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dustrial arbitration law., I hope the
second reading will be carried. If the
measure passes with but slight amendment,
it will prove of distinct advantage to
Western Australia,

Oa motion by Hon. J. Cornell debate
adjourned.

BILL —LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly, and read
a first time.

House adjourned ot 1035 p.m.

Tegislative Hssembly,

Tuesday, 4th November, 1924,

Quesﬂon Stats Shipping Service
Bills: Land and Ineome Tax Assessment Act
Amendment, 3B,
hmﬂlgy Billa Act. Amendmenf-.. 2R, Com..

port
General Loan nnd Inam‘lheﬂ Btoek Ael'.
Contipuance, 2R., Com. Report
Dividend Dutics Act Amendment 28., Com
Permanent
Annual Estlmates : Vot.esand Tiems discussed ...

The SPEAKER took the Chair at
p.m., and read prayers.

4.30

QUESTION—STATE SHIPPING
SERVICE.

Mr. LAMOND asked the Honorary Min-
ister (Hon. 8. W. Munsie): 1, In view of
the faet that the steamship “Bambra’’ has

not sufficient accommodation to eope with

the passenger trade now offering on the
North-West coast, is it the intention of the
Government to replace the ‘‘Bambra’’ with
one or more vessels suitably designed for
the trade? 2, If so, ecan he give the ap-
proximate date when the change-over will
be made?

Hon. S, W. MUNRBIE replied: 1, The
matter is receiving serious consideration. 2,
The inguiries are incomplete, and in those
circumstances a definite statement is not
possible.
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BILL--LAXD AXND INCOME TAX AS-
SESSMENT ACT AMENDMERNT.

Read a third ‘time and transmitted to the
Couneil.

BILIL—TREASURY BILLS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier— Boul-
der) 14.36) in moving the second reading
said: This Bill is required to authorise am
increase in the maximum rate of interest for
Treasury bills from 5 per cent. to 6 per
cent, The eriginal Act of 1893 provided
tor a maximum rvate of 5 per cent. An
amendment was passed in 1910 giving the
Colonial Treasurer discretionary power to
inerease the rate of interest up till tweo
years n.ter ithe termination of the war. No
further authority was sought from Parlia-
ment, and so the rate reverted to the orig-
inal amount of 5 per cent, Money cannot
be obtained at that price, and therefore it
is desirable that the Treasurer should have
authority ta issue Treasury bills at the
current rate of interest, Many bills carry-
ing 6 per cent, interest, issued during the
period 1916-20, have fallen due, and we
have been unable to remew them because
pecple would not hand in a G per cent. hill
and take a 5 per cent. bill in return for it,
more especially when investments could be
obtained at the higher rate of interest.

Mr. Taylor: At the 6 per cent. rate

The PREMIER: Yes, and in many in-
stance, perhaps ore, Something like
£39,0600 of 6 per cent. Treasury hills falling
due was paid off last year. Through our
not having authority te pay & rate in excess
of 5 per cent., that money wasg lost to the
Treasury. This is a popular method of in-
vestment by small people, and it is desirable
that the Treasurer should have the power to
inerecase the rate of interest. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.
BRill read a second time.

In Commitiee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported withont amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL—GENERAL. YLOAN AND IN.
SGIEIBED STOCK ACT QONTINU-
AXNCE.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—Boul-
der) [4.42] in moving the second reading
said: The object of this Bill i3 similar to
that of the measure we have just passed. It
ig required to authorise the present rate of
interest on inseribed sfock and debentures
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being extended till December, 1925, Last
sesston authority was obtained for a rate
not exceeding 6 per cent., but that authority
was limited to the end of December, 1924.
Under the General Loan and Tnseribad
Stock Aect the maximum rate of interest is
fixed at 4 per cent., but that has been varied
by amending Acts from time te time, which
Aets have been limited to a period of ome
vear. The authority to pay 6 per eent. will
expire on the 31st December next, so, hav-
ing in mind the rate of interest we are
compelled to pay in order to obtain money,
it i3 necessary that the authority be ex-
tended for another year. 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Question put and passed.
Bill read 2 second time.

In Commitiee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—DIVIDEND DUTIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 15th October.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL ( Northam})
[4.45]: The Bill is designed mainly to
relieve mining eompanies. We have already
been engaged in affording the owners of
mines some relicf under the Land and In-
come Tax Assessment Aet Amendment Bill.
The latter measure declarcs that no tax
ghall he paid until the eapital expended on
a mine has been repaid in full. The pre-
sent measure declares that no dividend duty
shall be paid on profits earned by a mine
after the 30th June of this year until such

profits as equal the amount of share
capital suhseribed have alse been Te-
paid. The Bill is in no way retrospee-

tive, Tt represents one way of encour-
aging people to invest wmoney in min-
ing. We have also to remember that many
mining investors draw utter blanks. In that
ease, of course, they have no dividend duty
to pay, seeing 1hat there are no dividends
to pay duty on. However, the exemption
here proposed will induce people to invest
in mining ventures. On the other hand,
many companies have paid dividends—some
of them very considerable dividends indeed.
In the past over 20 millions sterling have
been paid in ividends; but those palmy
days have passed, and the industry is strug-
gling. I agree with the Premier that we
ought to assist the industrr, and this Bill
represents one means of deing it, Still,
under the arrangement proposed it may hap-
pen that where money is subseribed to a
new share issue in an old company and divi-
dends are paid, the people who benefit will
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not be only the new shareholders, but alse
the men who are now holding shares and are
not subseribers to the new eapital. They
will have their dividends freed of taxation
without any justification, I mentioned this
to the Premier the other day; but I have to
confess that, after discussing the question
with him, I recognise that there is no means
of differentiating, though it does not seem
right that men who have already had their
money back several times over should bene-
fit from an exemption to which they have no
claim, If we could get over the diffienlty,
we would not agree to such men benefiting
now.,

The Premier: It would not occur in many
cases.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It would
oceur in some cases, though perhaps only in
a few. Generally, I agree that the idea of
the Bill is a good one, and 1 consider that
it might well be applied to other industries.
I can make that suggestion, but without
much chance of its being accepted.

The Premier: On the other hand, we
might tax the prosperous industries with a
view to relieving the others.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: We have
been increasing taxation recently on the
other industries; for instanee, on the in-
dugtry of the man on the land,

The Premier: There is not mueh ecapital
at present going into mining ventures.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Capital
will go into them. Wiluna is one ease. 1
hope that Wiluna will turn out well, and
that eonsiderable eapital will be put in there.
T hepe, toe, that the shareholders will put in
enough eapital to enable the mines to be
worked satisfaztorily. Nearly all our min-
ing companies hitherte have suffered from
want of sufficient working eapital, At Wil-
una, I understand, it is proposed to put in
cuough capital to give the mines a fighting
chance. I in no way oppose the Bill. We
all hope mining will flourish again. We are
all proud of the fact that Western Austra-
lian gold mines have paid 28 millions ster.
ling in dividends,

The Minister for Mines: Western Aus-
tralia has paid out in gold 160 million sterl-
ing.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We read
that every day in the quarterly returns, and
very good readiag it is. Tt is a record of
which we are all proud.

The Minister for Mines: I should like to
see it reeur.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL.: Yes;
may history repeat itself. We have all tried
to find some means of assisting mining in
sich o manner as to promote active pros-
pecting; but so far no means have been
discovered. Tt just amounts to this: if good
mines are found, and if people who are
willing to put money inte them can be
found, all will be well. But first one must
make the gold discovery, and secondly, one
must get the investors with money. With-
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out those factors, it is impossible to do any-
thing. Another reason why we sheuld en-
courage mining 1s that we have our railway
system on the goldfields, and that it is doing
very little. That is one ground why we
should enconrage mining, and at the same
time encourage half a dozen other indus-
tries. [ support the Bill, ’

Mr. THOMBON (Katarning) [4.53]: It
affords me great personal satisfaction to
suppert the Rill, and to sce one of the
planks of my party’s platform at the last
election Deing put into effect. I com-
gratulate the Government omn the steps
they are taking te encourage the mining
industry. While salt Governments have
heen extremely desirous of assisting that
industry unfortunately it did not derive
any benefit whatever from the war, but,
on the contrary, had many disabilities im-
posed on it in the form of increased costs,
I trust the measure will have the result
at which the Government are aiming, to
encourage people to pnt money into
mining; and T hope a resuscitation of
mining will eventuate. A great new gold-
field would be the best migration agent
Western Australia eould possibly have. It
would bring thousands of people here, and
much eapital as well.

Mr. SAMPSOXN (Swan) [4.56]: Those
of us who were here in the nineties,
locally known as '‘' The Roaring XNineties,’’
will welcome any attempt to revive the
gold mining industry. TIn those days that
industry was a great asset to the State, as
indeed it still is. It is now hoped that as
the result of the consideration which the
Treasurer proposes to grant by the present
Bill, there will he definite and practical
encouragement giver to mining. We
realise that the prineiple embodied in the
Bill is wrong; but the exigencies of the
position warrant a departore from prin-
ciple and a resort to what may be termed
expediency. Accordingly no one in this
Chamber, T am sure, will oppose the
passing of the measure. I earnestly hope
that as a result of this amendment of the
law financial backers of gold mining will
take heart, and since the Government
have given them this  encouragement
will put more money into mining. Thus
we may look in days not too far distant
for a recurrence of those prosperous
times in gold mining which some of us
experienced in the nineties.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt, Margaret) [4.38]:
As there is no apparent opposition to the
Bill, there is no necessity for goldfields
members to put up any defence for it.
But when it is all over, T do not think the
Government will have lost a great deal
on new ventures. If the new ventures
are rich propesitions, they will soon be
paving dividends. The ventures which
will he proteeted by this Bill will be low-
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grade propositions which will be working
for a considerable time on low dividends,
s0 that a considerable period must elapse
before the shareholders get their capital
returned to them, In that respeet this
amending Bill will induce people to invest
their capitnl more readily in our gold
mines. We have heard a good deal about
legislation in this Parliament and also in
the Federal Parliainent militating agatnst
speculators puiting their money into gold
mining ventures, on account of these being
hearily handieapped by taxation., I am
pleased the Government of Western Aus-
tralia are relieving them so far as it is
possible to do so by this measure, which [
trust will have the desired effect of giving
to the goldfields of this State a badly
needed stimulns, 1 have pleasure in sup-
porting the second reading.

