill is in no way retrospec-
tive. It represents one way of encour-
aging people to invest money in join-
ing. We have also to remember that many
wining investors draw titter blainks. In that
ease, of course, they have no dividend duty
to pay, seeing that there are no dividends
to pay duty on. However, the exemption
here proposed wtill induce people to invest
in mining ventures. On the other hand,
many companies have paid dividends--some
of theni very considerable dividends indeed.
In the past over 20 millions sterling have
been paid in dividends; but those palmy
days have passed, and the industry is strug-
gling. I agree with the Premier that ire
ought to assist the industry, and this Bill
represents one means of doing it. Still,
uinder the arrangement proposed it may hap-
pen that where money is subscribed to a.
new share issue in an old company and divi-
dends. are paid, the people who benefit will

not be only the new shareholders, but also
the men who are now holding shares and are
not subscribers to the nekv capital. They
will have their dividends freed of taxation
without any justification. I mentioned this
to the Premier the other day; but I have to
confess jthat, after discussing the question
with him, I recognise that there is no means
of differentiating, though it does not seem.
right that men who have already had their
money back several times over should bene-
fit from anl exemption to which they have no
claim. If we could get over the difficulty,
we would not agree to such men benefiting
now.

The Premier: It would not occur in many
eases.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It would
occur in some cases, though perhaps only in
a few. Generally, I agree that tho idea of
the Bill is a good one, and 1 consider that
it might well be applied to other industries.
I can make that suggestion, but without
much chance of its being accepted.

The Premier: On the other hand, we
might tax the prosperous industries with a
view to relieving the others.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:, We have
been increasing taxation recently on the
other industries; for instance, oal the in-
dustry of the man on the land.

The Premier: There is niot much capital
at present going into mining ventuores.

lIron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Capital
will go into them. Wilunia is one case. 1
hope that Wiluna will turn out well, and
that considerable capital will bc, put in there.
I hope, too, that the shareholders will put in
enough capital to enable the mines to be
wvorkied satisfa2torily. Nearly all our min-
ing companies hitherto have suffered from
want of sufficient working capital. At Wil-
uiii, I understand, it is proposed to put in
enough capital to give the mines a fighting
chance. I in nto way oppose the Bill. We
all hope mining will flourish again. We are
all proud of the fact that Western Austra-
lian gold mines have paid 28 millions stcr-
lins in dividends.

The Minister for Mines: Western Aus-
tralia has paid out in gold 160 million sterl-
ing.

Rion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We read
that every dayj in the quarterly returns, and
very good reading it is. It is a record o
which we are all proud.

The Minister for Mines: I1 should like to
see it recur.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes;
may' history repeat itself. We have all tried
to find some meanis of assisting maining in
suceh a manner as to promute active pros-
pecting; but so far no means have been
discovered. It lust amounts to this: if good
mines are found, and if people who are
willing to put money into themi can be
found, all will be well. But first one must
make the gold discovery, and secondly, one
iust get the investors with money. With-
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out those factors, it is impossible to do any-
thing. Another reason why we should en-
courage mining ;s that we have our railway
system on the goldfields, and that it is doing
very little. That is one ground why we
should encourage mining, and at the same
time encourage half a do~ca other indus-
tries. I support the Bill.

Mr. THOMSON\ (Katanning) [4.35]: It
affords ine great personal satisfaction to
support the Bill, and to see one of the
planks of my party's platform at the last
election being put into effect. I con-
gratulate the Government on the steps
they are taking to encourage the mining
industry. While all Governments have
been extremely desirous of assisting that
industry unfortunately it did not derive
any benefit whatever front the war, but,
on the contrary, had many disabilities im-
posed on it in the form of increased costs.
I trust the measure will have the result
at which the Government are aiming, to
encourage people to put money into
mining; and T hope a resuscitation of
mining will eventuate. A great new gold-
field would be the best migration agent
Western Australia could possibly have. It
would bring thousands of people here, and
much capital as well.

Mr. SAMPSON (Swan) [4.56]: Those
of us who were here in the nineties,
locally known its ''The Roaring Nineties,''
will welcome any attempt to revive the
gold mining industry. In those days that
industry was a great asset to the State, as
indeed it still is. It is now hoped that as
the result of the consideration which the
Treasurer proposes to grant by the present
Bill, there will be definite and practical
encouragement given to mining. We
realise that the principle embodied in the
Bill is wrong; but the exigencies of the
position warrant a departure front prin-
ciple and a resort to what may be termed
expediency. Accordingly no one in this
Chamber, I an, sure, will oppose the
passing of the measure. I earnestly hope
that as a result of this amendment of the
law financial backers of gold mining will
take heart, and since the Government
have given them this encouragement
will put more money into mining. Thus
we may look in dlays not too far distant
for a recurrence of those prosperous
times in gold mining which some of us
experienced in the nineties.

M.%r. TAYLOR (Mft. Margaret) [4.581:
As there is no apparent opposition to the
Bill, there is no necessity for goldfields
members to put up anyv defence for it.
But when it is all over, T dto not think the
Government will have lost a great deal
on new ventures. If the new ventures
are rich propositions. they will soon be
paving dividends. The ventures which
will be protected Iby this Bill will be low-

grade propositions which will be working
for a considerable time on low dividends,
so that a considerable period must elapse
before the shareholders get their capital
returned to them. In that respect this
amending Bill will induce people to invest
their capital more readily in our gold
mines. We have heard a glood deal about
legislation in this Parliament and also in
the Federal Parliament inilitating against
speculators putting their money into gold
mining ventures, on account of these being
heavily handicapped by taxation. I am
pleased the Government of Western Aus-
tralia are relieving them so far as it is
possible to do so by this measure, which I
trust will have the desired effect of giving
to the goldfields of this State a badly
needed stimulus. I have pleasure in sup.
porting the second rending.

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [4.59]: I also
welcome the Bill as a step in the right direc-
tion. It is wise to exempt from taxation
mines under development, so thnt they may
have an opportunity of recouping the money
invested in them. A present day mining
proposition requires considerable develop-
ment, involving heavy expenditure in thme

ercion oplnoad the working of the
mnine. We know that large suims of money
are expended on machinery, and that the
n'achinery deteriorates rapidly. Money ex-
peinded in the main shafts anid levels of a
mnine is money there for all time; because
clen if the mine were to close town next
day, the owners are not allowed to move
the ladders or tinmbers underground. There-
fore it is only right that this concession
slioull1 1-c given. If we can induce people
to put increased money into our mines it
will he of very great benefit to the rail-
ways and to the State as a whole. The
Bill is a step in the right direction, for
our mines should be assisted and companies
exempted from taxation until the money put
into the development of the mines is re-
couped.

Mr. GR[FFITHTS (Avon) [5.21: As the
member for Mt. Mat~rgaqret (M1r. Taylor)
has said, there is not much need for any
member representing a goldfields constitu-
ency to do more than give approval to the
Bill. T have in mind the mine.% at Westonia.
Feeently the Mfinister had before him a
scheme for the unwatering of those mines
with a view to bringing to development ore
worth something like a quarter of a million
of money. I an, sure the Bill will greatly
assist in that desirable consummation.
Apart altogepther from the imnmbiate put-
rose of the Bill, members ought to hack uip
the Premier in any endeavour he might
make to hiave removed the imposts placed
on mining b 'y the Federal authorities. I
will support the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Committee.
Mfr. Lutey in the Chair; the Premier in

charge of the Bill.
Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Andnient of Section 6:
The PREIMR: I move anl amendment-

That oftecr "company"' in. liue I the
words ''other than a coal mnining comn-
pnaiy'' be inserted.

It was not intended that this concession
should extend to coal mines, for they are in
a different catego-ry from that of gold
mines. The ground for the concession is
that gold mines and mines of a similar
character arc liable to be worked out in a
comparatively few years, whereas coal mines
Ore far more enduring. The coal fields, we
are told, have a life of thousands of yeirs.
'ThIerefore, we would not be justified, at ail
events, not this session, in extending the
concession to coal mining.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I thought per-
haps you were trying to encourage the dis-
covery of a better coal.

The PREMIER: If a better coal were
discovered, the reward that would conic to
the discoverers would in itself be sufficient,
without the benefit of the provisions of the
Bill.

Amendment put and passed.

M~r. LAI\IBERT; I should like to put up
this ease to the Premier: A prospector may
develop a show and then sell it. In such a
transaction the prospector is rarely paid in
cash, but line to take shares in lieu of cash.
rUnder the Bill those who put up the actual
cash will be exempt, but the unfortunate
prospector who has accepted Shares in lien
of cash will net be exempt.

H-on. sir -James Mlitchell: He is exempt
DOW.

M-%r. LAMBERT: -Not under the DI-
dend~ Duties Act. To-day when a mine
is sold the amiount paid in cash is only
nominal. I suggest that there be added to
the clause the words "or shares in lieu
thereof.''

The PREMIER: If a prospector sells a
property and accepts shares as part of the
purchase price, he is a shareholder, and to
the extent that the company will not pay
duty on its profits until the whole of its
capital is returned, he will participate in
the benefit under the Bill as a shareholder
in the company.

Boa. Sir James Mitchell: That is quite
right.

Mr. Lambert: Probably that is the in-
tention, but is it clear?

The PRE'MIER: Yes, quite clear. It is
intended to give relief to the shareholders
only to the extent of the cash they have
put into the property.

Mr. LAMBERT: After the prospector
has accepted shares, the company start mak-
ing profits. Then the Taxation Commis-
sioner sys, "The amount for which cash

has been laid is exempt, but the man who
has developed and parted with his mine
merely for paper, will have to pay,'

The Premier: As a shareholder he will
get the full benefit.

Mr. LAM.NBERT: This refers to the capi-
tal that many hnve been paid in cash.
Usually the consideration is fully paid
shares. The original owner parts with his
asset for paper.

lion. Sir James Mlitchell: All share-
holders rank alike under this.

Mr. LAMBERT: I should like to see it
made clear.

The Premier: It is perfectly clear.
Mlr. DAVY: The Bill exempts the coin-

paiy, not thle shareholders.
Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 3-mnendment of Sect ion 30:
Mr. DAVY: Tluig clause makes a con-

cession, more apparent than real, towards
the coinipany who wishes to appeal. A simi-
lar concession has been made to the tax-
payer who wishes to appeal. I am sorry
the Premnier has not seen fit to strike out
altogether the vicious principle that sonic
part of the tax must he paid before a man
has the right to appeal. Under the In conic
Tax Assessnient Act the taxpayer has to
pay one-half as a condit ion precedent to his
a ppeal1. It "'ay be suggested that if a
man has to pay part of his taxs before hie
can arpeal, this may prevent appeals that
are designed merely to cause delay. That
is not a sound argument, because the lodg-
ing of ant appeal without payment of in-
come tax would not delay payment for one
minlute. The Taxation Commissioner would
have the same power to recover the tax
after the appeal as before. Under the
Federal Act no Payment by the taxpayer
is required before appealing, but Ike is
bound to pay his tax, whether lie appeals
or not , wit hin the same time. The law as
it stands to-day haes worked grievous hard-
ship upon taxpayers, A Mr. Price was
assessed at a large sum in respect of the
sale of an nil proposition to a company,
whereupon he received shares by way of
consideration. Ile As taxed at about
Z3,000. His shares were then quoted at
about 9s., though he could not have sold
theuii for that. Had he sold them all fur
9s. he would not have received the amount
ait which lie was assessed. As the law
stands to-day, he would have had to put
up £1,500 before he could test the validity
of the assessment, and he would also have
been obliged to do that within a certain
number of days, hut his finances wvere such
that hie was unable to do so.

The Minister for Lands: That does not
apply to-day; it was altered two years ago.

Mr. DAVY: The principle is the same,
if a man cannot afford to put up anything
before lie appeals. Price coald not afford
to put up even a quarter of the tax. The
(kinunissioner has no power to extend the
time for the lodging of an appeal. As the
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law stands, a man mny have good ground
for appeal, but because he cannot put up
the cash his right is gone. I move an
amendment-

That all the words after ''by,'' in
line .1, to the end of the clause, be struck
out, and the following inserted in lieu:-
''deleting the words from 'after,' in
line 2 thereof to 'duly' in line 3,''1
The PREMIER: I am unable to accept

the amendment. We are liberalising the
provisions with regard to appeals. Under
the Act the whole of the duty has to be
paid before an appeal can be lodged, ad
we are modifying that to the extent of mak-
ing the amount one-quarter. A case such
as that of Mr. Price would not apply very
often under this Act, because we are deal-
ing with companies, which would find little
difficulty in putting up one-fourth of the
amount. In some respects this provision is
more liberal than the Commonwealth law.
The Commonwealth Act requires a man to
pay the full amount due, notwithstanding
that he has lodged an appeal. In our own
case the Commissioner will not have auth-
ority to take more than one-fourth of the
tax until the matter of the appeal has been
determined. I inquired of the Contrmi'-
sioner, should the provision such as the
hon. member seeks to have inserted be put
into olteration, whether taxpayers would
take advantage of it to gain time for the
payment of their tax, and not as a genuine
appeal. I am~ advised that a considerable
percentage of taxpayers would avail them-
selves of suec, a provision in order to gain
time. The Bill w'ill bring the law into line
with what we have already agreed to uinder
the Income Tax Assessment Act and,' for
the time being, I think that is as far as
we can go.

r.DV:My desire was to bring the
Bill -into conformity with the Land and In-
come Tax Assessment Act. I do not see how
any person could gain one minute's delay
by appealing, provided that the means were
the same as in the Federal Act. The hard-
ship under this is that one should have to
pay any proportion of the tax as a condition
precedent. That has always seemed to me to
be illogical.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.
Bill reported with an amendment.