Mr. CHESSON (Cue) [4.59]: T also
welcome the Bill as o step in the right diree-
tion, It is wise to cxempt from taxation
mines under development, so that they may
have an vpportunity of recouping the money
invested in them. A present day mining
proposition requires considerable develop-
ment, involving heavy expenditure in the
ercction of plant and the working of the
mine. We kpow that large sums of money
are expended on machinery, and that the
machinery deteriorates rapidly, Money ex-
pended in the main shafts and levels of a
mine is money there for all time; beecause
cven if the mine were to cloge down next
day, the owners are not allowed to move
the ladders or timbers underground. There-
tore it i3 only right that this concession
should te given. Tf we ean induce people
to put increased money into our mines i
will be of very great benefit to the rail-
ways and to the State as a whole.  The
Bill is a step in the right direction, for
our mines should be assisted and companies
exempted Trom taxation until the money put
into the development of the mines is re-
couped.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (Avon) [5.2]: As the
memher for Mt. Margaret (Mr, Taylor)
has said, there is not much need for any
member representing a goldfields constite-
ency tn o more than give approval to the
BRill. T have in mind the mines at Westonia.
Recently the AMinister had before him a
secheme for the unwatering of those mines
with 2 view fo bringing to development ore
wnrth something like a quarter of a million
of monev. T am sure the Bill will greatly
nssist in  that desirable consummation.
Apart nltozether from the immediate pur-
rose of the Bill, members ought to hack up
the Premier in any endeavour he might
make to have removed the imposts placed
on mining by the Federal authorities. T
will support the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.
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In Committee.

Mr, Lutey in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill,

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clauge ?2—Amendment of Section 6:
The PREMIER: I mave an amendment—

That after ‘‘company’’ in line 1 the
words ‘‘other than a coal mining com-
peay’’ be inserted.

It was not intended that this concession
shoulld extend te coal mines, for they are in
a different category from that of gold
mines. The ground for the concession is
that gold mines and mines of a similar
character are liable to be worked out in s
comparatively few years, whereas ¢oal mines
are far more endoring. The coal fields, we
are told, have a life of thousands of years.
‘Therefore, we would not be justified, at all
events, not this session, in extending the
concession to coal mining.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I thought per-
haps you were trying to encourage the dis-
covery of a better coal.

The PREMIER: If a better coal were
discovered, the reward that wounld come to
the discoverers would in itself be sufficient,
without the Lenefit of the provisions of the
Bill.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr. LAMBERT: 1 should like to pot up
this case to the Premier: A prospector may
develop a show and then sell it. In such a
transaction the prospector is rarely paid in
cash, but has to take shares in lieu of cash.
TUnder the Bill those who put up the actual
cash will be exempt, but the unfortunate
prospector who has aceepted shares in lien
of cash will not be exempt.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He is cxempt
now.

Mr, LAMBERT: XNot under the Divi-
dend Duties Aet. To-day when a mine
is s0ld the amount paid in ensh is only
nominal, I suggest that there be added to
the clause the words ‘‘or shares in lieu
thereof.”’

The PREMIER: If a prospector sells a
property and accepts shares as part of the
purchase price, he is a sharcholder, and to
the eitent that the eompany will not pay
duty on its profits until the whole of its
capital is returned, he will participate in
the benefit under the Bill as a shareholder
in the company.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
right.

Mr. Lambert: Probably that is the in-
tention, but is it clear?

The PREMIER: Yes, quite clear. It is
intended to give relief to the shareholders
only to the extent of the cash they have
put into the property.

Mr. LAMBERT: After the praspector
has aceepted shares, the company start mak-
ing profits. Then the Taxation Commis-
sioner says, ‘‘The amount for which ecash

That is quite
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has been jaid is exempt, but the man who
hag developed and parted with his mine
merely for paper, will have to pay,”’

The Premicr: As a sharcholder he will
get the full benefit,

Mr. LAMBERT: This refers to the capi-
tal that may have beem paid in eash.
Usually the consideration is fully paid
shares. The original owner parts with his
asset for paper.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
holders rank alike under this.

Me, LAMBERT: T should like to sec it
made clear,

The Premier: It is perfectly clear.

Mr. DAVY: The Bill exempts the com-
pany, not the shareholders.

Clause, as amended, agreed to.
Clause 3—Amendment of Section 30:

Mr. DAVY: Thig clause makes a con-
cession, more apparent than real, towards
the eomnany who wishes to appeal. A simi-
lar concesgion has been made to the tax-
paycr who wishes to appeal. I am serry
the Premier has not seen fit to strike out
altogether the vicious principle that some
part of the tax must be paid before a man
hag the right to appeal. Under the Income
Tax Assessment Act the taxpayer has to
pay one-half as a condition precedent to his
appeal. It may be suggested that if a
man has to pay part of his tax before hLe
can arpeal, this may prevent appeals that
are desigued merely to cause delay. That
is not a sound argument, because the lodg-
ing of an apreal without payment of in-
come tax would not delay payment for one
minute. The Taxation Commissioner would
have the same power to recover the tax
after the appeal as before. Under the
Fuderal Act no payment by the taxpayer
is required before appealing, but he is
bound to pay his tax, whether he appeals
or not, within the same time. The law as
it astands to-day bas worked grievous hard-
ship upon taxpayers, A Mr. Price was
asgessed at a large sum in respect of the
sale of an oil proposition to a company,
whercupon he received shares by way of
consideration. He was taxed at about
£3,000. His shares were then quoted at
about 9s., though he could not have sold
them for that. Had he sold them all for
9s. he would not have received the amount
at which he was assessed. As the law
stands to-day, he would have had to put
up £1,500 before he could test the validity
of the assessment, and he would alsc have
been obliged to do that within a eertain
unumber of days, but his finances were such
that he was unable to do so.

The Minister for Lands: That does not
apply to-day; it was altered two yearg age.

Mr. DAVY: The principle is the same,
if a man cannot afford to put up anything
before le appeals. Price conlid not afford
to put up even a quarter of the tax, The
Commissioner has no power to extend the
time for the lodging of an appeal. As the

All  share-
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law stands, a man may have good ground
for appeal, but because he camnnot put up
the cash his right is gone. I move ar
amendment—

That all the words after ‘‘by,’’ in
line 1, 1o the end of the clause, be struck
out, and the following inserted in lew:.—
‘‘deleting the words from ‘'after,” in
line 2 thereof to ‘duty’ in line 3,

The PREMIER: I am unable to accept
the amendment. We are liberalising the
provisions with regard to appeals. Under
the Aet the whole of the duty has to be
paid before an appeal can be lodged, and
we are modifying that to the extent of mak-
ing the amount one-quarter. A case such
as that of Mr, Price would not apply very
often under this Aect, Lecause we are deal-
ing with companies, which would find little
difficulty in putting up one-fourth of the
amount. In gome respects this provision is
more liberal than the Commonwealth law.
The Commonwealth Aet requires a man to
pay the full amount due, notwithstanding
that he has lodged an appeal. In our own
case the Commissioner will net have auth-
ority to take more than one-fourth of the
tax until the matter of the appeal has been
determined. I inquired of the Commis-
sioner, should the provisiop such as the
hon. memhber seeks to have inserted be put
inte operation, whether taxpayers would
take advantage of it to gain time for the
payment of their tax, and not as a genunine
appeal. I am advised that a considerable
percentage of taxpayers would avail them-
selves of sueh a provision in order to gain
time, The Bill will bring the law into line
with what we have already agreed to under
the Income Tax Assessment Act and, for
the time being, I think that is as far as
we can go.

Mr. DAVY: My desire was to bring the
Bill.into conformity with the Land and In-
come Tax Assessment Act. Tdo not see how
gny person could gain one minute’s delay
by appealing, provided that the means were
the same as in the Federal Aet, The hard.
ship under this is that one should have to
pay any proportion of {he tax as a condition
precedent, That has always seemed to me to
be illogical,

Amendment put and negatived.
Clauge put and passed.
Bill reported with an amendment,

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVES,
Second Reading.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon. W.
C. Angwin) (North-East Fremantle) [5.35]
in moving the second reading said: The
Bill deals with a few publia reserves. TUn-
fortunately, when a reserve is deelared to
be (Mass ‘*A,’’ no matter how trifling any
intended alteration might be, it is necessary
to secure the consent of Parliament to effect
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that alteration. All the ¢lanses in the Bill
deal with areas in various parts of the State
andl the alterations it is proposed to make
are of a trivial nature. The first part of
the Bill refers io an exchange of land at
Narrogin. There are park lands in that
town which have been beautified, but they
are separated by a road. The Pres-
byterian  Church at XNarrogin owns a
block of land in the business part of the
town, and the church authorities are de-
sirous of exchanging that block for a por-
tion of the park land. The matter was re-
ferred to the local council, and that body
considered it desirable that the exchange
should be made. The second block referred
to in the Bill is situated at Broome, and is
an edueation endowment. It is necessary
in Broome that there should be a place set
apart as a residential quarter for the col-
oured people in that town. At the request
of the Broome loecal authorities arrange-
ments have been made for the exchange of
a block of land so that the endowment
block may he secured for the purpose de-
sired,

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
ment people agree?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
The third matter referred to in the Bill is
a small reserve in the vicinity of the 01d
Men’s Home, forming part of that institn-
tion’s reserve. For some time past it has
been under the control of the Public Gar-
den’s Board. The block of land is under
a cliff mear the river, and the proposal to
declare it an area for recreation purposes
will not prevent the inmates of the Home
from continning to use it. A stairway lead-
ing to the river has already been econ-
structed on this reserve, and it is considered

Do the endow-

desirable that it should be under the
permanent contrel of the Gardens Board.
The mnext alteration refers to Reserve
A17375 at Crawley. The object of
making an adjustment here is to re-
move a dangerous angle in the road
at that spot. The idea iz to permit

of a better view being obtained of the
teaffic that is approaching from an opposite
direction. This means merely the transfer
of onc piece of land for another with the
object of improving the rood view. No harm
will be dene to the reserve held by the
Cniversity Trustees. 'This has also heen
agreed to by the autharities concerned. The
next alteration refers to a block of land
at Bunbury, Two years ago a Bill was
passei through Parliament to permit a pub-
lie refreshment room to be erected on a part
of the park lands reserve. The intention

at the time was that a hostel should
be erected on the regerve, and the
people who leased the vreserve fromr

the local authorities were of the opinion
that they could crect a hostel there, which
~was the iatemntion at the time. Through
an error the words *‘‘public refreshment
rooms’'’ were inserted in the Bill, and the
word ‘‘hostel’’ was left out, It ia now pro-
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posed to amend the Act in question by
striking out ‘‘public refreshment rooms*’
and inserting ‘‘hostel.’’ The next altera-
tion is in connection with a small reserve at
Subiaco, The reserve adjoins the State
school.  There is sufficient land surrovnd-
ing the school building f{o permit of ad-
ditions being wade to the school, but the
area aljoining the school site has been rte-
sorved for a public building., Tt has been
the desire of the local couneil, as well as
of the people of Subiaco, that the area
should he reserved for recreation purposes
only. After having inspeuted the site 1
must admit that it wounld he detrimental to
the distriet if boildings were erected on the
block. The inteation is that the area should
be placed under the contro! of the loecal
authorities and that it should be used, if
necessary, for <hildren's reereation, and that
nothing should be done to prevent it being
used for that purpose.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell:
control it now.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: They do
and they do not.