BILL-PERMANENT RESERVES.

Sconel Reading.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS (Eon. W.
C. Angwia) (North-East Fremantle) [5.35]
in moving the second reading said: The
Bill deals with a few public reserves. Un-
fortunately, when a reserve is declared to
he Class ''A,'' no matter how trifling any
intended alteration might be, it is necessary
to secure the consent of Parliament to effect

that alteration. All the clauses in the Bill
deal with areas in variouts parts of the State
and the alterations it is proposed to make
are of a trivia! nature. The first part of
the Bill refers to an exchange of land at
Narrogin. There are park lands in that
town which have been beautified, but they
are separated by at road. The Pres-
byterian Church at Narrogito owns a
block of land in the business part of the
town, and the church authorities are de-
sirous of exchanging that block for a por-
tion of the park land. The matter was re-
ferred to the local council, and that body
considered it desirable that the exchange
should be made. The second block referred
to in the Bill is situated at Broome, and is
an education endowment. It is necessary
in Broome that there should be a place set
apart as, a residential quarter for the con-
oured people in that town. At the request
of the Broomne local authorities arrange-
ments have been made for the exchange of
a block of land so that the endowment
block may be secured for the purpose de-
sired.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell; Do the endow-
ment people agree?

The MINISTER FOB LANDS: Yes.
The third mutter referred to in the Bill is
A small reserve in the vicinity of the Old
Men's Home, forming part of that institu-
tion's reserve. For some time past it has
been under the control of the Public Gar-
den's Hoard. The block of laud is under
a cliff near the river, and the proposal to
declare it an area for recreation purposes
will not prevent the inmates of the Howe
from continuing to use it. A stairway lead-
ing to the river has already beeni on-
structed on this reserve, and it is considered
desirable that it should be under the
permanent control of the Gardens Board.
The next alteration refers to Reserve
A17375 at Crawvley. The object of
making an adjustment here is to re-
move a dangerous angle in the road
at that spot. The idea is to permit
of a better view being obtained of the
traffic that is approaching from an opposite
direction. This means merely the transfer
of one piece of land for another with the
object of improving the rood view. No harm
will be done to the reserve held by the
University Trustees. This has also been
.agreed to by the authorities concerned. The
next alteration refers to a block of land
at Barbary. Twvo years ago a Bill was
passed through Parliment to permit a pub-
lic refreshment room to be erected on a, part
of the park lands reserve. Thse intention
at the time was that a hostel should
be erected on the reserve, a nd the
people who leased] the reserve f rom
the local authorities were of the opinion
that they could erect a hostel there, which
-was the intention at the time. Through
an error the words ''public refreshment
rooms"~ were inserted in the Bill, and the
word ''hostel'' was left out. It is now pro-
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posed to amend the Act 'n question by
striking out ''public refreshment rooms"
and inserting '"hostel.'" The next altera-
tion is in connection with a small reserve at
Subiaeo. The reserve adjoins the State
school. There is safficient land surround-
ina the school building to permit of ad-
ditions being wade to the school, but the
area adjoining the school site has been re-
servedl for a public building. It has been
the desire of the local council, as well as
of the people of Subiaco, that the area
should he reserved for recreation purposes
only. After having insperted the site I
must admit that it would be detrimental to
the district if buildings were erected on the
block. The intention is that the area should
be placed under the control of the local
authorities and that it should be used, if
neessary, for tliildrea's re-reation, and that
nothing should he done to prevent it being
used for that purpose.

lion. Sir James Mitchell: The Council
control it now.

The MIfNISTER FOR LANDS: They do
-and they do not.

'Mr. Richardson: The Council have no
control.

The MIfNISTER FOR LANDS: They
vannot spend sixpence on it to beautify it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell; And they
ishould not be allowed to remove the trees.

The MINISTER FOR LkNDS: All that
the Bill will do will be to alter the pur-
pose as I have stated. Realising how the
Janmes Street School area is being crowded
o0t with buildings, we cannot also fail to
recognise that additional buildings nill have
to be provided at Subiaco to cope with the
increased population there. The reserve will
therefore have to be used eventually as the
main playground for the children. If pub-
lic buildings are erected on this reserve it
-will he rendered useless as a school play-
ground.

Mr. Teesdale: I hope they will not pro-
vide tennis courts there just for a few.

The M.fINISTER 'FOR LANDS: I do not
see that tennis courts ivill do any harm. The
parents' and] citizens' associations are pro-
viding tennis courts.

Mr. Tecadale: Yes, but all the kids do not
play tennis.

The MINXISTEIR FOR LANDS: There i
plenty of roam in these grounds for tennis
and everything clse. I move-

That the Bill1 be nowo read a second
time.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams.

Narrogin) [5.43]: 1 wish to thank the
infister for Lands for having brought in

this Bill, so far as it relates to the ex-
change of blocks at Narrogin.

Mr. -Marshall : Why do you niot sit
behind us instead of over there?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON:. The reserve re-
ferred to, No. A11306, is a beautiful park
of five ac~res in the centre of the town, and

across the road there is just over a quarter
of an acre of land, Narrogia town lot 343,
which is entirely separate from the park,
and has never been improved. It is this
quarter acre that is being excised from
the park reservation, but it is quite separ-
-tied fromn the park by a road. The Preqby-
teriaiis wsish to build a chutrch on the block
No. 343, which at present is lying idle, and
the Government very propkerly have agreed
to hand] it to the Preshyteriaus if the pre-
sent reservation is retroved. If it were a
matter of taking a piece out of the park,
I would be one to object to any encroach-
meat upon a park reserved for the use of
the people for all time. This reserve, how.
ever, is a separate quarter-acre block. The
Presbyterians have never been able to get
a suitable site in Narrogia. One gentle-
man has given a donation of £500 towards
the erection of a church and other slums
are in hand. The exchange is approved
of by tile municipal council and the resi-
dents; there is no local objection what-
ever, and I support the Bill.

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1924-25.

In Caninittee of Supply.

Resumed from the 30th October. Mr.
Lutey in the Chair.

Department of Education, Hon. J. 1.
Drew, 'Minister (Hon. S. W. -Munsie in
charge of the vote).

Vote--Miuiistcr for Educntion, £592,89-1:

Mr. -MILLINCITON (Leederville) [5.47];
It seems to me too much stress is laid on
the question of economy in. regard to
education. 'Members have referred to tbd
action of the Government in reducing the
driving allowance in country districts. I
know the conditions in which parents,
teachers, and children are placed, and I
cannot see that the reduction is justified.
There arc other ways in which economy
could be exercised, but this is one of the
last economies that should have been
thought of. To reduce the driving allow-
ance in country districts, where already
the disabilities are sufficiently serious, is
most regrettable. We are continually
talking about the necessity for bettering
the conditions in country districts, and
nothing causes greater concern to parents
than the difficulties confronting them so
educate their children. Many parents go
to the expense of sending their children
to the city because of the poor facilities
for education offering in the country.
Therefore, instead of giving less considera-
tion, we should be giving more considera-
tion to the country. Instead of economy
the first consideration should be effciency.
I presume the department have recoin-
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mended the reduction of the driving allow-
ane. If tbe beads of the department
cared to tackle the question of economy,
they could start much nearer home. Atten-
tion might be given to the inspectorial
staff. I do not suggest that the Inspectors
are overpaid; I do not suggest that the
increases recently given were not justified,
but the fact remains that increases have
been given and in some instances inspec-
toDrs have reached their maximum int two
years, whereas ordinarily it should have
taken three years. Therefore, economy
has not been considered as regards the
heads. There could be a reorganisation
of the inspectorial staff. In the metro-
politan area there are three inspectors.
One of them, Mr. Cluth, inspects only 19
schools. I do not know whether that is
a frill-time job.-

Mr. Mann: He is employed at night on
other work.

Mr. MfLjLTNGTON: These schools have
head teacheprs who are highly qualified, and
in point of experience are equal to the in.
snectors. They are judged by results, and
thcy do not need to he continually watched
by ant inspector. T do not know that an in-
spector could give them much advice. All
things considered, I think the inspection of
those schools could be lessened without ef-
fecting their efficiency. The head miasters
have proved by results that they know their
work.

Hon. Sir Tames Mitchell: Inspector
Clubh has ai lot of other work to do.

Mr. -MNl1LINOTONX: I presume all the
inspectors have. In the country districts
inspectors have to travel considerable dis-
tances and probably more insmpectors would
he justified. Yet we find one man inspect-
ifle Rs many as 80 schools.

Mr. Mann: Could you compare the 80
schools in the country with the 19 in the
city?

'Mr. NMTLLINOTON,: The teachers in
those schools are not as experienced or
qualified as. nor have they the facilities of
urb~an school teachers. Thus there is jui-
fication for more frequent inspection in thie
countryv. The country teachers would re-
quire the advice of the inspector in order
that they nmipht keep up-to-date. Methods
are Continually ehanging and the country
teachers needf to be informed of the
c-hantres. An inspector would be of real
.assistance in that respect, whereas in the
metropolitan schbools he is practically not
required. The work would go on with less
inspection. The inspector, in addition to
his salary, also receives a travelling allow-
aonce, and his fares have to he paid. There-
fore c-are must he exercised in organising
tl'e visit% of inspectors. I believe an im-
provement could be effected there. Then
there is considerable duplication of insrnec-
tions; in fact, as many as four inspectors
visit the same school. There is a rural in-
sweeter. and another who has to do with
nature study' . The nature study required
to he dealt with in country schools would

he of the most elementary description, and
instead of having a special inspector, cov-
ering the same ground as fully qualified in-
spectors, to give lessons in nature study,
the average teacher, properly trained, would
be quite capable of imparting that know-
ledge. The same argument applies to the
rural inspector. I do not know what his
qualifications are; I do not know that he
possesses any special knowledge that the
other inspectors could not impart. Con-
sidering the amount of geaeral knowledge
they have, it should not be asking too much
to require them to specialise in such mrat-
ters as nature study and rural work. The
headmaster of the Perth Modern School in-
spects the high schools in the country dis-
tricts. Are not the ordinary inspectors
capable of doing that without taking this
man from his work at the Modern Schoolt
Another inspector also visits the high
schools-another teacher taken away from
his special work. Attention might be given
to reorganising the ispectorial work, and
probably a good deal of imoney could be
saved without in any way impairing the
efficiency. Another matter to which I wish
to diret attention is the Teachers' Col-
lege. That is a residential college. Students
qualifying for the higher grades take a
two, three, or four year course, whereas
others take only a one-year course. This,
again, is an in~justice to country schools.
Considering the disadvantages they are
uinder, they are entitled, instead of being
given a teacher with the lowest or ''C"
certificate, or possibly a teacher without
any certificate whatever, to have a teacher
of equal qualifications with those of teach-
ers for metropolitan schools. This will in-
volve some expense, but it can be done if
the Education Department will give their
minds to it anal if we will bear the cost
involved. At present eountiy children
are under a disadvantage solely by reason
of the petty economies being practised.
They Are in every instance being given the
worst possible service, the best teachers
being invariably resqerved for the urban dis-
tricts. At present students at the Clare-
mon Training College, in addition to being
instructed in the art of imparting know-
ledge, take certain subjects. Here, once
again, is duplication, heeniuse we havec a
lUniversit ' at which those subjects are
taucht. With a little reorganisation the
training college students could take those
additional subjects at the T'niversitv, and
the training college itself could be reiserved
for its special purpose of giving tuition in
the art of teaching. The University staff,
I understand, could do the work suggested;
and then the training college would not
need so large a staff as it has at present.
Besides, overlapping would thus be ob-
viated. For high schools there is a demand
in every district. They have become
fashionable. It is a democratic ideal that
all children should he given equal oppor-
tunities, but our high schools are huilding
up what nuay be termed claps education.
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The idea is spreading that high schools are
of a superior social grade; the teachers are
capped and gowned, and the youngsters get
the imspression that the high schools are on
a higher level. In order to give to the child
who has left school and taken his or her
place in the indlustriail world an oppor-
tunity, the system of continuation classes
should l'e extended. The idea is not
new, and it is favoured by the Direc-
tor of Education. When speaking of
giving adlolescents an opportunity, we must
hear in mind that facilities for education
are necessary. In the State of New York
the youngsters get two half-days per week off
work for the purpose of attending continua-
tion c-lasses, and the law provides that there
shall he ito reduction in wages for the time
off. A youngster who leaves school gets
out of the habit of studying, as a rule, but
the two half-days' tuition per week would
preserve the habit. In the continuation
classe's subjects of vital importance to citi-
zenis, such as history and economics, and also
vocational subjects, eould be taught. In
New York it is found that although the
employer loses the services of the child for
the two half-days per week, that loss is
more than compensated by the increased
efficiency of the child. In the industrial
w~orld there arc now two systems in vogue.
Certain countries have an unlimited sup-
ply of cheap labour, and for that reason
can carry on manufactures cheaply. Aus-
tralia has a different ideal, namely, that
instead of industry being carried on with
an unlimited supply of cheap labour the
rising generation shall be so equipped
as to have greater efficiency, thus enabling
them to compete effectively. A really eiv-
ilised nation can compete even against
countries relying on a cheap labour sup-
ply. We have to realise that Australia
eanuot maintain its present high standard
unles4 it is prepared to grant to its youth
the erlualion which will enable this country
to compete. We must not merely Imagine
that we are superior, but we must be act-
ually superior, to other nations. We are apt
smugly to assume that we arm up to date
and have nothing to learn from other coun-
tries. But other up to date countries realise
that in the hard struggle for existence in
the industrial world it is necessary that
youth should he equipped with every avail.
able educational advantage. To a great
extent we in Australia are isolated from
the civilised world; and if we are not care-
ful, we shall get out of step and fall behind
the times. In view of the standard which
Australians set, it is necessary that they
should be in advance of the times. There-
fore, instead of agreeing that the only thing
to do is, in the words of an ex-Trensurer,
to cut to the bone in the Education Depart-
mnent, wp thad better turn our atltention to
the question of efficiency and see how our
Edu,-atinn Department can be brought thor-
oughly uip to date. On the question of ex-
pense, I note by to-day's newspapers that