Mr. Richardson:
control. .

The MINIRTER FOR LANDS: They
cannot spend sixpence on it to beautify it.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:  And they
should not be allowed to remove the trees.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: All that
the Bill will do will be to alter the pur-
pose as T have stated. Realising how the
James Street School area is being erowded
out with buildings, we cannot also fail to
recognise that additional buildings will have
to be provided at Subiaco to cope with the
increased population there. The reserve will
therefore have to be used eventually as tha
main playground for the children. If pub-
lic bunildings are erected on this reserve it
will be rendered useless as a school play-
ground.

Mr. Teesdale: T hope they will not pra-
vide tennis courts there just for a few.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
see that tennis courts will do any harm. The
porents’ and citizens’ associations are pro-
viding tennis courts.

Mr. Teesdale: Yes, but all the kids do not
play tennis.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There is
plenty of room in these grounds for temnis
and everything clse. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSBTON (Williams-
Narrogin) [5.43]: T wish to thank the
Minister for Lands for having brought in
this Bill, so far as it relates to the ex-
change of blocks at Narrogin.

Mr., Marshall: Why do yon not sit
behind us instead of over there?

Mr. E. B. JOHXSTON: The reserve re-
ferred to, No. A11306, is a beautiful park
of five acres in the centre of the town, and

The Council

The Council have no

1623

across the road there is just over a quarter
of an acre of land, Narrogin town lot 343,
which is entirely separate from the park,
and has never been improved. It is this
gquarter acre that is being exeised from
the park reservation, but it is quite separ-
ated frem the park by a road. The Presby-
terians wish to build a churech on the blpck
No. 343, which at present is lying idle, and
the Government very properly have agreed
te hand it to the Presbyterians if the pre-
sent reservation is removed. I€ it were a
matter of taking a piece out of the park,
I would be one to object to any encroach-
ment upon a park reserved for the use of
the people for all time. Thisg reserve, how-
ever, i3 a separate quarter-acre block, The
Presbyterians have never been able to get
a guitable site in Narrogin, One geatle.
man has given a donation of £500 towards
the erection of a church and other sums
are in hand, The exchange is approved
of by the municipal eouncil and the resi-
dents; there is no local ohjection what-
ever, and I support the Bill,

On motion by Hon. Sir James Mitchell,
debate adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1924.25.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 30th October.
Lutey in the Chair.

Department of Edueation, Hon. J. AL
Drew, Minister (Hon. 8. W. Munsie in
charge of the vote).

Fote—Minister for Education, £592,854:

Mr, MILLTNGTON (Leederville) [5.47]:
It seems to me too much stress is laid on
the question of economy in regard to
education. Members have referred to thé
action of the Government in reducing the
driving allowance in country districts, 1
know the conditions in which parents,
teachers, and children are placed, and I
egunot see that the reduction is justified.
Therc are other ways in which economy
could be exercised, but this is one of the
last economies that should have bheen
thought of. To reduce the driving allow-
ance in eountry districts, where already
the disabilities are sufficiently serious, is
most regrettahle, We are continually
talking about the necessity for betiering
the conditions in country distriets, and
nothing causes greater concern to parents
thar the diffieulties confrenting them %o
educate their children, Many parents go
to the expense of sending their childrea
to the city becaunse of the poor facilities
for education offering in the country.
Therefore, instead of giving less considera-
tion, we ghould be giving more considera-
tion to the country. Instead of aconomy
the first consideration should be efficiency.
I presume the department have recom-

Mr.
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mended the reduction of the driving allow-
ance. If the heads of the department
cared to tackle the guestion of economy,
they could start much nearer home. Atten-
tion might be given to the inspectorial
staff. I do not suggest that the inspectors
are overpaid; I do not suggest that the
increases recently given were not justified,
but the fact remains that increages have
been given and in some instances inspec-
tors have reached their maximum jn two
years, whereas ordinarily it should have
taken three years, Therefore, economy
has mnot been considered as regards the
heads. There could be a reorganisation
of the imapectorial stafi. In the metro-
politan area there are three iuspectors.
One of them, Mr. Clubb, ingpects only 19
sehools. I do not know whether that is
a frll-time job.

Mr, Mann: He is employed at night on
other work.

Mr. MILLINGTOXN: These schools have
head teachers who are highly qualified, and
in point of exrerience are equal to the in-
spectors.  They are judged by results, and
they do not need to he continually watched
by an insgpector, T do not know that an in-
speetor eould give them mueh adviee. All
things considered, I think the inspection of
those schools could be lessened without ef-
fecting their cfficiency. The head masters
have proved by resulta that they know their
work,

Hon. Sir .Tames Mitchell: Inspector
Clubb has a lot of other work to do.

Mr. MILLINGTOXN: I presume all the
inspectors have. Tn the country districts
ingpectors have to travel considerable dis-
tances and probably mote inspectors would
be justified. Yet we find one man inspect-
ing as manv as 80 sehools.

Mr. Mann: Could you compare the 80
fehools in the country with the 19 in the
eity?

Mr, MTLLINGTOX: The tenchers in
those schools are not as experienced or
qualified as. nor have they the facilities of
urban school teachers, Thus there is jusi-
fication for more frequent inspeetion in the
country. The country teachers would re-
quire the adviee of the inspector in order
that thev might keep up-to-date. Methods
are continually changing and the country
teachers need te he informed of the
changes.  An inspector would be of real
assistance in that respeet, whereas in the
metropolitan scheols he ig praetically not
required. The work would go on with less
inspection. The inspector, in addition to
his salary, alsa receiees a travelling allosw-
ance. and hig fares have to he paid. There-
fore rare must be exercised in organising
the visita of inspectors. T believe an im-
provement could be effected there. Then
there is considerable duplication of insnec-
tions: in fact, as many as four inapectors
vigit the same sehool. There is a rural in-
snector. and another who has to do with
natore studv. The nature study required
to he dealt with in country schools wonld
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he of the most elementary description, and
instead of having a special inspector, cav-
ering the same ground as fully qualified in-
spectors, to give lessons in nature study,
the average teacher, properly trained, would
be quite capable of imparting that know-
ledge., The same argument applies to the
rural inspector. 1 do not know what his
qualifications are; I do not know that he
possesses any special knowledge that the
other inspectors could not impart. Con-
sidering the amount of general knowledge
they have, it should not be asking too much
to require them to specialise in such mat-
ters as nature study and rura! work. The
headmaster of the Perth Modern School in-
spects the high schools in the country dis-
tricts. Are not the ordinary inspectors
capable of doing that without taking this
man from his work at the Modern School?
Anpother inspector alse visits the high
gchools—another teacher taken away from
his speecial work. Attention might be given
to reorganising the inspectorial work, and
probably a good deal of money could he
saved withont in any way impairing the
efficiency. Another matter to which I wish
to direct attention is the Teachers’ Cal-
lege. That is a regidential college. Students
qualifying for the higher grades take a
two, three, or four ycar course, whereag
others take only a onme-year course, This,
again, ig an injustice to country schools.
Considering the disadvantages they are
under, they are eatitled, instead of being
given a teacher with tbe lowest or ‘fC?’
certificate, or posgibly a teacher without
any certificate whatever, to have n teacher
of equal qualifications with those of teach-
ers for metropolitan schools. This will in-
volve some expense, but it can be done if
the Education Department will give their
minds to it and if we will bear the cost
involved. At present country children
are under a disadvantage solely by reasen
of the petty economies hbeing practised.
They are in every instance being given the
worst possible service, the best teachers
being invariably reserved for the urban dis-
tricts. At present students at the Clare-
mon Training College, in addition to being
instrueted in the art of imparting know-
ledge, take certain subjeets. Here, once
again, is duplication, heeause we have a
University at whieh those subjects are
taught. With a little reorganisation the
training college students could take those
additional subjects at the University, and
the training college itself conld be reserved
for its special purpose of giving tnition in
the art of teaching. The University staff,
T understand, could do the work suggested;
and then the training ecollege would mnot
reed g0 large a staff as it has at present,
Besides, overlapping would thus be ob-
viated. TFor high schoonls there iz a demand
in  every district. They have hecome
fashionable. Tt is a demacratic ideal that
all children should he given equal onmor-
tunitics, hot our high achools are huilding
up what may he termed eclass elucation.
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The idea is gpreading that high schools are
of a superior sorial grade; the teachers are
capped and gowned, and the youngsters get
the impression that the high schools are on
a higher level, In order to give to the child
who has left schoel and takem his or her
place in the industrial world an oppor-
tunity, the svstem of continnation classes

should te extended. The iden i3 not
new, and it is favoured by the Diree-
tor of FEduention, When apeaking of

giving arelescents an opportunity, we must
hear in mind that facilities for education
are necessary. In the State of New York
the youngaters get two half-days per week oif
wark for the purpose of attending continua-
tion vlasses, and the law provides that there
shall he no reduction in wages for the time
off. A youngster who leaves school gets
out of the hahit of studying, as a rule, but
the two half-days’ tuition per week would
preserve the habit. In the continuation
elagzes snbjects of vital importance to citi-
zens, such as history and economics, and also
voeational subjeets, conld be taught. In
Kew York it is found that although the
employer loses ihe services of the child for
the two half-days per week, that loss is
nore than compensated by the increased
efficiency of the child. In the industrial
world there are mow two systems in vogue.
Certain countries have an unlimited sup-
ply of cheap labour, and for that reason
can carry on manufactures cheaply. Aus-
tralia has a different ideal, namely, that
instead of industry being carried on with
an unlimited supply of cheap labour the
rising generation shall be so equipped
as to have greater efficiency, thus enabling
them to compete cffectively. A really civ-
jlised nation can compete even against
countries relying on a cheap labour sup-
plv. We have to realise that Australia
canuot maintain its preseni high standard
unlexs it is prepared to grant te its youth
the educalion which will enable this countey
to compete. We must not merely imagine
that we are superior, but we must be act-
ually superior, to other nations. We are apt
smugly to assume that we are up to date
and have nothing to learn from other coun-
tries. But other up to date countries realise
that in the hard struggle for existence in
the industrial world it is neeessary that
youlh shonld be equipped with every avail-
able educational advantnge. To a great
extent we in Australia are isolated from
the civilised world; and if we are not eare-
ful, we shall get out of step and fall behind
the times. In view of the standard which
Australians set, it is mecessary that they
should be in advance of the times. There-
fore, instead of agreeing that the only thing
to do is, in the words of an ex-Treasurer,
to eut to the hone in the Iiducation Depart-
ment, we had befter turn our attention to
the question of efficiency and see how our
Edueation Department can be bronght thor-
oughiy up to date. On the question of ex-
pense, T note by to-day’s newspapers that
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u new Engineer-in-Chief has been engaged
for this State, and that the Minister for
Works rightly declares that the extra
£1L,000 per annum to be paid to the new
lingineer-in-Chief ia a mere trifle and mare
than justified, baving regard to the import-
ance of the position. In the same way, in-
increased expemliture on edueation will be
justified. Tnless we adopt that course, we
4s 4 nation shall not advance but go to the
wall.  Therefore, whatever 18 done in other
departments, I hope that in connection with
education no more will be heard of the non-
sense about economy. T have made inquir-
ies from those most intimately associated
with education, and the views I have ex-
pressed this aftermcon are held by very
many who toke the keemest interest in our
educational system, There is a loeal matter
I have to refer to. West Leederville is a
listrict which has advantages, but bacause
of poor cominumication with the eity, no
tramway or railway service being available,
advances but slowly. There i3 a motor bus
service during tbe day, but not during the
evening. Some of the residents have been
settled there for 10 or 12 years, and they
are quite right in demanding that the or-
dinary facilities associated with civilisation
should be granted to West Leederville, or,
as it is now named, Wembley Park. I have
previously requested the Eduecation Depart-
ment to establish a school at Wembley
Park.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m,

My, MILLINGTOXN: Before tea I was
putting in a elaim for the establishment
of a school at Wembley Park. It is a fine
idea that any given community should have
public facilities, including a school. The
residents can then give to the school the
personal touch so advantageous to the
scholars. T do not know why steps have
not been taken to grant this particular re-
fuest.  The population at Wembley Park
justifies it and, in many instances, the resi-
dents are over a mile from an existing
school. Tn an isolated distriet such as that,
the people should be encouraged by the es-
tablishment of a school. This brings me to
the subject of parents and citizens’ associa-
tions. They are attached to 211 the schools
in my electorate and are doing remarkably
good work. I have been associated with the
XNorth Perth body for a long time, and am
also a member of the school board. That
association at North Perth has raised hun-
dreds of pounds and provided sport for the
voungsters. Tt has also established a
library, purchased a piano and gravelled the
school grounds. All this has bheen done by
men and women working in an hon-

orary capacity. Such 1issociations not
only bring the parents together, but
provide for the scholars conveniences

and advantages that the department ecan-
not givee. T am afraid the school
boards have not bLeen very suceessful, The
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real moving forve of improvement in the
schools is, not the school board, but the
parents and citizens’ association. Not only
have such associations provided prizes for
sports and all kinds of sporting material,
but generally they have entered into the
school life of the children. Apart alto-
gether from the usual curricvlum, it is neces-
sary that the parents should take an inter-
est in the general well being of their chil-
dren at school. The importance of the ques
tion justifies {he time I have given to it to-
night, If we are to advance, our children
must be given every advantage, given not
only an ordinary education, but opportunity
to continue it after leaving school. Parents
are prepared to devote time and spend
money for the advantage of their childrea.
If any political party were to go to the
country advecating a parsimonious educa-
tional policy, while another party held that
the people were prepared to spend addi-
tional money on education, I am econvingced
that the last named party would win. Al-
though there is a pgemeral desire that
economy shall be exercised in Government
departments, the community as a whole is
prepared to shoulder an additional financial
responsibility in the cause of eduveation.
Just as a parent will make any sacrifice in
order that his child shall have educational
advantages, so should the State, represent-
ing the parent, be prepared to make any
sacrifiez in order that our educational sys-
tem should be improved, and better facili-
ties given for the training and equipment
of pur children.

Mr, THOMSON (Katanning) [7.36]:
One approaching the Vote for the Educa-
tion Department with a view to eriticising
feels that he is about to tonch one of the
prickly porcupines of the Annual Estimates.
I have been trying to find out just how our
education system has grown, and who has
been responsible for it. As far as I ean
gather, our expenditure on education has
grown up at the whim of successive Minis-
ters. To-day we are faced with an expendi-
ture of £636452. When I suggest that it
might be possible to effect some economies,
I realise that, in doing so, I am placing
myself in a difficult position. Aas a geperal
rule, when it is suggested in the House that
we should reduce this Vote, we are met with
the reply from the Minister, ‘‘If you do,
we are going to cut out your country
achools,’”> To an extent that restrains the
hands of those who believe that economies
might possibly he effected. The late Gov-
ernment appointed a TRoyal Commission
to inquire into the werking of the FEdueation
Department, [ congratulate those in au-
thority at the time on having selected one
who, to them, szemed the right man to go
through the ramifications of education in
Western Australia. He was the chief of
the Edueation Department in New South
Wales, whose system iz practically on all-
fours with our own, Consequently, his re-
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port was signed and sealed before he Legan
his work at all. 1 Qo not say that with the
intention of ecasting any reflection on that
gentleman, becanse no doubt his report was
sincere. 1 suggest to the Premier that, dur-
ing the recess, an honorary Roval {‘ommis-
sion appointed from this House to inquire
into the working of the Education Depart-
ment might be able to show where some
economies could be effected. When one
enters on an argument about edueation, he
is met with the contention that no edueation
imparted to our children is utterly wasted.
To a certain extent perhaps that view is
eorrect; but the trouble is we are endeavour-
ing to educate all our children along given
lines, T do not say that we should differen-
tiate between our children; on.{fie con-
trary, every child shovld have the same op-
portunity as the rest. But a boy who, on
leaving school, takes up carpentering, at
ouece concentrates on that avocation, with
the result that a good deal of the know-
ledge imparted to him at school is lost to
him as soon as he leaves school. Generally
speaking, our teaching staff is enthusiastie
and desirous of imparting the best know-
ledge to our children; but of what use is
it teaching extra subjects to a boy who, on
leaving school, will take up pick and shovel
work, or perhaps drive a eart? We should
carefully review our position. Although
the House was never asked about the estab-
lishment of any of them, we now have four
high schools in Western Australia and,
naturally, towns without high schools want
to know why they eannot have such
institutions. Many parents of boys anil
girls ean afford to pay a small amount
by way of fees. The Christian Brothers”
College, the High School, the SBeoteh Col-
lege, the Church of England Grammar
School, the Wesley College, and other insti-
tutions of a similar nature, have huilt up
a high repuotation for secondary education,
and in many instances it is difficalt to get
a child into one of thesc unless the parent
applies early. In Katanning the Churech of
England authorities opened a giris’ school
in a small wooden building. To-day that
schogl ig practically full of pupils, drawn
from all parts of the State. Generally
speaking, secondary edueation could be left
more in the hands of the private institutions
than js the case to-day. We boast that our
technical and modern schools are free to
all, but that is not s0. Not every boy or
girl can get into the Technical Sehool. If
the pupil cannot pass an examination of 2
certain standard, he or she will not be ad-
mitted. T know of a boy who attended a
country school, and had therefore not the
same standard of eduecation as a town boy
would have. This bov wished to enter the
Technical School to gain certain knowledge
that he required, but, heeanse he failed in
the examination, he could not enter the
achool,

The Minister for Lands: There is no ex-
amination for the Technical Sehool,
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Mr. THOMSOX: There is.

The Minister for Lands:
boy is over a certain age.

Mr. THOMSOX: I can prove my state-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: It is not correct.

Mr, THOMSOXN: It is.

The Minister for Lands: Every boy over
a certain age can enter free.

Mr. THOMSOX : The member for Leeder-
ville stated that any party that went to
the country with a parsimonious policy in
regard to education would undoubtedly be
beaten hy another party whose policy was
one of vigorous expenditure on education.
A large sum of wmopey is tied up in this
way. I do not say that our high schocls
are not piving good results, but there are
districts in the country where it is diffievit
to get the ordinary sehool faeilities for the
¢hildren.  The correspondence classes do
good work, and, to a certain extent, fill
a long felt want, but they impose an addi-
tional burden upon the parents, The lat-
est economy shows in what direction the
department is trying to save money. Some
people may be taking advantage of the
driving allowance who should not do so.
I have been trying to ascertain who pro-
mulgated the regulation poverning this
allowance, and find that it was introduced
by the Labour Government some 10 years
ago. That Government certainly endeav-
oured to meet the requirements of compul-
sory education in the country districts. If
people are compelled to send their children
to school, they should be assisted by this
means. Children can, of eourse, travel free
on the railways to the nearest school.

Mr, Heron: In some cases the trains do
net run often enough for them.