it new Engineer-in-Chief has been engaged
for this State, and that the Minister for
Works rightly declares that the extra
£1,000 per annumn to be paid to the new
lEngineer-in-Chief is a mere trifle and more
than justified, having regard to the import-
anice of the position. In the same way, In-
increased expenditure on education will be
justified. Unless we adopt that course, we
as a nation shall not advance but go to the
w'all. Therefore, whatever Is done in other
dlepartments, I hoape that in connection with
education no more will be heard of the non-
sense about economy. T have made inquir-
ies troin those most intimately associated
with education, and the views I have ex-
pressed this afternoon are held by very
many who take the keenest interest in our
educational system. There is a local matter
I have to refer to. West Leeiderville is a
district which has advantages, but because
of poor communication with the city, no
tramway or railway service being available,
advances but slowly. There is a motor bus
service during the day, but not during the
evening. Some of the residents have been
settled there for 10 or 112 years, and they
arc quite right in demanding that the or-
dinary facilities associated with civilization
should be granted to W~est Leederville, or,
as it is nowy named, Wembley Park. I have
previously requested the Education Depart-
ment to establish a school at Wembley
Park.

Sitting suspended fromt 6.15 to 7.30 P.M.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Before tea I was
putting in a claim for the establishment
of a school at Wembley Park. It is a fine
idea that any given community should have
public facilities, including a school. The
residents can then give to the school the
personal touch so advantageous to the
scholars. I do not know why steps have
not been, taken to grant this particular re-
quest. The population at Wembley Park
justifies it and, in many instances, the resi-
dents are over a mile from an existing
school. In an isolated district such as that,
the people should be encouraged by the es-
tablishment of a school. This brings sue to
the subject of parents and citizens' associa-
tions. They are attached to all the schools
in my electorate and are doing remarkably
good wnrk. I have been associated with the
North Perth body for a long time, and am
also a member of the school board. That
association at North Pert!, has raised hun-
dreds of pounds and provided sport for the
youngsters. It has also established &.
library,, purchased a piano and gravelled the
sc-hool grounds. All this has been dome by
men and women working in an hon-
orary capacity. Such associations not
only bring the parents together, but
provide for the scholars conveniences
and advantages that the department can-
not give. I an. afraid the school
boards have not been very successful. The
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real moving force of improvement in the
schools is, not the school board, but the
parents and citizens' association. -Not only
have suek associations provided prizes f or
sports and all kinds of sporting material,
but generally they have entered into the
school life of the children. Apart alto-
gether fromn the usual curriculum, it is neces-
sary that the parents should take an inter-
est in thle general well being of their chil-
dren -at school. The importance of the ques-
tion justifies the time I have given to it to-
night. If we are to advance, our children
must be given every advantage, given not
only an ordinary education, but opportunity
to conitinue it after leaving school. Parents
are prepared to devote time and spend
money for the advantage of their children.
If any, political party were to go to the
country advocating a parsimonious educa-
tional policy, whbile another party held that
the people were prepared to spend addi-
tional money on education, I am convinced
that the last named party would win. Al-
though there is a general desire that
economy shall be exercised in Government
departm~ents, the community as a whole is
prepared to shoulder an additional financial
responsibility in the cause of education.
Just as a parent will make any sacrifice in
order that his child shalt have educational
advantages, so should the State, represent-
ing the parent, be prepared to make any
sacrifice in order that our educational sys-
teni should be improved, and better facili-
ties given for the training and equipment
of our children.

Mr. THOMSON (Entanning) (7.86):
One approaching the Vote for the Educa-
tion Department with a view to criticising
feels that he is about to touch one of the
prickly porcupines of the Aanual Estimates.
I have been trying to find out just how our
education system has grown, and who has
been responsible for it. As far as I can
gather, our expenditure on education has
grown up at the whim of successive Minis-
ters. To-day we are faced with an expendi-
hire of £636,452. When I suggest that it
might be possible to effect some economies,
I realise that, in doing so, I am placing
myself in a difficult position. As a general
rule, when it is suggested in the House that
we should reduce this Vote, we are met with
the reply from the Minister, "'If you do,
wre are going to cut out your country
schools," To an extent that restrains the
hands of those who believe that economies
might possibly he effected. The late Gov-
ernmenat appointed a Royal Commission
to inquire iato the working of the Education
Department. I congratulate those in An-
thorit'c at the time on having selected one
,who, to them, semed the right man to go
through the ramifications of education in
Western Australia. He was the chief of
the Education Department in New South
Wales, whose system is practically on all-
fours with our own. Consequently, his re-

port was signed and sealed before lie began
his work at all. I do not say that with the
intention of casting any reflection on that
gentleman, because no doubt his report was
sincere. I suggest to the Premier that, dur-
ing the recess, an honorary -Royal Commis-
sion appointed from this Hlouse to inquire
into the working of the Education Depart-
mnent might be able to show where some
economies could he effected. When one
enters on an argument about education, hie
is met with the contention that no education
imparted to our children is utterly wasted.
To a certain extent perhaps that view is
correct; hut the trouble is we are endeavour-
ing to educate alt our children along given
lines. I do not say that we should differen-
tiate between our childrent; on - Mie con-
trary, every child should have the same op-
portunity as the rest. But a boy who, on
leaving school, takes up carpentering, at
ouce concentrates on that avocation, with.
the result that a good deal of the know-
ledge imiparted to him at school is lost to
him as soon as he leaves school. Generally
speaking, our teaching staff is enthusiastic
and desirous of imparting the best know-
ledge to our children; but of what use is
it teaching extra subjects to a boy who, on
leaving school, will take up pick and shovel
work, or perhaps drive a cart? We should
carefully review our position. Although
the House was never asked about the estab-
lishient of any of them, we now have four
high schools in Western Australia and,
naturally, towns without high schools want
to know why they cannot have such
institutions. 'Many parents of boys and
girls can afford to pay a small amount
by way of fees. The Christian Brothers'
College, the High School, the Scotch Col-
lege, the Church of England Grammar
School, the Wesley College, and other insti-
tutions of a similar nature, have built up
a high reputation for secondary education,
and in many instances it is difficult to get
a childl into one of these unless the parent
applies early. In Katanning the Church of
England authorities opened a girls' school
in a small wooden building. To-day that
school is practically full of pupils, drawn
from nil parts of the State. Glenerally
speaking, secondary education could be left
more in the hands of the private institutions
than is the case to-dlay. We boast that our
technical and modern schools are free to
all, hut that is not so. Not every boay at
girl cin get into the Techinical School. If
the pupil cnnnot pass an examination of a
certain standard, he or she will not be ad-
mnitted. I know of a boy who attended a
country school, and had therefore not the
same standard of education as a town boy
would have. This boy wished to enter the
Technical School to gain certain knowledge
that he required], but, because he failed in
the examination, he could not cater the
school.

The 'Minister for Lands: There is no ex-
amination for the Technical School.
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Mir. THOMSON: There is.
The 'Minister for Lands: So long as a

boy is over a certain age.
Ar. THOMSON: I can prove my state-

wnent.
The M1inister for Lands: It is not correct.
TMr. THOMSON: It is.
The 'Minister for Lands:, Every boy over

a certain age can enter free.
'Mr. THOMSON : The member for Leeder-

rule stated that any party that went to
the country with a parsimonious policy in
regard to education would undoubtedly be
beaten by another party whose policy was
one of vigorous expenditure onl education.
A. large sum of money is tied up in this
way, I do not say that our high schools
are not giving good results, but there are
districts in the country where it is difficnit
to get thle ordinary school facilities for the
children. The correspondence classes do
good work, and, to a certain extent, fill
a long felt want, but they impose anl addi-
tionat burden upon thle parents. The lat-
est economy shows in what direction thle
department is trying to save money. Some
people may be taking advantage of the
driving allowance who should not do so.
I have been trying to ascertain who pro-
inulgated the regulation governing this
allowance, and find that it was introduced
by the Labour Government some 10 years
ago. That Government certainly endeav-
cured to meet the requirements of compul-
son'. education in the country districts. If
people are compelled to send their children
to school, they should be assisted by this
means. Children can, of course, travel free
on the railways to the nearest school.

Mir. Heron: In some cases the trains do
not run often enough for them.

Mr. THOMSON: That is so. When the
driving allowance was introduced it cost
£4,000 for the first year. Last year I ant
told the cost was £14,000. With the re-
,duction uf £3,000 the expenditure for the
current year would be £11,000. It is a.
difficult matter to advocate economy in edu-
cation. That is why I suggest the appoint-
mnent of an honorary commission from this
House. At the Katanning Show I was
waited upon by a man who worked on the
roads. le lives some distance from the
school, and has to keep a horse and sulky
in which to take his children to school.
The cutting out of the allowance of 6d.
per day, for he has three children, will
mean a considerable loss to -him, I hope
the Premier will be able to do something
to meet the situntion. Undoubtedly some
people are unjustifiably availing themselves
of the driving allowance.

Mr. Taylor: In much the same way as
they are doing With the baby bonus.

MNr. THOMSON: That is so. ]Because
of these reople others are detrimentally
-affected. The department might be able to
reinstate the allowance of 6d. per child
in eases where two children come from the
-same family. If three or four children are

using the same vehicle there might be a
slight reduction. We have been repeatedly
told that if we interfere with the Educa-
tion vote the country schools will suffer.
As the country opens up and develops, new
schools will have to be established. I hon-
estly believe that some of thle subjects in
which the children are being taught are
not essential to 90 per cent. of them.

Mr. Taylor: You do not think we arE
getting value for our expenditure?

Mr. THOMSON: No.
The Minister for Lands: It is not much

more than two years ago since a Royal Coin-
mission was app~ointed.

',\r. THOM1SO-N: The Chairman of the
Commaission, who was Director of Educa-
tion in New South Wales, was conducting
exactly the samte systemn as that which
exists in this State.

Mr. Taylor: He could not be expected
to condemn his own system.

Mr. THOMSON: A large percentage of
mna who have made a success in life have
not had the advantage of higher education.
I do not say that a man is not the better
for a higher education, but I fail to se
that we are getting full value for the enor-
mous amiount we are spending on education
to-day.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
thain) [7.58]: The niember for Katan-
ning said this Chamber had not voted the
money for the building of district high
schools, and that these had been built with.
out authority.

Mr. Thomson: I did not say that.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Three of

these schools were established while 'Mr,
Colebatch was "Minister for Education.
They were built at 'Northam, Bunbury, and
Albany, and the buildings cost about
£;25,000. The money was voted by Parlia-
ment.

Mr. Thomson: Parliament did not in-
augurate the system.

Hon. Sir JAMES -MITCHELL: The
House approved of the expenditure, and
could have refused to do so. It would have
been almost insane to have refused to the
country districts somea of the advantages
enjoyed by the metropolitan area.

The Minister for Lands: "More than 75
per cent, of the expenditure is on primary
schools.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes.
There is another high school at Geratdtoa
and one at Kalgoorlie. I think the sys-
tent will hare to be carried even further
as we get more people into the coun-
try. We cannot have very efficient schoolS
rwhere the number of children is
small; therefore, the metropolitan ares
enjoys mnany advantages that cannot be
giv-en to sparsely populated districts.
The high schools were autborised by the
House, and the money was voted by Par-
liament. I hope other high schools wilt
be established in some of the bigger
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towns. The Royal Commission that was
appointed had as its chairman an officer
of the Education Department of New
South Wales, an excellent man, known, 1
believe, to the Minister for Mines. Dr.
Saw and Mr. Pitchford were also on the
Conmmission. The chairman of the Com-
mnission naturally approved of what our
Director was doing, and of the system that
was in force in this State. He came here
as an honest man, and found that two
other honest men were members of the
Commission. All were capable of doing
their job properly and thoroughly. It was
a rattling good Commission, and it did
good work.