Mr. THOMSOX: That is so. When the
driving allowance was introdueed it cost
£4,000 for the first year. Last year I am
told the cost was £14,000. With the re-
duction of £3,000 the expenditure for the
current year wonld be £11,000. It is a
dificult matter to advocate economy in edu-
cation. That is why I suggest the appoint-
ment of an honorary commission from this
House. Af the Katanning Show I was
waited wpon by a man who worked on the
roads. He lives some distance from the
school, and bas to keep a horse and sulky
in which to take his children to school.
The cutting out of the allowance of 6d.
per day, for he hag three children, will
mean a considerable loss to him. I hope
the Premier will be able to do something
to meet the situation. TUndoubtedly some
people are unjustifiably availing themselves
of the driving allowanee.

Mr. Taylor: In much the same way as
they are doing with the baby bonus,

Mr, THOMSON: That is so. Because
of these people others are detrimentally
affected. The department might be able to
reinstate the allowance of 6d4. per child
in cases where two children come from the
same family, If three or four children are

S0 long as a
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using the same vehicle there might be a
slight reduction. We have been repeatedly
told that if we interfere with the Eduea-
tion vote the country schools will suffer.
As the country opens up and develops, new
schools will have to be established. I hon-
estly believe that some of the subjects in
which the children are being taught nare
not essential to 90 per cent. of them.

Mr. Taylor: You do not think we aré
getting value for our expenditure?

Mr. THOMSOXN: No.

The Mipister for Lands: It is not much
more than two years ago since a Royal Com-
mission wgs appointed.

Mr. THOMSBOXN: The Chairman of the
Commission, who was Director of Educa-
tion in New South Wales, was conducting
exactly the same system as that which
exists in this State.

Mr. Taylor: He could not be expected
to condemn his own system.

Mr. THOMSON: A large percentage of
men whe have made a suecess in life have
not had the advantage of higher education.
I do not say that a man is not the better
for a higher educalion, but I fail to sce
that we are getting full valve for the enor-
mous amount we are spending on eduweation
to-day.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL (XNor-
tham) [7.58]: The member for Katan-
ning said this Chamber had not voted the
money for the building of district high
sehools, and that these had been built with.
ocut authority. .

Mr, Thomson: I did not say that,

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Three of
these schools were established while Alr,
Colebateh was Minister for Education.
They were built at Northam, Bunbury, and
Albany, and the buildings cost about
£25,000. The money was voted by Parlia-
ment.

Mr. Thomson: Parliament did mot in-
augnrate the system.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: The
House approved of the expenditure, and
could have refused to do so. It would have
been almost insane to have refused to the
country districts some of the advantages
enjoyed by the metropolitan area,

The Minister for Lands: More than 75
per cent. of the expenditure is on primary
schools.

Hon., 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes.
There is another high school at Geraldton
and one at Kalgoorlie. I think the sys-
tem will have to be carried even further
as we pget more people into the coun-

try. We eannot have very efficient schools
nwhere the number of children is
small; therefore, the metropolitan area

enjoys many advantages that cannot be
given to sparsely populated disbricts.
The high schools were authorised by the
House, and the money was voted by Par-
liament. I hope other high schools will
be established in some of the bigger
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towns. The Royal Commission that was
appointed had as its chairman an officer
of the Education Department of New
South Wales, an exc¢ellent man, knowa, 1
believe, to the Minister for Mines. Dr.,
Saw and Mr. Pitchford were also on the
Commission, The chairman of the Com-
mission paturally approved of what our
Director was doing, and of the system that
was in force in this State. He came here
as an honest man, and found that two
other honest wen were members of the
Commission. All were capable of doing
their job properly and thoroughly. It was
a rattling pood Commission, and it did
good work.

Mr. Thomson : It all depends on the
point of view—what it was appointed for,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It was
certainly not appointed to whitewash the
depariment. I do not think the hon. mem-
ber would suggest that it was. That
Commission was appointed by this House,
I do not know whether the Government
will aceept the invitation given to them.
If they do I hope the Commission to be
appointed will not sit while Parliament is
in sesgion. I do not mind who is ap-
pointed to the Commission so long as the
members of it carry out their duty in an
honorary capacity, and so long as the
evidence is recorded in a proper mannmer.
I am certain, however, that the report of
such a Commission would be of no avail,
for it would be as dead as JuMus Cemsar
before the ink was dry on the paper. Re-
ports of Royal Commissions are seldom
read, and seldom have any influence.

Mr. Lambert: T3 that why you inflicted
s0 many on usf

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL :

The
Premier smiles.

i I do not think I ever
appeinted one. The House appointed the
Commissions. What I did was to see that
the members of the Commissions were not
paid very much. I certainly never men-
tioned two Royal Commissions in the Gov-
ernor’s Bpeech.

The Premier: T think you appointed guite
a number of them. There were twelve going
on in one Tecess.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL:
Houre appointed the Commissions,

Hon, 8, W. Munsie: You had a majority
in the Flowse while the Commissions were
heing appointed.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We had
no great heoss. We were free men. If I
had been in the fortunate position of hav-
ing 26 supporters all saying ‘‘Yea, yea,”’
things woull have been very different.

The Premier: You will disturb the cross
henches if you talk like that,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T wish
I could wake them up to a sense of their
responsibility, Then they would vote against
the Government. But I eannot move them.
The Minister for Railways said that there

The

[ASSEMBLY.]

was only onc voice on his side of the House,
and I bhelieve bim.

The Premier: Wonderful selidarity!

Mr, Taylor: Nothing like an early train-
ing.
%Ion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T con-
gratulate the Government on the magnifi-
cent support they are getting. The mem-
bers on that side of the House are always
there when they are wanted. 1 congratu-
late the member for Leederville {Mr. Mil-
lington) on much of his speech. I agree
with a great deal of it, but I do not un-
derstand how he can know much about the
work of the inspectors. There are not
very many of thewm, and certainly not very
many senior inspectors. Al are doing ex-
¢ellent work. The hon. member must know
that an inspector of schools, who has 2
thousand children under his c¢harge, finds it
a different proposition from that of in-
specting a school where there may be only
20 or 40 ehildren.

Mr. Teesdale:
get good pay.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: When
I was in Nottingham a few years ago [
saw an advertisement for a school inspe¢-
tor, and the salary offered was £1,250.

Mr. Teesdale: That is mothing.  The
Government are appointing an Engineer in
Chief and giving him a salary of £2,500.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Even at
that salary the officer will be cheap if he is
a good man,

Mr. Millington: There is a lot you do
not know about XNottingham.

Mr, Teesdale: That is not a nice remark.
The Leader of the Opposition complimented
you just now.

Hoen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I con-
gratulated the hon. member on much of his
speech. I admire the wisdom he displayed.
The hon. member referred to the difficulty
of finding teachers for country districts.
T agree that that is so. But of course we
ecanunot pay them the same rate of salary
that is paid to others. I do not object to
the vote at all. T believe we get excellent
value for the money we are spending, and
I do not believe that the vote ean bLe re-
doced. We must provide education for
our children in the country. The transfer-
ence of people from the goldfields to the
country distriets, and the arrival of immi-
grants mean additional expenditure. The
people who are coming here have a lot of
children. I wish they had twice as many.
All that costs money. Then we are getting
far more children of our own, May they
in¢rease still more rapidly. The money
that is voted for education is well spent,
and the system is good. We talk of a
free U'piversity. It 1s certainly free to the
man who lives next door to it, but it is
not so to the boy from the country. He
cannot get to it exeept at considerable
cost. I hope we shall be able to spend
some money in agricultural education. The
Government have hought 2 farm near Nor-

Some of the inspectors
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tham, and we shall have an agrieultural
college there very soon. I doubt whether
we ¢an economise very mueh, and carry on
the work that is being performed now.
There will be even mote work te do with
the increase and spread of population in
the agricultural Qistriets, T do not know
that we should approve of the cutting down
of the driving allowance. It is the eustom
now to have schools scrving a fairly big
area, and the driving allowanee is substi-
tuted for additional schools. Although it
appears as a special item the expenditure
very ofter means economy hecause it saves
untﬁonly school buildings, but a teaching
staff,

Mr, CORBOY (Yilgarn) [8.13]: While
the Government have not had o great deal
of opportunity to do or uundo many of the
thinge we should like them to undertake,
I must refer to the reduction in the driving
allowance. :

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: Move a vote
of no confidence in the Government,

Mr. CORBOY: I may be critiecal without
wishing to turn them out of office.  The
saving of £3,000 effected by the reduction
of 24. per day in the driving allowance is
very tiny, and hardly worth while when we
congider the amount of good being done by
paying this allowanee., I know of many peo-
ple who, without the allowance, could met
afford to keep a horse and sulky to get the
kiddies to school. The amount seems great,
but T do mot think the remedy should lie
in reducing the sum available to people who
really need the money. There are people in
the country distriets to whom the driving
zllowance i3 a godsend, because it emables
them to get their kiddies cdueated. With-
out the full allowance many of them will
not be able to provide for their children’s
education. The Treasurer might have
adopted other means to effect a reduction
without reducing the amount of this allow-
anee to all at present in receipt of it. No
douht there are people availing themselves
of the allowance when they really do not
neeil it.

Mr. Teesdale: Of course there are many,
some of them with motor cars.

WMe. CORBOY: T have heard of people
driving their ehildren to school in their own
motor cars and charging up the allowance,

Mr. Rampson: What is the difference?

Ar. CORBOY: People who can afford to
keep a motor car do not need the allowanece.

Mr, Sampson: You cannot make a
sweeping statement like that,

Mr, CORBOY: The allowance is not a
charity, but a compassionate grant to enable
people, who could not otherwise afford it,
to get their children to school andl educated.
It would be ridiculous to claim that a per-
son who eould afford to drive his children
to school in a motor car would come within
that eategory.

Mr. Teesdale: Some of them with chauf-
feurs would do so.
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Mr. Sampson: There are many poor peo-
ple with motor cars.

Mr. CORBOY: I bhave not met many of
them,

Mr. Heron: There are many more poer
peopie without them than with them.