Mr. Thomson : It all depends on the
point of view-what it was appointed for.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It was
certainly not appointed to whitewash the
department. I do not think the hon. mem-
ber would suggest that it was. That
Commission was appointed by this House.
I do not know whether the Government
will accept the invitation given to them.
If they do I hope the Commission to be
appointed will not sit while Parliament is
in session. I do not mind who is ap-
pointed to the Commission so long as the
members of it carry out their duty in2 an
honorary capacity, and so long as the
evidence is recorded in a proper manner.
I am certain, however, that the report of
such a Commission would be of no avail,
for it would be, as dead as Julius Caesar
before the ink was dry on the paper. Re-
ports of Royal Commissions are seldom
rend, and seldom have any influence.

Mr. Lambert: Is that why you inflicted
so many on ne?

lon. Sir JIAMES MITCHELL : The
Premier smiles. I do not think I ever
appointed one. The House appointed the
Commissions. What I did was to see that
the members of the Commissions were not
paid very much. I certainly never men-
tioned two Royal Commissions in the. Gov-
ernor's Speech.

The Premier: I think you appointed quite
a number of them. There were twelve going
on in one recess.

ifon. Sir JAMIES MITCHELL: The
llotive appointed thle Commissins.

H1on. S. W. 3!unsie: You had a majority
in the House while tine Commissions were
being appointed.

Hion. Sir JAM[ES MITCHELL: We hart
no arent boss. We were, Tree men. If I
hadl been in tine fortuate position of hav-
lug 26 supporters all saying "Yea, Yea,
things would have been very different.

The Premier: You will disturb the cross
beniches if you talk lihe that.

Hon. Sir JA2IES MITCHELL: I wish
I could wake them ull to a sense of their
responsibility. Then they would vote against
the Government. But I cannot move them.
The 'Minister for Railways said that there

was only one voice on his aide of the House,
and I believe him.

The Premier: Wonderfud solidarity!
Mr. Taylor: 'Nothing like an early train-

ing.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I con-

gratulate the Government on the magnift-
cent support they are getting. The mem-
bers onl tnt side of the House are always
there when they are wanted. I congratu-
late the member for Leederville (Mr. Mfil-
lingtoa) on much of his speech. I agree
ith a great deal of it, but I do not un-

derstand heow he can know much about the
work of the inspectors. There are not
very nmany of them, and certainly not very
many senior inspectors. All are doing ex-
cellent wvork. The hon. member must know
that an inspector of schools, who has a
thousand children under his charge, finds it
a different proposition from that of in-
specting a school where there may be only
20 or 40 children.

Mr. Teesdale: Some of the inspectors.
get good pay.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: When
I was in Nottingham a few years ago I
saw an advertisement for a school inspec-
tor, and the salary offered was £1,250.

Mr, Teedale: That is nothing. The
Government are appointing an Engineer in
Chief and giving him a salary of £2,500.

Hon. Sir- JAMES 'MITCHELL: Even at
that salary the officer will be cheap if he is
a good manl.

Mr. 'Miliington: There is a lot yen do.
not know about Nottingham.

'Mr. Tecsdale: That is not a nice remark.
The Leader of the Opposition complimented
you just now.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I con-
gratulated the hon. member on much of his
speech. I admire thle wisdom he displayed.
The hon. member referred to the difficulty
of finding teachers for country districts.
I agree that that is so. But of course we
cannot pay them the same rate of salary
that is paid to others. I do not object to
the vote at all. I believe ice get excellent
v-alue for the money we are spending, and
I do not believe that the vote can be re-
duced. We must provide education for
our children in thme country. The transfer-
ence of people from the goldfields to the
country-, districts, and the arrival of imi-
grants mean additional expenditure. The
people whLo are couming here have a lot of
children. I wish they had twice as many.
All that costs money. Thea we are getting
far nmere children of our own. May they
increase still more rapidly. TIle Mioney
that is voted for education is wvell spent,
and the system is good. We talk of a
free University. It is certainly free to the

n who lives next door to it, hut it is
not so to the boy from the country. He
cannot get to it except at considerable
cost. I hope we shalt he able to spend
sonic money in agricultural education. The
Governmlent have bought a farm near Nor-
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tham, and we shall have an agricultural
college there very soon. I doubt whether
we can econonmise very much, and carry on
the work that is being performed 'now.
There will be even more work to do with
the increase and spread of population in
the agricultural districts. I do not know
that we should approve of the cutting down
of the driving allowance. It is the custom
now to have schools serving a fairly big
area, and the driving allowance is substi-
tuted for additional schools. Although it
appears as a special item the expenditure
very often means economy because it saves
not only school buildings, but a teaching
staff.

Mr. CORI3OY (Yilgarn) [8.15]: While
the Government have not had a great deal
of opportunity to do or undo many of the
things we should like them to undertake,
I must refer to the reduction in the driving
allowance.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: 'Move a vote
of no confidence in the Government.

Mr. CORBOYt I may be critical without
wishing to turn them out of office. The
saving of £3,000 effected by the reduction
of 2d. per day in the driving allowance is
very tiny, and hardly worth while when we
consider the amount of good being dlone by
paying this allowance. I know of many peo-
ple who, without the allowance, could not
afford to keep a horse and sulky to get the
kiddies to school. The amount seems great,
hut I do not think the remedy should lie
in reducing the sum available to people who
really need the money. There are people in
the country districts to whom the driving
allowance is a godsend, because it enables
tlieum to get their kiddics cducated. With-
out the full allowance many of them will
not be able to provide for their children's
education. The Treasurer might have
adopted other means to effect a reduction
without reducing the amount of this allow-
anice to all at present in receipt of it. No
doubt there are people availing themselves
of the allowance when they really do not
ne ed it.

Mr. Teesdale: Of course there are many,
some of them with motor cars.

'Mr. COBBOY: I have heard of people
driving their children to school in their own
motor ears and charging up the allowance.

Mr. Sampson: What is the difference?
Mr. CORBOY: People %rho can afford to

keep a motor ear do not need the allowance.
Mr. Sampson :You cannot make a

sweeping statement like that.
'.%r. COROY: The allowance is not a

charity, but a compassionate grant to enable
people, who could Dot otherwise afford it,
to get their children to school anfi educated.
It would be ridiculous to claim that a per-
son who could afford to drive his children
to school in a motor car would come within
that category.

Mr. Teesdnile: Sonic of them with chauf-
feurs would do so.

Mr. Sampson: There are many poor peo-
ple with motor cars.

Mqr. (20R80Y: I have not met many of
them.

Mr. Heron: There are many mnore poor
people without them than with thenm.

Mr. 00R10Y: Quite so. There are many
people who need the 6d. and who will be
affected because the Government desire to
get at the people who are improperly re-
ceiving the allowance. I do not know what
to suggest. The Treasurer might find some
means of ensuring that the allowance is
paid only to the people who need it.
Surely lie could say that a person who pays
income tax does not need the allowance.
If there is only one child in the family
the man has a £200 exemption and £50 for
the child under the Income Tax Act, and
surely such a man should be able to scrape
along without the driving allowance. A
nman making less than £5 a week would
probably need the allowance. However, it
is not my duty to devise means for the
Treasurer to effect savings, but I suggest
that he should reconsider the matter, and
find some other way of making a saving
w'ithout reducing the amount available to
many people who really need the money.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.21]: It
is a little difficult to criticise the vote be-
cause the nmomnent one says anything, it is
suggested that he desires to reduce the edu-
cation standard. However, there is a feel-
ing of uneasiness at the enormous growth
of expenditure on education, and I feel
there are many frills that could be cut out
w;ithout impairing the general efficiency of
the system. For manual training and cook-
ery, 14,420 is provided. It is remarkable
that in a young State like this we can pro-
v-ide £14,000 for manual training and
cookery, and disregard such an important
matter as dental clinics. Give good healthy
lads a. football and cricket bat, and they
will derive as much good from them as
fromi manual training. Next to giving a
child a good sound education, it is the duty
of the Government to see that in the early
stages, at all events, it receives proper
dental treatment. Other countries have
long regarded dental clinics as all-import-
ant.

The CHAIIRMAN: There is no item
under this vote dealing with dental clinics.

Mr. LAMBERT: T am speaking on the
general qruestion.

The CHAIRMAN: That comes under the
medical vote.

Mr. LAMBERT: I am referring to a
dental clinic for State schools.

The CHAIRMAN: It does not come
under this vote.

Mr. LA'MBERT: That is a shame; I
want to get it brought under this vote. We
are spending £14,000 to teach girls to make
plum puddings and boys to kick a football.
It is time we dispensed with many of the
frills. Better provision should be made in
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some parts of the country for carrying on
the work of education. At the head of the
Xurrawang woodline is a settlement' a
quarter of a century old, and there in the
depth of winter cildren were being taught
in a bush shed. The building was in a
hopeless state of disrepair. I desire to be
lenient to the department, knowing its many
commitments, but while provision is being
wade for the new-corners, the popu-
lation on tile goldfields deserve reason-
able accommodation. I understand same
attempt is being made to remedy the
condition of affairs at Kurrawng. There
seems to be a hopeless mix-up over
some of the officialls. I refer particularly
to the Director of Techinical Education.
He receives f;402 per annumn as Director of
Tchbnical Education and £402 from the
S chool of Mfines at Kalgoorlie, £804 in all.
I do not know the duties he is called upon
to perform, but I hardly think the bracket-
ing of these positions mnakes for efficiency.
If the work of the technical school is so
important as to warrant a director, I can-
not see w~hy he should be subordinate in thle
matter of remuneration to thle assistant
director. The director gets £402, but the
assistant director receives £636 per annum.
There may of course be sufficient worE for
a director of technical education at £402
and an assistant director at £E636 a year.

Hon. S. WV. 2dunsie: The director gets
twice £402.

Mr. LAMBERT: But the amounts are
under different. votes. The two positions
of Director and Assistant Director of Tech-
nical Education aggregate £1,088 per an-
num. If a full-time man is needed as direc-
tor of the technical school, he should be
there all the time, instead of his energies
being shared by another institution. I
agree with the member for Katanning that
the mnost searching inquiry should be made
into the Education Department, in spite of
the Royal Commission which sat a couple
of years ago. I feel sure that the last word
has not yet been said upon our system Of
education or upon our expenditure in that
connection Surely our people are not so
blind to the nieed for school hygiene as to
be content-

The CHAIRMNAN: School hygiene comes
under the 'Medical and Public H4ealth Vote.

Mr. LAM1BERT: A few paltry pounds
are provided under that vote, whereas sums
aggregating £14,000 are spent on frills. The
expenditure on the important matter of
hy-giene is sot one-tenth of what it should
be. The repairs needed in our existing
schools shbould be carried out. I do not
know who is ait fault, hut for the sake of
a £E20 note the schools in. my district are
without windows. Parents' and citizens'
associations have made representations on
the subject resuiessly. The ronsing of
public indignation shoul not be needed be-
fore the department move. Let us not be
unmindful of the scholastic needs of thle
-children of outback pioneers.

lon. S. W. MUftNSIE (Honorary 'Minis-
ter-in reply) [8.35]: I am grateful to
members genierally for the manner in which
they have received these Estimates, and I
wish to congratulate the member for Cool-
gardie on being, out of all the members who
spoken, thle only one who has not referred
to the reduction of the driving allowance.
As to that allowance, it is not so easy as
some members apparently think to alter the
system otherwise than by making a general
reduction. Though it is easy to suggest
that the department should.- discriminate,
withholding the allowance from parents able
to pay, I would not envy either the M1inister
for Education. or the Director of Education
if he had to make the discrimination. When,
in the latter part of 1913, the Government
introduced the driving allowance, their ob-
ject was to assist parents not possessing
vehicles to get their children to school. Dur-
ing the first two years of its operation, the
allowance cost the State only about £4,000
annually, Last year the vote rose to close
upon £14,000. Numerous parents are ac-
cepting the driving allowance while un-
doubtedly in a position to bear that ex-
pense themselves. Further, in some districts
where children are taken to school by
motor, some parents take their childl-
ren by motor to the place where the
school motor picks them up, and then
claim the driving allowance. However,
the question will receive further considera-
tion. The member for Toodyay suggested
that the Government should build hostels in
country centres, for children to board at;
and hie said that in many eases the parents
would be glad to pay for their children's
keep at such hostels, taking them home at
week-ends. That matter also will receive
consideration. The member for Toodyay
complained about a school which he said
had been promised in September, 1922, and
with regard to which nothing had yet been
done. I shall have to search "'Hansard"
for the unpronouinceable name of the locality
to which the lion. member's complaint re-
fers, and will then go further into the mat-
ter. The mnemb 'er for Perth, while naturally
not complaining greatly about the driving
allowance, did complain with regard to the
education being given to mentally deficient
children. I agree absolute', with the hen.
memiher that more should ' done in that
direction, but I think he might have ex-
pressly admitted that a start has been made.
'Like him, I wish to give credit to the two
teachers at the Salvation Armny's Seafortli
Home for their magnificent work in that
connection, having personally inspected the
work of the mentally deficient children
there. Thle Government have recently agreed
that when a child believed to be mentally
deficient comes before the Children 'ai Court,
the school psychologist shall be permitted to
examine the child for classification purpose,
and that for such examination hie shall be
allowed a fee of £E1 Is., with a yearly maxi-
mium of £25, which sum, is estimated by