Mr. CORBOY: Quite so. There are many
l'eople who need the 6d. and who will be
affected because the Government desire to
get at the people whe are improperly re-
ceiving the allowance. I do not know what
to suggest. The Treasurer might find some
menns of ensuring that the allowance is
paid ouly to the people who need it.
Surely he could say that a person who pays
ineome tax does not neced the allowance.
If there is only one child in the family
the man has a £200 exemption and £50 for
the child under the Income Tax Act, and
surely such a man should be able to serape
along without the driving allowance. A
man making less than £5 a week would
probably need the allowamce. However, it
is not my duty to devise means for the
Treasurer to effect savings, but I sugpgest
that he should reconsider the matter, and
find some other way of making a saving
without reducing the amount available to
many people who really need the money.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [8.21]: It
is a little difficult to eriticise the vote be-

_cause the moment one says anything, it is

suggested that he desires to reduce the edu-
eation standard. However, there is a feel-
ing of uneasiness at the enormous growih
of expenditure on edueation, and I feel
there are many frills that could be cut out
without impairing the general efficiency of
the system. For manual training and cook-
ery, £14,420 is provided. Tt is remarkable
that in a young State like this we can pro-
vide £14,000 for manual training and
cookery, and disregard such an important
matter as dental clinies. Give goed healthy
lads a football and cricket bat, and they
will derive as much good from them as
from manual training. Next to giving a
child a good sound education, it is the duty
of the Government to see that in the early
stages, at all events, it reeeives proper
dental treatment, Other countries have
long reparded dental clinies as all-import-
ant.

The CHAIRMAN: There iz ne item
under this vote dealing with dental eliniea.

Mr. LAMBERT: T am speaking on the
general guestion.

The CHATRMAN:
medieal vote,

Mr. LAMBERT: I am referring to a
dental elinic for State schools.

The CHAIRMAN: It does mot come
under this vote.

Mr. LAMBERT: Thkat is a shame; I
want to get it brought under this vote. We
are spending £14,000 to teach girls to make
plum puddings and boys to kick a football.
Tt is time we dispensed with many of the
frills. Better provision should be made in

That eomes under the
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some parts of the country for carrying on
the work of education. At the head of the
Kurrawang woodline is a settlement a
quarter of a ¢entury old, and there in the
depth of winter children were being taught
in a bush shed. The building was in a
hopeless state of disrepair. I desire to be
lenient to the department, knowing its many
commitments, but while provision is being
made for the new-comers, the popu-
lation on the goldfields deserve reason-
able accommodation. I understand some
attempt iz being made to remedy the
condition of affairs at Kurrawang. There
geems te be a hopeless mix-up over
some of the officials. I refer particularly
to the Director of Techinical Education.
He receives £402 per annum as Director of
Teehnical Education and £402 from the
School of Mines at Kalgoorlie, £804 in all.
I do not know the duties he is ealled upon
to perform, but T hardly think the bracket-
ing of these positions makes for efficieney.
If the work of the technical school is so
important as te warrant a director, T ecan-
not see why he should be subordinate in the
matter of remuneration to the assistant
dircetor. The director gets £402, but the
assistant director receives £636 per annum.
There may of course he sufficient work for
a director of technieal edueation at £402
and an assistant director at £636 a year.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: The director gets
twice £402,

Mr. LAMBERT: Bot the amounts are
under different votes. The two positions
of Direetor and Assistant Director of Tech-
nical Eduecation aggregate £1,038 per an-
pum. JIf a full-time man is needed as diree-
tor of the technical school, he should be
there all the time, instead of his energies
being shared by another institution. I
agree with the member for Katanning that
the most searching inquiry should be made
into the Education Department, in spite of
the Royal Commission which sat a ecouple
of years ago. I feel sure that the last wori
has not yet heen said upon our system of
edueation or upon our expenditure in that
connection Surely our people arc not so
blind to the meed for school hygiene as to
be content

The CTHATRMAN: School hygiene comes
under the Medieal and Publie Health Vote.

Mr. LAMBERT: A {ew paltry pounds
are provided under that vote, whereas sums
agpregating £14,000 are spent on frills. The
expenditure on the important matter of
hygiene is not one-tenth of what it should
be. The repairs needed in our existing
schools should be ecarried out. I do not
know who is at fault, but for the sake of
s £20 note the schools i my distriet are
without windows. Parents’ and citizens’
agsociations have made representations on
the subject resultlessly. The rousing of
putlic indignation should not be necded be-
fore the department move. Let us not be
unmindful of the scholastic needs of the
children of outback pioneers.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE (Honorary Minis-
ter—in reply) [8.33]: I am grateful to
members generally for the manner in which
they have reveived these Estimates, and I
wish te congratulate the member for Cool-
gardie on being, out of all the members who
spoken, the only one who has not referred
to the reduction of the driving allowanve.
As to that allowance, it is nel so easy as
some members apparently think to alter the
system otherwise than by making a general
reduction. Though it is easy to soggest
that the department should diseriminate,
withholding the allowance from parents able
to pay, I would not envy either the Minister
for Education or the Director of Edueation
if he had to make the diserimination. When,
in the Jatter part of 1913, the Government
introdnced the driving allowance, their ob-
jeet was to assist parents not possessing
vehicles to get their children to school. Dur-
ing the first two years of its operation, the
allowance cost the State only about £4,000
annually. Last year the vote rose to close
upon £14,000. Numerous parents are ac.
cepting the driving allowance while un-
doubtedly in a position to bear that ex-
pense themselves. Further, in some districts
where children are taken to school by
motor, some parents take their ehild-
ren by motor to the place where the
school motor picks them up, and then
claim the driving allowanee. However,
the question will receive further considera-
tion. The member for Toodyay suggested
that the Government should build hostels in
country centres, for children to board at;
and he said that in many cases the parents
would be glad to pay for their children’s
keep at such hostels, taking them home at
week-ends. That matter also will receive
consideration. The member for Toodyay
complained about a school which he said
had been promised in September, 1922, and
with regard to which nothing had yet been
done. I shall have to search ‘‘Hansard’’
for the unpronounceable name of the locality
to which the hon. member’s complaint re-
fers, and will then go further into the mat-
ter. The member for Perth, while naturally
not complaining greatly about the driving
allowance, did complain with regard to the
education being given to mentally deficient
children. I agree absoluic’™ with the hon.
member that more should . done in that
direction, but I think he might have ex-
pressly admitted that a start has been made.
Like him, T wish to give eredit to the two
teachers at the Salvation Army’s Seaforth
Home for their magnificent work in that
connection, having personally inapeeted the
work of the mentally deficient children
there. The Government have recently agreed
that when a child believed to be mentally
deficient comes before the Children's Court,
the sehool psychologist shall be permitted to
examine the child for classification purpose,
and that for sueh examination he shall be
allowed a fee of £1 1s, with a yearly maxi-
mum of £25, which sum is estimated by
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the beneh of the Children ‘s Court to be suf-
ficient for the purpose. The chief complaint
of the wmember for Beverler was this
driving allowance, The member for Pin-
gelly, too, complained on that seore, and
also on the score of inadequate school quar-
ters; and he wished to know whether the
£12,000 shown by these Estimates was due
to the number of new schaols being built.
New schools are provided out of loan funds;
the £12,000 represents increased cost of tui-
tion of children. With regard to school
quarters T shall make representations to the
Minister for Edueation. The member for
York was rather inconsistent. He first erit-
icised the Government for economising to
the extent of £3,000 on the driving allow-
ance, and then condemned them for expend-
ing £12,000 additional on'this vote as a whole.
He did not want o see any increase. Yat
immediately a reduection was made he eriti-
cised ug op it. The member for Fremantle
(Mr. Sleeman) wants a modern achool in
Fremantle this year. From the information
T have, I do not think he has any possible
chance. In the first place, there is no
money for it, and, in the second place, if
there were, the amount is not on the Esti-
mates for the. provision of the necessary
teaching staff. The member for Mt. Mar-
garet (Mr, Taylor) also complained of the
reduetion of the travelling allowanece. But
his chief complaint was in respect of the
publication of the reports of the medieal
officer examining school children. The hon.
member regarded it as a shocking
thing that rcports showing that some
children had dirty heads should have
been published, It appeals to me as
being still more shocking that there
should be any necesgity for such a report. 1
give credit to the department for publishing
the report. Every possible step should be
taken to compel parents, even though poor,
to send their children to school in clean con-
dition.

Mr, Taylor: But publication of such re-
ports will not make them do it.

Hon. 8, W. MUNSIE: The hon. member
cannot point to any instances where there
has heen publication without four or five
preliminary warnings to the parents, It is
unfair te the parents of clean children that
other children should be sent to schaol in
dirty condition.

Mr. Teesdale: Let us have fewer picture
shows and more fine tooth combs.

Hon, 8. W, MUNSIE: The member for
Albany (Mr, A, Wansbrough) complained
that the caretaker at the Albany High
Sehool was not being paid at a satis-
factory rate. I will undertake that
whatever he is being paid is the rate
provided for in the agreement he-
tween the ©Education Department and
the Caretakers’ Union. The member for
Mourchison (Mr. Marshall) complained of
the wan{ of accommodation at Wiluna, and
eriticised the waste of moncy in the recon-
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struction of that sehool. I happen to know
something of that recomstruction work. 1
only wish I knew how to get over the red
tape responsible for the cost of that work.
The visits of the several inspectors sent up
to look at that work cost more than did the
reconstruction of the building itself. I do
not know who was responsible for it all, but
I am glad to say it happened a considerable
time age, The member for Leonora (Mr.
Heron) desires to see the continuation
clagsses at Leonorn re-opened this year. T
do not know whether he ecan get that ef-
fected this year, but if he is prepared to go
to the department and show that, as he told
the House, those continuation classes can he
re-opened and carried on without cost to the
department, 1 can See no reason why he
should not get what he desires. The mem-
ber for Leederville (Mr. Millington) wants
a school at Wembley Park. It is rather a
flash name, but [ believe that, after all, it is
merely West Leederville. I do not know
whether the hon. member has made repre-
sentations to the department for a school
out there, but I will briag it under the notice
of the Minister. T wish to cndorse the com-
pliments paid by the hon. member to the
parents’ and citizens’ associations. I know
that in the metropolitan area, and in many
other places, thogse associstions are doing
wonderfully good work, The member for
Katanning (Mr. Thomson) suggested ths
appointment of an honorary Royal Commis-
sion to inquire into our educational system
with a view to determining whether or mnot
economies could be effected without impair-
ing the efficiency of the system. The matter
is worthy of consideration, and probably
gsome good might acerve if the suggestion
were acted upon. T hepe the Committee will
pass the Estimates as printed.