100



[4 NOVE.MBER, 1924.J 63

the beach of the Children's Court to be suf -
ficient for the purpose. The chief complaint
of the member for Beverley was this
driving allowance. The memb~er for Pin-
gelir, too, complained on that score, and
also on the score of inadequate school quar-
ters; and he wished to know whether the
£12,000 shown by these Estimates was due
to the number of new schools being built.
New sc01ools are provided out of loan funds;
the £1 2,000 represents increased cost of tui-
tion of children. With regard to school
quarters I shall make representations to the
Mfinister for Education. The member for
York w-as rather inconsistent. He first crit-
icised the Government for economising to
the extent of £0,000 on the driving allow-
ance, and then condemned them for expend-
ing £12,000 additional-oathis vote as a whole.
He did not want to see any increase. Yet
immediately a reduction was made he criti-
cised us on it. The member for Fremantle
(Mr. Sleewan) wants a modiern school ini
Ereniantle this year. Prom the information
I have, I do not think he has any possible
chance. In the first place, there is no
money for it, nad, in the second place, if
there were, the amount is not on the Esti-
mates for the. provision of the necessary
teaching staff. The member for Mt. Mar-
garet (Mr. Taylor) also complained of the
reduction of the travelling allowance. But
his chief complaint was in respect of the
publication of the reports of the medical
officer examining school children. The hon.
member regarded it as a shocking
thing that reports showing that some
children had dirty heads should have
been published. it appeals to me as
being still more shocking that there
should be any necessity for such a report. 1
give credit to the department for publishing
the report. Every possible step should be
taken to compel parents, even though poor,
to send their children to school in clean con-
dition.

Mr. Taylor: But publication of such re-
ports will not make them do it.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: The hon. member
cannot point to any instances where there
has been publication without four or five
preliminary warnings to the parents. It is
unfair to the parents of clean children that
other children should be sent to school in
dirty condition.

Mr. Teesdale: Let uts have fewer picture
shows and more fine tooth combs.

Hion. S. W. MUNSIE: The member for
Albany (.%r. A. Wansbrough) complained
that the caretaker at the Albany High
School was not being paid at a satis-
factory rate. I will undertake that
whatever he is being paid is the rate
provided for in the agreement be-
tween the Education Department and
the Caretakers' Union. The member for
Murchison (Mr. Marshall) complained of
the want of accommodation at Wiluna, and
criticised the waste of money in the reconl-

struction of that school. I happen to know
something of that reconstruction work. 1
only wish I knew how to get over the red
tape responsible for the cost of that work.
The visits of the several inspectors sent up
to look at that work cost more than did the
reconstruction of the building itself. I do
niot know who was responsible for it all, but
I am glad to say it happened a considerable
time ago. The member for Leonora (Mr.
Heron) desires to see the continuation
classes at Leonora re-opened this year. r
do not know whether he can get that ef-
fected this year, but if he is prepared to go
to the department and show that, as he told
the House, those continuation classes can be
re-opened and carried on without cost to the
department, I can see no reason why he
should not get what he desires. The mem-
ber for Leederville (Iffr. Millington) wants
a school at Wembley Park. It is rather a
flash name, hut I believe that, after all, it is
merely West Leederville. I do not know
whether the hon. member has made repre-
sentations to the department for a school
out there, but I will bring it under the notice
of the Minister. I wish to endorse the com-
pliments paid by the hon. member to the
parents' and citizens' associations. I knew
that in the metropolitan area, and in many
other places, those associations are doing
wonderfully good work. The member for
Kattanning (Mr. Thomson) suggested the
appointment of in honorary Royal Commios-
sion to inquire into our educational system
with a view to determining whether or not
economics could be effected without impair-
ing the efficiency of the system. The matter
is worthy of consideration, and probably,
some good might accrue if the suggestion
were acted upon. I hope the Committee will
pass the Estimates as printed.

Item, Furniture, books, sale of stock,
£13,000:

Mr. LAMONID: In my view the depart-
ment ought to set aside a portion of this
amount with a view to installing dual desks
at Port Hedland. It would be only right if,
in so hot a climate, the comfort of the chil-
dren were studied a little. I hope the Min-
ister will give this sympathetic considera-
tion.

Item, Conveyance of ChildrenZ to School,
£11,000:

'Mr. TAYLOR: A number of members
have complained of the reduction of this
item. The Minister declared that the de-
partment had been imposed upon in that
parents well able to pay for the conveyance
of their children to school had, neverthe-
less, drawn the allowance. But why should
parents unable to pay be made to suffer
because a few have imposed on the depart-
ment? In my view tfiese accounts should
he closely scrutinised . Then there would
be no need to reduce the amount.

Vote put and passed.
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Deportment of Public Health, Hon. 3. 21.
Drew, Mfinlister (Hon. S. W. Muasie in
chairge of the vote).

V'ole - Medical and Public Health,
£6184,923S:

lion. S. WV. 3IENSIE (Honlorary '.flli-
ister-Hannans) [8.55]:- This year 'a Es-
timates show an increase of 23 4904 as
against those of last y ear. There is so
little done, and so much to be done that, as
Minister controlling the department, I
scarcely know where to start. We could
easily spend at least £20,000 more in this
department and reap more than £20,000
benefit thereby. The department includes
twvo main sections, namely that dealing with
the maintenance of hospitals, of medical
services and of the homes for the aged;
and the second dealing 'with numerous qies-
tions of public health and sanitation, inl-
eluding general administration of the
Health Act, tire setting tip and observance
of precautions against infectious diseases,
the medical inspection of school children,
the registration of general trained nurses,
the registration and supervision of mid-
wifery nurses, thle setting up and obser-
vance of regulations for thre purity of foods
and drugs, and infant welfare work. All
will admit that this department should aim
at the prevention of disease where possible,
and the giving of every facility f'or pre-
venting children from growing tip as de-
fectives when their defects can be cured by
proper attention when young. On the Edu-
cation Vote the member for Coolgardie
(Mfr. Lambert) raised the question of den-
tal clinics. In sontie of the big schools in
America a form is set aside especially for
examination and treatment by dentistry.
In this State the Education Department
has not been billed with any of that ex-
pense. Rather has it fallen onl the Medical
and Health Department. So far we have
not succeeded in getting any amiount. placed
onl the Estimates for the establishment of
dental clinics. At present we are conduct-
inig dental cliuics at the Public Health De-
partment. Ani enormous amount of work
is being done there in attending to child-
ren 's teeth. All the dental work there is
free. I am in accord with the department
in the desire to establish dental clinics
wherever possible, and where there is a sumf-
ceat number uf children; but we cannot
establish dental clinics without the neces-
sary funds. I asked for the appointment of
a full-time dentist. The Dentists' Associa-
tion in Perth are doing this work free at
the department. When the question of es-
tablishing a dental clinic at Frematle was
brought under my notice, I inquired
whether we could get the work done there
in the sanme way as was being done in
Perth. I was, however, informed that this
was almost impossible, as there were so few
members of the association resident in Fre-
mantle that it would he hard upon them if
they had to carry out thle same duties there

as were being carried out by thre dentists
in Perth. I tried to secure the employment
of a full-time dentist, as well as an extra
medical man, but I have not yet succeeded.
If the Legislative Council pass the Lot-
teries Bill 1 hope to have sufficient money
to pay a full-time dentist ad doctor. Thec
first money that is made available from the
proceeds of the lottery will be used in the
employment of a full-time dentist, and an-
other doctor to examine the school children.

Mr. Sampson: 'Will the dentist travel
round the country?

Hon. S. W. MIUNSIE: Yes. We do not
want him in Perth at present. The bigger
centres in the country will first have his
services. We hare only one doctor carry-
ing on. medical inspections of schools,
namely Dr. Roberta Jull. She, however, is
desirouls of going onl to hialf-time. I con-
gratulate her on thre splendid work she has
done. Too small a percentage of the noti-
fications that are sent to the homes are
observed by the parents. Ia many
cases the parents have not sufficient
funds to carry out the suggestions, and
aire not in the Position to get thle Money.
We hope, however, to overcome that
very shortly. During the last financial
year the total vote of the diepartment was
excessed to thre extent of £5,486, the major
portion being expenditure on medical and
hospital services at new centres. Five new
hospitals were opened during the last
financial year.

Mfr. Teesdale: That ought to bring in
some votes.

Hon. S. W. MIUNSIE: I do not know.
Mr. Sampson: They were all agreed to

by the previous Government.
Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: I have opened

three since I took office.
Mr. Sampson-. We laid the foundation

stones,
Hfon. S. W. MUNSlE: The late Govern-

mnent certainly did build hospitals. Un-
fortunately the hospital erected at North-
cliffe was only half thle size it ought to
have been, and we have to spend as much
money again in order to double the size of
the institution.

The Minister for Lands: Northcliffe is
20 miles from Pemberton.

Hon. S. W, MUNSIE - The place is al-
ready overcrowded. The doctor applied re-
cently for sonic tents in which to accom-
niedate the overflow of patients.

Mr. Taylor: Tents would niot he of much
Luse in winter.

Jion. IS. W. MUNSIE: He was prepared
to piut upl with thorn for the time being.
Approval has been given for the expendi-
ture of the money necessary to double the
size of the hospital. The new hospitals f
have referred to were begun in the( lattr
portion of 1928-24. Ini eaceh case only a
few months' eircaditure was brought inl
to last year's figures. The increase in thle
vote of £3,904 is chiefly duo to the neces-
sity for keeping these hospitals going and
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in paying the salaries involved, etc. The
Department of Public Health directly man-
ages 27 hiospitals, as well as the Woorolao
Sanatorium, the Old Men's Home at Clare-
mont, and the Women's Rome at Frenmantle.
In addition to these departmentally man-
aged hospitals, the Perth Hospital, the
Children's Hospital, and the Frenmantle
Hospital conie under the department. There
are alsio 39 smaller hospitals managed by
local committees in various parts of
the State. All the subsidised institu-
tions look to tbe department for sonic
measure of financial help, and advice
and assistance in other directions, The
total average number of beds occupied
in these departmentally controlled and
subsidised hospitals is slowly increasing,
and aggregates about 940 beds occu-
pied on the average throughout the year.
Members will thus realise that it costs a
lot of money to keep) these institutions
going. I made inquiries from the board of
management of the Perth Public Hospital
and I ram the R.M.O0. as to what their esti-
mate was of the cost of briuging that In-
stitution up to the standard to which, in
their opinion, it should be raised, for the
treatment of every patient who applies for
admission. I am told that this would east,
-without -any extravagance, no less than
tso000.

Mr. Taylor: That is, to erect another
win g.

Ron. R. W. 1113NS4IE: Ye;, and in pro-
viding plant and essential appliances that
are now lacking.

Mr. Taylor: A. ien- wing would be re-
quired for another 100 beds, and the nurses'
quarters would have to be increased.