Item, Furniture, books, sale of stock,

£13,000:

Mr. LAMOND: In my view the depart-
ment ought to set aside a portion of this
amount with a view to installing dual desks
at Port Hedland. It would be only right if,
in so hot a ¢limate, the comfort of the chil-
dren were studied a little. I hope the Min-
jater will give this sympathetic considera-
tion.

Item, Conveyance of Children to School,
£11,000:

Mr. TAYLOR: A number of members
have complained of the reduction of this
item, The Minister declared that the de-
partment had been imposed upon in that
parents well able to pay for the conveyance
of their children to school had, meverthe-
less, drawn the allowance. But why should
parents unable to pay be made to suffer
because a few have imposed on the depart-
ment? In my view these accounts should
be closely serutinised. ‘Then there would
be no need to reduce the amount.

Vote put and pasged,

.
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Department of Publiec Health, Hon. J. M.
Drew, Minister {Hon. 8. W. Munsie in
charge of the vote),

Vote — Medical
£184,928:

Hon. 8. W, MUXSIE (Honorary Min-
ister—Hannans) [8.55]: This year's Es-
timates show an increase of £3,904 as
against those of last year. There is so
little done, and 0 much to be done that, as
Minister controlling the department, I
scarcely know where to start. We could
ensily spend at least £20,000 more in this
department and reap more than £20,000
benefit thereby. The department includes
two main sections, namely that dealing with
the maintenance of hospitals, of medical
serviees and of the homes for the aged;
and the second dealing with numeroue ques-
tions of public health and eanitation, in-
cloding general administration of the
Health Aect, the setting up and obscrvance
of precautions against infeetious disenses,
the medical inspection of sehool children,
the registration of general trained nurses,
the registration and supervision of mid-
wifery nurges, the setting up and obser-
vance of regulations for the purity of foods
and drugs, and infant welfare work. All
will admit that this department should aim
at the prevention of disease wherc possible,
and the giving of every facility for pre.
venting children from growing up as de
fectives when their defects can be cured by
proper attention when young. On the Edu.
eation Vote the member for Coolgardia
(Mr., Lambert) raised the question of den-
tal elinies. In sorthe of the big sehools in
Amerien a form is set aside especially for
examination and treatment by dentistry.
In this State the Education Department
has not been billed with any of that ex-
pense.  Rather has it fallen on the Medieal
and Health Department, So far we have
not succeeded in getting any amount placed
on the Estimates for the cstablishment of
dental elinies. At present we are conduct-
ing dental clinies at the Public Health De-
partment. An enormous amount of work
is bheing done there in attending to child-
ren’s teeth. All the dental work there is
free, I am ip accord with the department
in the desire to catablish dental elinies
wherever possible, and where there is a suffi-
eient number of children; but we eannot
establish dental clinies without the neces-
sary funds. I asked for the appointment of
a full-time dentist. The Dentists® Associa-
tion in Perth are doing this work free at
the department. When the question of cs-
tablishing a dental clinie at Fremantle was
hronght under my notice, T inquired
whether we counld get the work done there
in the same way as was being done in
Perth. T was, however, informed that this
was almost impossible, as there were g0 few
members of the association resident in Fre-
mantle that it would be hard upon them if
they had to earry out the same dnties there

and Public Health,
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as were being carried out by the dentists
in Perth, I tried to secure the employment
of a full-time dentist, as well as an extra
medical maa, but I have not yet succeeded.
If the Legislative Council pass the Let-
teries Bilt I hope to have sufficient money
to pay a full-time dentist and doctor. The
first money that is made available from the
proeecds of the lottery will be used in the
cmployment of & full-time dentist, and an-
other doctor to examine the school children.

Mr, Sampson: Will the dentist travel
round the country?

Hon. 8. W, MUXNSIE: Yes, We do not
want him in Perth at present. The bigger
eentres in the country will first have his
services. We have only one doctor earry-
ing on medieal inspeections of schools,
namely Dr. Roberta Jull. She, however, is
desirous of going on to half-time, I com-
gratulate her on the splendid work she has
donc. Too small a pereentage of the noti-
fieations that are sent to the homes are
observed by the oparents. In many
cagee the parents have not sufficient
funds to carry out the suggestions, and
are not in the position to get the money.
hope, however, to overcome that
very shortly. During the last finaneial
year the total vote of the department was
excessed to the extent of £5,486, the major
portion being expenditure on medical and
hospital services at new centres. Tive new
hospitals were opened dJuring the last
financial year,

My, Teesdale: That ought to bring im
some votes,

Hoan. 8. W. MUNSIE: T do not know.

Mr. Sampson: They were all agreed to
by the previous Government.

Hon, 8. W, MUNSIE: I have opened
three sinee I took office,

Mr. Sampson: We laid the foundation
stones.

Hon, 8, W, MUNSIE: The late Govern-
ment certainly did bunild hospitals. TUn-
fortunately the hospital erccted at North-
cliffe was only half the size it ought to
have been, and we have to spend as much
money again in order to double the size of
the institution,

The Minigter for Lands: Northeliffe is
20 miles from Pemberton.

Hon, 8, W, MUXNSIE: The place is al-
ready overcrowded. The doctor applied re-
cently for some tents in which to accom-
modate the overflow of patients.

My, Taylor: Tents would not be of much
use in winter,

Hon, 8. W. MUNSIE: He was prepared
to put up with them for the time being,
Approval has been given for the expendi-
ture of the money necessary to double the
size of the hospital. The new hospitals I
have referred to were begun in the latter
portion of 1923-24, TIn each case only a
few months’ expenditure was brought in
to last vear’s figures. The increase in the
vote of £3,904 ia chiefly due to the neces-
gity for keeping these hospifals going and



{4 Novexeeg, 1924.]

in paying the salaries involved, ete. The
Department of Public Health directly man-
ages 27 hospitals, as well as the Wooroloo
Sanatorium, the Old Men’s Home at Clare-
mont, and the Women's Home at Fremantle.
In additivn to these departmentally man-
aged hospitals, the Perth Hospital, the
Children’s Hospital, and the ¥Fremantle
Hospital come under the department. There
are alseo 39 smaller hospitals managed by
local committees in various parts of
the State. All the subsidised institu-
tions look to the department for some
measure of financial help, and advice
and assistance in other directioms, The
total average number of beds occupied
in these departmentally controlled and
subsidised hospitals is slowly increasing,
and aggregates about 940 beds occu-
pied on the average throughout the year.
Members wiil thus realise that it costs a
lot of money to Keep these institutions
going. I made inguiries from the board of
management of the Perth Public Hospital
and irom the RM.O, as to what their esti-
mate was of the cost of bringing that in-
stitution up to the standard to which, in
their opinion, it should be raised, for the
treatment of every patient who applies for
admission, I am told that this would cost,
without any extravagance, no Jless than
£50,000.

Mr, Taylor: That is, to erect another
wing.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Yes, and in pro-
viding plant and ecssential appliances that
are now lacking.

Mr. Taylor: A new wing would be re-
quired for another 100 beds, and the nurses’
quarters would have to be inereased.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: It is not possible
for the Government to reduee the hours for
the nurees, as has been agreed upom, until
we have increased accommeodation for them.
It is proposed to reduce the hours to 52
per week, for day and night shifts. A con-
ference of representatives of the Medical
Department, the three big hospitals in the
meiropolitan area, and the A.T N A. recom-
mended that the bours should be redueed
.to 34 in the day and 60 at night. The com-
mittee of the Perth Public Hospital, how-
ever, came to the conelusion that this re-
duction would not be sufficient in the case
of that institution, and decided to make
the hours 32 for day work and the same
for night, when sufficient acecommodation
had been provided for the nurses. This will
mean the employment of 32 extra nurses.
At present we have not a spare room for
one of them. It will also mean the em-
Moyment of two extra house doctors, and
a general inercase of one in each of the
professions ontside on the honorary staff.
This will invelve an expenditure of £5,000.
T hope the nurses’ quarters will he com-
pleted early in the new year, so that the
nurses may get the benefit of the reduced
hours. For some years past medical men
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and scientists pgenerally, have e¢xpressed
themselves in favour of the deep therapy
X.ray treatment as a cure for cancer. The
Govermment made inquiries as to what it
would cost to instal a plant of this deserip-
tion at the Perth Hospital. The Comunis-
sioner for Public Health, Dr. Atkinson, told
me he would not be justified in recom-
mending the Government to expend money
on such a plant until something more defi-
nite has been decided as to the beneficial
results from such treatment, He also ex-
plained that twoe medical men in Perth had
recently installed such plants at their own
expense. The R.M.O. of the Perth Publie
Hosgpital brought under my notice the ease
of a man who was suffering from cancer.
It was pat up to him that this was a case
that c¢ould well be treated by the deep
therapy X-ray plant. It was also stated
that the unfortunate individual posssessed
no money. The doctor asked me if I would
use my influence with the Government to
see whether some arrangement could not be
made with one of the medical men now
possessing the plant to treat this man. The
resident medical officer interviewed those
medical gentlemen, and to their eredit be it
said they agreed to earry out the propasal
that was subwmitted te them. These two
medical gentlemen agreed to treat practi-
eally at cost, cases sent to them under cer-
tain conditions. I put the matter before the
Treasurer, and he approved of what was
proposed. Since then two cases have been
treated. I am sorry to say that one died,
but the other, under the treatment, if he is
not shewing an improvement, is not getting
worse. I would not be doing my duty if
1 did pot say something in conncection with
the position regarding leprosy in the north-
west. Prior to the present Government com-
ing into power, arrangements had been made
with the Commonwealth Government to send
an expert to Western Australia for the pur-
pose of making a leprosy survey of the
north-west, Not long after the present
Government assumed office that medical gen-
tleman arrived, and I then discovered that
no provision had been made on last year’s
Estimates for the expenses to be incurred.
The Commonwealth Government were pre-
pared to pay the salary, but the State had
to pay the expemses. Dr. Cook, the medieal
officer concerned, has completed his survey
of the north-west, and his report regarding
the health of the natives reveals & very sat-
isfactory state of affairs in comparison with
the reports that had been cireulated. No
fewer than 2,584 natives were cxamined,
and only B4 were found to be suffering from
granuloma. There were five cases of lep-
rosy discovered. We have only just received
Dr. Cook’s report, and a conference hag
been held for the purpose of delermining
what is to be done. T aassure memhers
that no time will be lost in arriving at a
decision that will be in the interesis of the
people of the North-West, and of the State
generally, as well as the unfortunate natives



1634

themselves. T am not yet in a position to
state what that decision is.