Hlon. S. W. MUNSIE:- It is not possible
for the Government to reduce the hours for
the nurses, as has been agreed upon, until
-we have increased accommodation for them.
It is proposed to reduce the hours to 52
pe week, for day and night shifts. A con-
ference of representatives of the Medical
Department, the three big hospitals in the
metropolitan area, and the A.T.'N.A. recoin-
mended that the hours should be reduced
to 54 in the day and 60 at night. The com-
mittee of the Perth Public Hospital, how-
ever, came to the conclusion that this re-
duction would not be sufficient in the case
of that institution, and decided to make
the hours 52 for day work and the same
for night, whlen sufficient accommodation
had been provided f or the nurses. This will
mean. the employment of 32 extra nurses.
At present we have not a spare room for
one of them. It will also mean the em-.
j'loynient of two extra house doctors, and
a general increase of one in each of the
profess;ions outside on the honorary staff.
This will involve an expenditure of £5,000.
I hope the nurses' quarters will he cam-
pileted early in the new year, so that the
nutrses may gut the benefit of the reduced
hours. Fur some years past medical men
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and scientists generally, have expressed
themselves in favour ot the deep therapy
X-ray treatment as a cure for cancer. The
Government made inquiries as to what it
wotild cast to instal a plant of this descrip-
tion at the Perth Hospital. The Commris-
sioner for Public Hlealth, Dr. Atkinson, told
me he would not be justified in recomn-
mending the Government to expend money
on such a. plant until something wore defi-
nite has been decided as to the beneficial
results from such treatment, He also ex-
plained that two medical men in Perth hnd
recently installed such plants at their own
expense. The RtM.O. of the Perth Public
Hospital brought under my notice the case
of a roan who w-as suffering from cancer.
It was put up to him that this was a ease
that could well be treated by the deep
therapy X-ray plant. It was also stated
that the unfortunate individual passsessed
no money. The doctor asked me if I would
use my influence with the Government to
see wh'ether some arrangement could not be
made with one of the medical men now
possess i ng the planut to treat this main. The
resident medical officer interviewed those
mnedical gentlemen, and to their credit be it
said they agreed to carry out the proposal
that was submitted to them. These two
medical gentlemen agreed to treat practi-
cally at cost, eases sent to them under cer-
tain conditions. I put the matter before the
Treasurer, and he approved of what was
proposed. Since then two cases have been
treated. I ami sorry to ay that one died,
but the other, under the treatment, if he is
uot showing an improvement, is not getting
Worse. I would not be doing my duty if
1 did not say something in connection wvith
the position regarding leprosy in the north-
west. Prior to the present Government com-
ing into power, arrangements had been made
with, the Commonwealth Government to send
an expert to Western Australia for the pur-
pose of making a leprosy survey of the
north-west. Not long after the present
Government assumed office that medical gen-
tleman arrived, and I then discovered that
no provision had been made on last year's
Estimiates for the expenses to be incurred.
The Commonwealth Government were pre-
pared to pay the salary, but the State had
to pay the expenses. Dr. Cook, the medlical
officer concerned, has completed his survey
of the north-west, and his report regarding
the health of the natives reveals a very sat-
isfactory state of affairs in comparison with
the reports that had been circulated. No
fewer than 2,584 natives were examined],
and only 84 were found to be suffering train
granulomna. There were five cases of lep-
rosy discovered. We have only just received
Dr. Cook's repoirt, and a conference has
been held for the purpose of determining
what is to be done. I assure members
that no time will be lost ina arriving at a
decision that will be in the interests of the
people of the 'North-West, and of the State
generally, as well as the unfortunate natives
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them-nselves. I ann not yet in a position to
state what that decision is.

M1r. Teesdale.- I hope you will not re-
awnken the scare that occurred in one place.

Hon. S. WV. MVNSIE: Times out of numn-
ber I have scarcely been able to restrain
myself during thne period that Dr. Cook ad
the member for Roebourne (Mir. Teesdale)
were travelling through the north for the
upurpose of carrying out that survey. The
Department were besieged with letters from
people who desired to know what we -were
doing, and who were offering criticism,
These people were saying: "Why don't you
let ins know what you are doing?" I be-
lieve the Department were right in the atti-
tude they aildopted, that no publicity should
he given respecting Dr. Cook's arrival. The
reason for that was that probably the
natives would in sonic way be informed that
it was intended to carry out the mission,
and they would have made themselves
scarce. We know, of course, that the
natives do not read the newspapers, bit
there aire scores of white men who can talk
tine aboriginal language, and that there are
manny half-castes who learn what appears in
the Press. If any disclosure had been made,
and] it had become generally known through-
out the north-west there would have been
no natires to examine. All would have dis-
ap peared into the bush.

Mr. Taylor: The member for Boebourne
would have tracked them up.

Hon. S. W. 3EUNSIE: I had to sit un-
der severe criticism because I would not dis-
close what was taking place. In regard
to child welfare work the Government have
agreed that in centres 'where it can be car-
ried out under conditions laid down there
must be collected in the district a sum of
£100, towards which the local authorities
must contribute £25. In such cases they
shall secure the services of a qualified nurse
trained in child welfare work, and having
succeeded in doing thalt the Government will
then subsidise the district up to £100 per
annum. It is not possible at present to
get trained nurses in Western Australia. It
may be possible to secure the services of one
or two troum the Eastcrn States or New Zea-
land. We ourselves are not in a position
to train nurses in this work for the reason
that we have no training school. Recently
the matron of the King Edward 'Maternity
tHospital went East in order to undergo a
course of study in child welfare work ex-
tending over a period of three months so
that she may be able on her return to start
the training of nurses in this inmportant
ditty. I cant say emphatically and candidly
that work of this description, even if it cost
£2,000 a year, will be worth the money ex-
pended. I cannot see why in Western Aug-
tralia we cannot get this movement estab-
lished, seeing that our climatic conditions are
even better than those of New Zealand. If
we can earry out child welf are work in the
thickly populated centres we shall redne
our infantile mortality to perhaps a level

lower than that of -New Zeahltnd. By reason
of the great 'tork that has been performed
in N-ew Zealand that country has tine lowest
;nfuntile death rate in the world. That is
an object lesson that we might well copy,
There is no reason w-hy we bhould not be
aide to follow tine example set by New Zea-
land, provided tie are prepared to train
our people in the right direction.

Mr. Taylor: They are a hardier race in
New Zealand.

lion. S. W, ML'NSW: They are no hard-
ier there than our people. Our children are
just as healthy and virile, but there aro
certain conditions; under which ninny child-
ren are born wichie prove a great hnandicap,
and it has beent shown that very often
mistakes made have been tine result of ig-
norance. Many of the causes responsible
for infant amortality are preventable, and
I assure the House that they will be pre-
vented when we get the child welfare cen-
tre established. I trust the Hlouse aill ac-
cept the estimates of this Department, and
pass thenn without munch comment.

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [9.25]: 1 realise
that the Medical Department, with the
money at their disposal, are doing all that
is possible. The people who live out in the
back countryv have to tax themselves in
order to provide medical facilities, and the
taxes they are paying are just about asB
much as they can bear. We are hoping
that the Lotteries Bill will be passed so
that the people in distant places will be
relieved of tine load they are -carrying at
the present time- They are nt able to do
much more than they are doing in connec-
tion with the maintenance of hospitals-
There is one matter to which I wish to
.refer, and. on which I would like some in-
formation front the Minister. T rotoir to
the case of Constable Hubbard, a police
officer who was stationed at Yalgoo for
about 18 months, and who was ani efficient
and popular officer, He was taken bad and
the case was diagnosed by a doctor at Yal-
goo as appendicitis. There was no hospital
at Yalgoo, and it was necessary for him to
be sent by train to Geraldtoa. The un-
fortunate sufferer was sent to (ieraldton.
where Dr. Ilungerford, district mnedical
officer, was conmnunicated with. The Yal-
goo doctor informed Dr. Hungerford that
rime patient was ready far an operation.
Dr. Hungerford reeived the rmsage and
passed it on to the police, and the police
%vere waiting when the train arrived. Prior
to the train arriving, however, hie communi-
cated with the Geraldton Hospital, and
asked whether everything was ready for
tile admnission of the patient. The hospital
authorities expressed complete surprise at
what had been told them, and declared that
they were unaware that they had to receive
a serious case. The condition of the suf-
ferer had been aggravated by long train
journey, and when he arrived at the hospital
he was in a very bad state. The hospital
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authorities, Pealising the urgency of the
ease, rang tip the doctor and ascertained
that he was at a place 23 or 24 miles from
(iernldton. Not until the following morn-
ing, 13 or 14 hours after having been ad-
nitted to the hospital, was Hubbard oper-
ated on, andi he died shortly stter the
operation. Why was he left in great pain
all that time 'Was it because the patient
was under another doctor, or because he
was a police constable for whom the resi-
dent nmedical officer would receive no re-.
muneration outsidle his allowancel I under-
stand the police arc holding an inquiry into
the matter. We should have a Government
inquiry, When a doctor in charge of a
hospital in such a district gets word of a&
bad case being forwarded, be should be in
attenance to receive it. The action of the
doctor has been criticised a good deal in
Yalgoo. ('unstable Hubbard was a very
efficient offic-er and respected 'by the corn-
mnunity of Yalgoo. I do not say that if
the doctor had been in attendance his life
would have been saved, but from a humani-
tarian point of view the doctor, after hav-
ig been notified of the case, should have

been in attendance.

Mr. COVEELEY (Kimberley) [9.36]: 1
wish to acknowledge the prompt attention
the Minister has given to health matters in
the 'North-West. I hope he will contiuue
the important work of getting the leprosy
cases removed farther from the town of
Derby, in fact out of the district. It is all
very well for the member for Roebourne to
interject and ay he hopes the 'Minister will
not awaken elsewhere the stir caused in
Derby. We can do without the lepers in the
Ximherleys.

Mr. Teesdale: You know nothing about
the Kimberleys. Confinc your remarks to
Derby.

,Mr. COVERLEY: I know quite as much
about the Rimberleys as does the hon.
member-

Mr. Teesdale: Confine your remarks to
Derby, and respecting that you know only
wh at you hare heard.

Mr. COVEELEY: I wish to refer to the
inadequate health facilities in the Kimber-
leys. The people in the isolated parts are
entitled to better facilities, but I think we
can leave it to the Minister, who has made
such a good start, to eater for these wants.

'Mr. LA'MBET&T (Coolgardie) [9.38]: 1
wish to congratulate the Minister--

Mr. Taylor: One would think this was a
mutual admiration society.

Mr. LAMBERT: There will be no ex-
change of admiration between the hon. mem-
ber and myself. It is pleasing to know that
the department are alive to the importance
of one branch of health to which I have &I-
ready made reference. I feel keenly the
need for improved dental nttention in this
State-

MJr. Taylor: Every cobbler sticks to his
last.

Mr, LAMIBERIT: And the provision of
dental clintics wherever possible. In more
titan 30 States in America there are over
7,000 dentbal clinics run by the odoatological
societies of the United States, who regard
the ajatter of dental attention as of prime
importance to the population. In a small
State like Western Australia u-n can at least
make a start. We have medical iuspection of
children and directions are tent to parents,
but when there is a big family the parents
cannot always incur the expense involved.
Members appear to be seized with the im-
port ance of the quiestion. There is a dental
clinic attached to the Health ]Department.
In the Eastern States there are odontological
societies and there is a leisured class that
can give greater honorary service than can
be expected of the profession here. I hope
the Mlinister will ask the dental profession
to meet him in conference in order that a
step may he made in the direction of pro-
idiring proper dental treatment for chil-
dren, particularly in the mwore scattered
parts of the State. The neglect on the part
of Australian parents to care for the teeth
of their children is a crying shame. Pareats,
either through inability to pay or through
ignorance, exhibit the most callous in-
difference to this nfl-important matter,
The early care of the teeth is es-
sential to the preservation of the general
hl th of the community. I hope the
Government will extend the usefulness of
this branch of the department. Prob-
ably 00 per cent, of tha children are
doomed to suffer from the cradle to the
grave through not having received the
necessary dental treatment, and to this is
due many of the ills that affect the adult
population. I congratulate the Minister, end
hope that he will not lose any opportunity
to remedy the evil by calling in the dental
profession. I trust, further, that he will
urge the profession to realise their responsi-
bilities to the people of the State in this re-
sp ect,

Mr. SAMPSON (Swan) [9.423:- Hav-
ing been associated with this depart-
ment for some time, I realise the
great importance of hospital service. I
recall with appreciation the great assistance
rendered by the three principal hospitals
which have been mentioned-the Perth, re-
mantle, and Children's Hospitals. The Perth
Hospital, with its secretary, is, as we all
know, making a great effort to secure ad-
ditional funds for necessary works; and we
may very reasonably and properly congratu-
late 'Mr. Eagleton on the success already
achieved. The organisation established to
secure the looked-for return is much to Mr.
Eaglet on's credit, At Fremnantle the com-
mittee headed by Mr. Boltoni has done great
service. Much remains to be done at Fre-
mantle as regards repair of buildings, but it
is hoped that in the near future, with the

1635



[ASSEMBLY.]

help of the committee, the necessary funds
wvill be available. For the Children's Hos-
pital, too, good wcork is being done by vari-
ois organisations and by the secretary. The
chairman of the Perth Hospital, Mr. Haw-
kins,, is another great worker; as was the
late Speaker of this House, Mr. Taylor,
when for several years he was chairman of
the lPerth Hospital Board. I was glad to
observe recently an assurance that the dread-
flill observation ward attached to the Perth
Hospital will shortly be a thing of the
past. For vezurs it has been a scandal of
our hospital administration. I look forward
with great satisfaction to the erection of a
mental reception borne at Point Heatheote,
and later of a mental convalescent home
there. The matter of deep therapy was men-
tioned by the Minister, who will recollect
that last session the House carried a resolu-
tion urging the addition (of the necessary
equipment for deep therapy treatment to
the Perth Hospital. It was then, and in
some quarters still is, questioned whether
deep therapy is reliable; but I am assured
that in a fair percentage of cases-I believe
at least 30 per eent.-of cancer and other
malignant growths the treatment proves
effective. From my own knowledge 1
can speak of the case of a Mel-
bourjie lady who suffered from a malig-
nant growth, and who within the last
few months bas received wonderful
benefit from deep therapy treatment; in
fact, she is now in good health once more.
The ease constitutes a strong testimony to
the efficacy of the treatment. I hope the
Minister, notwithstanding the advice he has
received, will press for the addition of the
necessary equipment to our chief hospital.
I am glad that child welfare centres arc
heing established, and I agree that they
will mean a reduction in infant mortality.

lion. S. W. Munsie: And eventually a
reduction in the number of patients eniter-
ing our hospitals. We shall be a healthier
people.

Mr. SAMPSON: Undoubtedly attentioni
given dluring the first three or four years
of a child's life will lay the foundation of
good health. Later I shall ask the Minister
to continue to provide free passes for people
wishing to visit patients at the Wooroloo
Sanatorium.

M r. OR1FP1THS (Avon) [9.46) : I
wish that some of the people who
have been preaching and screeching against
the State Lotteries Bill had to go
around the country districts and observe
the widespread lack of hospitals and
nurses there. Then perhaps they would
not be so ready to talk about direct giving,
which we know is in practice a failure.
I would like them to visit Westonia, and
see there a well-equipped hospital carried
on by an enthusiastic committee, who by
all sorts of stratagems have been keeping
the wolf from the door. They are assisted
by a splendid matron, who by the adoption

of the most economical metthod., makesr
every pound go to its limit ; and they' have
the aid of a secretary who does his work
gratuitously. There is in the Westonia
district a crowd of flew settlers, migrants,
many without means, who because of rough
living and hmanged conditions form, a large
proportion of the Westonia hospital's
inaticnts. When I go to the Minister I am
told that the Wetonia hospital committee
have done well in making expendliture and
income very 'ecarly meet, hut that they can-
not expect much assistance fromt the de-
piartinent, who have not the requisite cash.
Next I would take the opponents of the
State Lotteries Bill to Kellerlierrin, where
the people, on the strength of a promise
made by a previous Government and con-
firmed by the present Government, have
orderedl an up-to-date X-ray apparatus.
The Kellerberrin hospital, too, is prac-
tically supported by voluntary contribu-
tions. However, the X-ray apparatus is
now at Freamantle, and the Kellerberrin hos-
pital committee really do need some -.a-
sistanee. Once more I applied to the de-
partnment for assistance towards a mater-
nity ward, but received the same reply,

'' 0funds.'' At Meckering there is a
well-equipped hospital supported by earnest
people. Here once more an application for
assistance brought from the department the
reply, ''No money.'' I am indeed pleased
to know that the Minister and his depart-
ment are giving attention to child welfare.
There is great need for it in this State.-

Thope the State Lotteries Bill will be
passed.

Mr. TEESDALE (Boebourne) f9.5O):
I would not have risen but for the
invitation of the member for Kim-
herley that liy electorate should take
over his electorate's lepers. The leprosy
business is nothing new-at all events not
to me, though it may be to the member
for Kimberley. We have had leprosy for
25 years in my electorate, and have never
squealed about it. I was indeed surprised
to bear a Minister advise the lion, member
to ''buck in,'' while I ivas endeavouring to
support the Honorary Minister. My desire
was to pa~y on indirect compliment to the
Government. The leper scare is practic-
ally confined to Derby, and most of the
agitation has been caused by a few
newchums there. I wish to congratulate the
officials of the department on their work.
I have seen the inner workings of the de-
partment, and it was a satisfactory ex-
perience. Had it not been for the pre-
cautions taken by the Principal Medical
Officer, the whole trip to the North would
have been a farce and a waste of money.
Those precautions made the trip a great
success, and except as regards two stations
the object of the journey was attained.
I played a humble part in the matter. I
was simply a sort of caretaker of the turn-
out.
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The Minister for Lands: I thought I was
to be complimented oa having sent up a
good man!

Mr. TEE SDALE: Welt, of course you
could not expect anyone on this side to say
that. However, I was very pleased with
the trip, and I am sure the Premier will
not mind my saying that the scheme orig-
inated with the er-Premier, and was the-
roughly well carried out.

'\r. Taylor: 'What about the motor car:
Mr. TEESDALE': Oh that was a dead

f rost. However, this leprosy is nothing
new. The W~adham people are not exer-
cising their minds about it. There is no
revolution either in Broome or at Sampson,
and I have not heard of anything doing at
taruarvon. I was surprised to find the
splendid precautions taken by the depart-
mnt at Derhy. I have never seen a place
better cared for. I should like it to go on
record that the whole trip was splendidly
organised by the chief medical officer and
was a great success.

Mr. SLEEMAN (IFremantle) [9.54]: 1
rise to stress the urgent necessity for the
establishment of dental clinics in this State.
A couple of months ago I introduced a
deputation to the 'Minister for Health ask-
ing for dental clinics, and if the Treasurer
had been more lenient to us probably some-
thing would have eventuated. It is of no
use employing medical officers and nnrses
to go around the schools telling, the child-
ren that their teeth are in a bed state if
we are not to follow it to its logical con-
elusion and provide dental clinics for deal-
ing with them. I am disappointed to find
there is nothing on the Estimat es fur this
purpose and I hope that, in the near future,
something will be done. I would even go
so far as to Cut out the inspection of school
children if, by so doing, we could provide
dental clinics. It is unnecessary to tell the
children that their teeth requirc. attention
if we cannot provide dental clinics.

'.\r. TAYLOR (Mft. Margaret) [9,563:
Let me for the moment confine my remarks
to my own electorate, where the population
has greatly diminished, but where, neverthe-
less, it is still necessary that hospitals
should be maintained. The cost of hospital
maintenance up there is very high, if only
on account of the sparsity of the popula-
tion; and they arc not getting sufficient
from the Government to enable them to
carry on. Tn one place in my electorate
hospital maintenance is costing the workers
on the mines something like £8 per ainnumn
per man, At Laverton two years ago
married men were paying 2s. 3d. weekly
for hospital maintenance and I am told
the people of Leonora are paying £4 10s.
per Annum for the same purpose. Of course
Leonora has quite a large population as
compared with Laverton and Morgans. I
hope the Government will not be niggardly
in the support of these outside hospitals.

It is difficult for the Gjovernment to find
the necessary funds, but it is infinitely
more difficult for the poople up there to
have to maintain their own hospitals. Th e
nearest doctor to Morgans or to Laverton
is the doctor at Leonora, and so both at
Laverton and Morgans the hospital patieats
have to depend oa the skill of the local ma-
tron. I listened with interest to the Mlin-
ister when he was referring to the Perth
Hospital. lHe declared that to bring that
hospital up to date would cost £-50,000. He
expressed regret that he was unable to meet
the obligations necessary to enable the hoars
of the nurses to be shortendd. I suggest to
him the adoption of a athemce that I, when
chairman of the Perth Hospital Board, put
up to the secretary. The Minister will know
that over the casualty wvard some 30 wards-
maids and housemaids are being accommo-
dated. There was a tivo-storcy building in
Murray-street that the Government could
have rented for £5 weekly, It would have
accommodated the maids, thus affording
additional roonm for 30 nurses in those
quarters. The cost of suitably fur-
nishing those rooms would have been but
very low. Speaking from memory I think
the total cost of the scheme was £3,000, the
major portion of which would have gone in
furnishing the rooms, at a Cost of about
£27 per room. Then when the new quarters,
were built that furniture could have been
uatilised. Consequently, the increased cost
of maintenance would have been Confined
virtually to the small salaries of 13 nurses,
mostly probstioners. This would have made
it possible to give the nursing staff the re-
duced hours of 52 per week. At present
the nurses are working 62 hours weekly and
it is suggested that those hours he reduced
by ten, and that the nurses get it half-holi-
day per week. To-day their only holidays.
are three weeks at the end of each year.
They- hav-e one day off in each week, but
that is their Sunday. I will supply the
Mlinister with the full details of the scheme,
and, if hie will go into it, I am confident
that he must regard it with favour. It
would give welcome relief to the nursing
staff. It is not wise for the Government to
wait till they can see their way clear to
the expenditure of £50,000 before effecting
any reform.

Hon. S. W. Mulnsie:. It is not proposed
to wait until then. It is estimated that
£5,000 will give the nurses ample quarters.

Mr. TAYLOR: You can afford them im-
mediate relief for a very small expenditure.
T appeal to the 'Minister to give considera-
tion to this and to the needs of those hos-
pitals in outback centres.

Mr. 'MARSHALL (Murchison) [10.21:
U agree with the Minister that he has a
very difficult row to hoe, inasmuch as the
funds available are so inadequate. T hope
his efforts to raise money for charities un-
dler the Lotteries Bill will be sucessful.
People who travel in the more remote parts
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of the State and see what medical atten-
tion is given, and how hard a task it Ns
for ',the people to maintain their hospitals,
will surely not be ready to gamble with
the lives of our citizens by desiring to see
the detent of the Lotteries Bill. I endorse
the remarks of the miembler for Cue with re-
gard to the case of Constable Hubbard of
Ynlgoo. Sonmething should be done to in-
vestigate that matter. It seemis to have been
somewhat itluaunj on the part of Dr. Hun-
gerfortl inl going 301 miles away from Ocr-
aldton iwhun hu knew this pinient was in
a dangerotus condition and was on the train
going to himl for treatment. It may be
that the dloctor had just as important a
case to deal with elsewhere, but it would
be a good thing to ascertain why the un-
fortunate man was allowed to remain in
agony until it was too late to save his life.
I agrev with the Honorary Minister who
said that an effort should be made to re-
due infant mortality, and that a good
way of doing so was by employing lecturers
to instruct mothers and those about to he-
come mothers. He maintained that ignor-
ance was largely responsible for the trouble.
There is need for tuition aloag these lines,
and for scale one to impart that instruc-
tion. Other factors, however, enter into
consideration. There is a lack of sympathy
towards the proper housing, care, attention
and clothing of infants. Women who are
about to become mothers are often allowed
to live in unhealthy surroundings. What
is needed to remedy that difficulty is a Fair
Rents Bill. Xbtwithstanding our alleged
civilisation and up-to-date laws, we some-
times find three or four families domi-
ciled in one %mall haumpy, because of the
high rents that are charged. That sort of
thing is bad for prospective mothers, who
are very often ill-fed and ill-clad in addi-
tion to being ill-housed. This is just as
important a matter as the giving of lec-
tures.

Mr, Taylor: There is no provision on the
Estinintes for this.

Mr. MIARSHALL: The hon. member can
say as mnuch from his seat as he can when
he is standing up, but I intend to express
my opinion in spite of his interjections.

Mr. Taylor: I most consider myself
squashed.

MSr. MSARSTA1L: 'Not only do people
outback contribute directly to the mainten-
ance of their hospitals, hot they contribute
very largely by indirect means, and by run-
ning entertainments and bazaars. I believe
that certain institutions are solely main-
tained by the Glovernment without any local
effort being made for their upkeep.

Mr. Sampson: The position is unfair.
Mr. MARSHALL: Yet.
Mr. Taylor: They are old-established in-

stitutions, too.
Mr. MARSHALL: 'Yet. I must protest

against that kind of thing. At Mfeelca-
tharra there is a hospital, but no other medi-
cal conveniences north of it nearer than

Port Hed land. The doctor visits 'Marble
Bar weekly. When a serious accident oc-
curs the patient is run straight into Meeka-
tharra, sometimes as great a distance as9500
miles. Notwithstanding the splendid efforts
of thle local people to maintain the hospital,
when they apprroach the Government for a
slight increase in the subsidy they are
turned down, because the money is wanted
for the sole maintenance of the other insti-
tutiuins I have mentioned, The Govern-
meat should change that policy, and atsk
every institultion to nmake sonic local effort
towards its mnaintenance. This could be
arranged on a tier capita basis. A. town
with a population of 5,000 could readily
maintain a small hospital, but as things
are very little is done. Evidently they got
money from the Treasury in the early days,
established ztheamselves, and forced the Gov-
erninent to go on maintaining them to the
detriment of other districts. Mfeekatharra
has to supply the needs of people hundreds
of miles aiwny, but receives nothing ia re-
turn. The Government should take into
coiisidcratiout the amount that is raised
locally, and, when a little more assistance
is asked lor, should do their best to give
it. f also wish to refer to the ramshackle
building called the Wilua Hospital. Like
tile school, this was damaged by the cyclone.
Instead of reconstructing the female
wardl, th Government of the day
divided the male ward into two wards.
I have lately seen the alterations and reno-
vations, and doubt if a health inspector in
Perth would pads the building as a fit place
to keep prize dogs in. I do not know what
conception those responsible for the build-
ing have of the likes and dislikes of the
outback people. Imagine a small room 2Oft,
by 12, with a partition three feet by two on
top, and ordinary hessian hanging down,
being used for Ijatiemits of both sexes. There is
no enlsomine or paint to be seen, aad noth-
ing is done to brighten up the wards. There
is a female ward at one end of the room and
a male ward at the other. The whole thing
is damnable. Imagine any departmental au-
thority thinking it was a fair thing to put
female patients into a word like that divided
by a thin partition from th2 male ward. I
cannot think that any official would like to
see his inother or sister honsed in such a
building. I eam sure the official who re-
commuendled the alteration would hold up his
hands in horror if lie were invited to send
his sister there as a patient. Qnite, recently
the matron gave up her own room to a fe-
male patient and slept outside herself, be-
cause she had too much womanly decency to
ask the patient to put up with such accom-
modation. The position is scandalous, and
is certainly not an indluce-ment to people to
remain outback. it is no wonder our citi-
zens are continually coming to Perth, where
people can demand so much more considera-
tion, because of the infuence they can bring
to bear upon the Government. The building
i-s not painted, and generally, patients should
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not be asked to put up with such accormno-
dation. With regard to the Wooroloo Sana-
torium, I have nothing to say about the
medical side of it. This State is fortunate
in having so valuable an officer as Dr. Mit-
chell in charge of it. He is one of the
ablest and most competent medical men in
the State. I must also speak highly of his
assistant. The entire medical staff is to be
admired. The sisters work hard and are
most efficient. I have, however, something to
say* about the food supplies. I have asked
questions from time to time, concerning the
supplies of meat, breand, and fish. I have
also approached the Minister personally-
about the bread. I had his assurance that
ain investigation had been made and that
there would be little doubt that black and
sour bread would be abolished.

Mr. Chesson: The bread iq good now.
Mir. MARSHALL: Last Sunday the only

change in the bread was that it was not So
black, but it was Still sour.

Mr. Chuesson: 1 thought the bread was all
right.

MT. MARSHALL: Three patients are
buying their bread in Fremnantle, because the
bread at the institution is unpalatable. I
do not knowv whether the manager or the
secretary is responsible for answering ques-
tions asked in this House. I asked if the
Honorary Minister knew that general dis-
satisfaction prevailed at the institution, and
he replied that very few complaints had
been made. General d~satisfaction un-
doubtedly exists in regard to the food sup-
plies.

Mr. Teesdale: The food generally?
Mr. -MARSIIALL: Yes. The fish that

reaches there is sometimes putrid.
Mr. Sampson: Have you seen any putrid

fish there?
Mr. MARSHALL: I go there more often

than the member for Swan, and have a per-
feet right to say what I see is going on
there.

Mr. Taylor: All that militates against
the management.

Mir. MARSHALL: The Honorary Min-
ister has been misled and is still being mi's-
led in regard to the bread and fish snpply
at Wooroloo. Then, again, within the last
few days the milking machines have been
restored at the dairy and now milk is cut
off the tables. The position is unfair.

Hon. S. W. Mfunsie: The milking machines
are going to remain, too.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not care whether
the 'Minister puts in 100 milking machines;
the only thing I am concerned about is the
shortage of milk for the patients.

Hon. S. W. M-ansie: I was there on Mon-
day last and they told me there was no
shortage. The drop in the milk supplies is
only five or six gallons a day.

Mr. 'MARSHALL: The Minister can get
all the information he wants from the in-
mates.

lion. S. W. Munsie: I got it from a com-
mittee appointed by the men when I was up
there.

Mr. MARSHALL: Last Sunday when 1
"-as at Wooroloo the milk had been taken
from the tables. Another matter that the
Minister can inquire into is that of the egg
supply at the institution. There is an Bun-
dance of eggs at certain periods of the year
and a smaller supply at others. This, of
course, is hearsay, but thn Minister may
make inquiries ns to the truth of what I ame
about to say. Fresh eggs come in daily, but
they are not served out to the patients;
pickled eggs are given to the patients and
the fresh eggs are put in p ickle.

Mr. Taylor: What is the advantage
gainedi

M.%r. MARSHALL: That is what I want
to know.

MrT. Sampson: Are you sure that is the
position?

Mr. MARSHALL: I have been told it is
so by more than one patient. I understand
also that a big supply of fresh eggs is being
sent from Wooroloo to other institutions.

Hon. S. WV. Munsie: Not one.
Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister, of

course, will know wvhether what I am, stat-
ing is correct. I am not prepared to back
up that statement, but I do know that the
bread, meat, and fish are not what they
should be.

Mr. Taylor: They tender for the best
meat.

Mr. MARSHALL: I asked the 'Minister
to ascertain whether frozen meat wvas being
supplied there.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: The contract pro-
vides for a certain quantity of frozen meat
being supplied.

Mr. MARSHALL: The reply to my ques-
tion was that the price paid for meat was
81,/,d. Was that for frozen beef?

R-on. S. W. Munsie: No, fresh meat.
Mr. MARSHALL: My object in obtain-

ing all the information possible was for
the purpose of getting at the possibility,
of slaughtering at the institution.

Ron. S. W. Munsie: That is not possible
unless £2,500 is found.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not prepared to
accept that as being absolutely correct. We
are paying S'Ad. for beef, ad what are
we getting for it. Not fresh beef. The
Minister should have said that a certain
quantity of beef was going in at a re-
duced price.

Hon. S. W7. "Munsie: That is not so.
Mr. 'MARSHALL: Certain patients are

compelled to take the roughest part of the
beast, No choice meat is going into the
institution, but if the cattle were slaugh-
tered there, the whole of the beast would
be utilised, and the meat that cannot now
be obtained would be available. There is
plenty of land around the institution, and
I should like to have expert advice as to
whether or not it would be cheaper to col-
lect stock from the Wooroloo side of Nor-
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them and slaughter it in the vicinity of
the institution. In that way the patients
Would get the best parts of the beast.

lion. S. W. Munsic: They get the best
Row-

Mr. MARSHALL: Unless a keen eye is
kept on the meat that goes into the insti-
tution, the contractor wvill send inferior
stuff there. My knowledge of contractors
of food supplies leads me to believe that
that is not impossible. Whens We reach Item
17, "Se-retary- £348,'' I shall move to
reduce it by £h, as a protest against the
class of food that is being supplied to
patients. Some of the patients actually
buy their own bread because that which is
baked at the institution is not eatable. A
baker is employed there all the year round
and hie has very little else to do but to bake
bread. Yet bread shown to me when I was
there the other day' was black and sour. I
protest against this treatment, of the
patients at Wooroloo; I place some of those
unfortunate men on the same plane as a
returned soldier. They have given their
jives to all industry that has been respon-
sible for a great deal of suffering and dis-
tress, and the ultimate end stares them in
the face. I1 do not blame the Minister; I
know he is sympathetic, and that he is
familiar with the disease that compels many
unfortunate people to end their days at
the sanatorium. The Minister, however,
has been misled or misinformed. I find
from questions asked in the House that one
cannot rely on getting a truthful reply.
This is the second occasion on which replies
given to me in this House were deliberate
lies.

MrE. Teesdale: In this Rouse?
Mir. MARSHALL: Yes; a reply from a

departmental officer, written and signed by
him. It is a pretty mess when members,
asking for information, get from depart-
mental officers, through the Minister,
answers that are totally inaccurate. I am
going to move to reduce the Estimates, be-
cause I have not had a truthful reply to
my questions and the Minister is not get-
tinig the assistance that he should.

.Mr. LAMONT) (Pilbara) [10.30] : I
Wrant to draw the Minister's attention to
a seriouls anomaly. For several months,
from December of last year until March
of this year, the Marble Bar hospital was
left in charge of a Ciniaman, the matron
haying gone away. The doctor attending
that hospital lives at Hedlund, 114 miles
distant, and visits the hospita weekly.
Because the matron was away, sick people
had to go to Port Hedlland. I want to draw
attention to this in order that, when in
future the matron leaves the hospital, some-
body shall be told off to take her place.

Mr. NORTH (Claremont) [10.321] There
is certainly room for improvement in the
way the department is handled. I propose
to refer to three reforms that should be

brought about in thle administration of the
department. The first has to do with the
question of sewerage. Some £2,000,000) has
been spent on sewerage in the metropolitan
area, and that applies to only 30,000 peo-
ple, whereas the rest of the metropolitan
area is still under the old pan System. T1hle
department are to blame to this extent, that
they are permitting householders in the
suburbs to instal septic tanks costing anly-
tiling up to £100 or more, if thle
Health Department are anxious to have
deep sewerage throughout the metropolitan
area, they should prevent, or at all events
limit, the installation of septic tanks.
On the other hand, when a local au-
thority wants to put in septic tanks
throughout a suburb the Health Depart-
ment will not approve of it. This
inconsistency requires looking into. The
department should decide once for all
whether they endorse the pan system, or
whether they propose to allow individual
householders to set up septic tanks.

Honl. S. WV. Munsie: The department do
not control the sewerage. They can only
recommend.

MrI. NORTH: But they are neither con-
clenining nor recommending the septic tanks.

The CHAIRMAN: This question can be
more properly dealt with at a later stage.

MrT. NORTH: The second ebmplaint I
have to make has to do with ventilation.
Air is very cheap, but in many shops and
tlieatrcs in Perth there is hardly any
ventilation at all. It is disgraceful. Under
the Health Act the chief medical officer
has full power to deal With the question.
Occasionally we have epidemics of diseases
such as influenza, one of the chief causes
of which is had ventilation; yet both in

-private houses and in shops ventilation is
largely negleecd. There the department
should use their great powers. The third
point concerns the notification and arrest
of fatal diseases in their early stages.
Probably very few know the symptoms
of serious diseases such as cancer and
tuberculosis, yet no steps are taken to pub-
lish the symptoms of those diseases. The
average man, on being attached, soon
reaches a stage at which he has to go to a
medical adviser, and so the ailment cannot
be arrested, if at all, except at great ex-
pense. Thtus, we get back to the old posi-
tion of cure rather than prevention. it
may be that these three points are not
being dealt with by the department because
experts and doctors differ. I do not be-
lieve that the department are unanimous as
to what is the best and safest system of
sewerage, or as to whether ventilation is of
vital importance. Then again, there is un-
certainty as to the validity of symptoms;
unfortunately the symptoms of a bad cold,
of influenza, and of typhoid, are practically
the same. Perhaps it is because of that
the department do not notify the public of
the symptoms of dangerous diseases. These
three matters could be attended to. Very

1;i I
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little cost would be involved as it wvould
merely be a matter of disseminating the
knowledge of our experts instead of keep-
ing to themselves until too late.

Item, District 3Iedical Officers and Ph'j-
sieianis, £69,550:

Mr. SAMPSON: I should like an explan-
ation as to why this item has been reduced
by £314.

HiOn. S. IV. 1T'NSTE: In administering
the moneys available under this vote, the
first consideration is to make funds avail.
able as far as possible irn districts where,
but for some subsidy, medical practitioners
could not settle. To meet the needs of the
new districts that are springing up from
time to time, it becomes necessary fre-.
riuentlv to revise the subsidies paid in sonme
of the older districts, so that as medical
practice in the older areas becomes more
stable, subsidies can be reduced and the
money diverted to the newer areas.

Item, Wooroloo Sanatorium, Chief Rest-
dent Medical Officer, £852:

Mr. SAMPSON: I have been informed
that it is intended to remove from the sana-
torium to the Old 'Men's Home a large
number of the patients wrho are able to
walk. Is that under consideration?

The 'Minister for Lands: That was done
in your time.

Mr. SAMtPSON: It was not.
HOn. S. W. 31UNSIE: A week last Mon-

day when I visited the sanatorium, the same
question was asked me by' at least half a
dozen inmates. T do not know how the
rumour got about. A week prior to that
the secretary to the Health Department put
in three days at Wooroloo carrying out his
duties, and whether it was gleaned from
sonie hint he dropped that some of the older
patients were to be removed, I do not know.
While I am administering the Health Die.
partnment no man will be removed from the
sanatorium to the Old MIen's Home. If the
necessity to remove some of the patients
from Wooroloo arises it will be when we
have another more suitable home in which
to Place them].

Mr. SAMPSON : I am glad to hear the
Minister's statement. There are all the
facilities at Wooroloo to give the patients
the special treatment they require and to
enable the staff to cope writh all the pr-oh-
lenms.

Item, lWoorotoo Sanatorium, secretary,
£348:

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not wish to do
an injustice to anyone, but I should like to
know whether the secretary is the person
who put up the answers to my questions
recently. If so, I shall mo-ve to reduce his
salary.

Mr. Wilson: The 'Minister is responsible.
Mr. 'MARSHALL, He refers the ques-

tions to departmnentil officers. If I wvere
satisfied this man was responsible for the
food supply at the sanatoriunm, I would
move for a reduction of his salary.

Hon. S. W. Munisie: The secretary at
Waoroloo was not responsible for the an-
swers.

Mr. SAMPSON: I have read the ques-
tion and I consider the member for 31,w-
chison is justified in his objection. The
MJinister might have elaborated his answer
and given it with more candour. The hon.
member asked the price paid for meat sup-
plied to the sanatorium, and the Minister
replied by giving certain information.

The Premier: Did you put up all the
answers to questions asked of you?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Of course we
did.

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 remember one answer
that was not quite in order and I heard a
little about it fromz the Premier arid the
Minister for Works. There was an absence
of candour in the Honorary Minister's an-

The Premier: Not on the part of the
Honorary Minister.

Mr. SAM1PSON: I refer to the answer
to the question. It lacks candour.

lion. S. W. Munsie: In what way?
The Minister for Lands: What is wrong

wsith the answer?
Mr. SAMPSON: The member for liar-

chison is entitled to a full reply to his
question.

The Premier, You gave some weird an-
swers to questions that were asked of you.

Vote put and passed.

House adjourned at 71.3 p.m.

legislative 0(toncti,
W~ednesday, 5th November, 1924.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p~. and rend provers.

QL'ERTION-LANO. CONDITIONAL
PURCHASE.

lion. A. RI'RVTLL asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, What is the largest area of
first class conditional purchase land that
can be held by one person? 2, What is the
largest area of second class conditional pur-