Mr, Teesdale: I hope you will not re-
awaken the scare that occurred in one place.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: Times out of hum-
ber I have scarcely been able to restrain
myselt during the period that Dr. Cook and
the member for Roebourne (1Ir. Teesdale)
were travelling through the north for the
purpose of carrying out that survey. The
Department were besieged with letters from
people who desired to knmow what we wera
doing, and who were offering eriticism.
These people were saying: '* Why don’t you
let wus know what you are doingl’’ I be-
lieve the Department were right in the atti-
tude they addepted, that ne publicity should
be given respecting Dr, Cook’s arrival. The
reason for that was that probably the
natives wounld in some way be informed that
it was intended to earry out the mission,
and they would have made themselves
Bearce. We know, of ecourse, that the
natives do not read the newspapers, but
there are scorea of white men who can talk
the aboriginal language, and that there are
many half-castes who learn what appears in
the Press, If any disclosure had been made,
and it had become generally known through-
out the north-west there would have been
no natives to examine. AN wonld have dis-
appeared into the bush.

Mr, Taylor: The member for Roebourne
wounld have tracked them up.

Hon, S. W, MUNSIE: I had to sit un-
der severe criticism because I would not dis-
close what was taking place. In regard
to child welfare work the Government have
agreed that in centres where it esn be car-
ried out under eonditions Jaid down there
must be collected in the district a sum of
£100, towards which the loc¢al authorities
must contribute £23. Tn sueh cases they
ghall secure the services of a qualified nurse
trained in child welfare work, and having
sneceeded in doing that the Government will
then subsidise the distriet up to £100 per
ennum, It i3 not possible at present to
get trained nurses in Western Australia. It
may be passible to secure the servives of one
or two from the Eastern States or New Zea-
land. We ourselves are not in a position
to train aurses in this work for the reason
that we have no training school. Recently
the matron of the King Edward Maternity
Hospital went East in order to undergo a
course of stody in child welfare work ex-
tending over a period of three months so
that she may be able on her retorn to atart
the training of wurses in this important
duty. T ean say emphatically and ecandidly
that work of this description, even if it cost
£2,000 a year, will be worth the money ex-
pended. T cannot see why in Western Aus-
tralia we cannot get thia movement estab-
lished, seeing that our climatic conditions are
even better than those of New Zealand. If
we can carry out child welfare work in the
thiekly populated centres we shall reduee
cur infantile mortality to perhaps a level
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lower thun that of New Zealund. By reason
of the great work that has been performed
in New Zealanl that ecountry has the lowest
infantile death rate in the world. That is
un objeet lesson that we might well copy.
There is no reason why we should not ba
able to follow the example set by New Zea-
land, provided we are prepared to train
our people in the right direction.

Mr. Taylor: They are a hardier ruace in
New Zealand.

Hon, 8. W, MUNSILE: They are no hard-
ier there than our people. Our children are
Just as healthy and virile, but there are
certain conditions under which many child-
ren are born which prove a great handieap,
and it has been shown that very often
mistakes made have been the result of ig-
norance. Many of the causes responsible
for infant mortality are preventable, and
L assure the House that they will be pre-
vented when we get the child welfare cen-
tre cstablished. I trust the House will ae-
¢ept the estimates of this Departwent, and
pass them without much comment.

Mr, CHESSON (Cue) [9.25]): I realize
that the Medieal Department, with the
money at their disposal, are deing all that
is possible. The people who live out in the
back country have to tax themselves in
order to provide medical facilities, and the
taxes they are paying are just about as
much as they can bear. We are hoping
that the Lotteries Bill will be passed so
that the people in distant places will be
relieved of the load they are carrying at
the present time. They are not able to do
much more than they are doing in connec-
tion with the maintenance of hogspitals.
There is one matter to which I wish to

.refer, and on which I wounld like some in-

formation from the Minister. T refer to
the case of Comstable Hubhard, a police
officer who was stationed at Yalgoo for
abont 18 months, and who was an efficient
and popular officer, He was taken bad and
the case was diagnosed by a doctor at Yal-
goo as appendicitis. There was no hospital
at Yalgoo, and it was nccessary for him to
be sent by train to Gerzldton. The un-
fortunnte sufferer was sent to Geraldton,
where Dr. Hungerford, distriet medical
officer, was communieated with. The Yal-
goo doctor informed Dr. Hungerford that
the patient was ready for an operation.
Dr. Hungerford reeeived the message and
passed it on to the police, and the police
were waiting when the train arrived. Prior
to the train arriving, however, he communi-
eated with the Geraldton Hospital, and
asked whether everything was ready for
the admission of the patient. The hospital
authorities expressed complete surprise at
what had been told them, and declared that
they were unaware that they had to receive
a serious case, The condition of the suf-
ferer had been aggravated by long train
journey, and when he arrived at the hospital
he was in a very bad state. The hospital
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awthorities, realising the urgency of the
case, rang up the doetor and ascertained
that he was at a place 23 or 24 miles from
Geraldton. XNot until the following morn-
ing, 13 or 14 hours after having been ad-
mitted to the hospital, was Hubbard oper-
ated on, and he died shortly atter the
operation, Why was he left in great pain
all that time? Was it because the patient
was under another doetor, or because he
was a police constable for whom the resi-

dent medical ofticer would receive no re-.

muneration outside his allowance? I under-
stand the jolice are holding an inquiry into
the matter. We should have a Government
inquiry. When a doetor in charge of a
lospital in soeh a district gets word of a
bad case heing forwarded, he should be in
attendance to receive it. The action of the
doctor has heen eriticised a good deal iu
Yalgoo. Cynstable Hubbard was a very
efficient officer and respected by the com-
munity of Yalgoo. I do not say that if
the doctor had bheen in attendance his life
would have been saved, but from a humani-
tarian point of view the doctor, after hav-
ing been notified of the case, should have
been in attendance.

Mr. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [9.36]: 1
wish to acknowledge the prompt attention

the Minister has given to health matters in -

the North-West, I hope he will continue
the important work of getting the leprosy
cases removed farther from the town of
Derby, in fact out of the district. It is all
very well for the member for Roebourne to
interject and say he hopes the Minister will
not awaken elsewhere the stir eaused in
Derby. We can do withont the lepers in the
Kimbherleys.

Mr. Teesdale:
the Kimberlers.
Derby.

My, COVERLEY: I know quite as much
about the Kimberleys as does the hon.
member.

Mr. Teesdale: Confine your remarks to
Derby, and respecting that you know eonly
what you have heard.

Mr. COVERLEY: T wish to refer to the
inadequate health facilities in the Kimber-
leys. The people in the isolated parts are
entitled to better facilities, but I think we
can leave it to the Minister, who has made
such a good start, to cater for these wants,

You kuow nothing about
Confine your remarks to

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [9.38]: I
wish to eongratulate the Minister——

Mr. Taylor: One would think this was a
mutual admiration society.

Mr. LAMBERT: There will be no ex-
change of admiration betwecn the hon. mem-
ber and myself. It is pleasing to know that
the department are alive to the importance
of one branch of health to which I have al-
ready made reference. T feel keenly the
need for improved dental attention in this
State—
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Mr. Taylor:
last.

Mr, LAMBERT: And the provision of
dental clinies wherever possible, In more
than 30 States in America there are over
7,000 dental elintics run by the odontological
societies of the United States, who regard
the matter of dental attention as of prime
importanee to the population. In a small
State like Western Australia we can at least
make a start. We have medical inspection of
children and directious are sent to parents,
but when there is a big family the parents
cannot always ineur the expense involved.
Alembers appear to be seized with the im-
portance of the question. 'Chere is a dental
clinic altached to the Health Department.
In the Eastern States there are odontological
societies and there is a leisured class that
can give greater honorary service than ean
be expected of the profession here. I hope
the Mdinister will ask the dental profession
to meet him in conference in order that a
step may be made in the direction of pro-
viding proper dental treatment for chil-
dren, particularly in the more secattered
parts of the State. The neglect on the part
of Australian parents to care for the teeth
of their children i3 a crying chame. Parents,
either through inability to pay er threugh

Every cobbler sticks to his

ignorance, exhihit the most callous in-
difference to this ail-important wmatter,
The early ecavre of the teeth is es-

sential to the preservation of the general
Lealth of the community. I hope the
Government will extend the usefulness of
this branch of the department. Prob-
ably 050 per eent. of the children are
doomed to suffer from the eradle to the
grave through not having received the
necessary dental treatment, and to this is
due many of the ills that affect the adult
population. I eongratulate the Minister, and
hope that he will not lose zny opportunity
to remedy the evil by calling in the dental
profession. I trust, further, that he will
urge the profession to realise their responsi-
bitities to the people of the State in this re-
spect.

Mr. SAMPBON (Swan) [9.42]: Hav-
ing been associated with this depart-
ment for some time, I vrealise the

great importance of hospital service. I
recall with appreciation the great assistanes
rendered by the three prinecipal hospitals
which have been mentioned—the Perth, Fre-
mantle, and Children’s Hospitals. The Perth
Hogpita), with jis secretary, is, as we all
know, making a great effort to secure ad-
ditional funds for necessary works; and we
may very reasonazbly and properly congratu-
late Mr. Eagleton on the success already
achieved. The organisation established to
secure the looked-for return ir much to Mr.
Eagleton's credit., At Fremsntle the com-
mittee headed by Mr. Bolton has done great
service. Much remains to be done at Fre-
mantle as regards repair of buildings, but it
is hoped that in the rear future, with the
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help of the committee, the necessary funds
will be available, For the Children's Hos-
pital, too, good work is being done by vari-
ouns organisations and by the secretary. The
chairman of the Perth Hoaspital, Mr. Haw-
kins, is another great worker; as was the
late &Speaker of this Heuse, Mr. Taylor,
when for several years he was chairman of
the l’erth Hospital Board. I was glad to
observe recently an assurance that the dread-
ful observation ward attached to the Perth
Hospital will shortly be a thing of the
pust., For years it has becn 8 scandal of
our hospital administration, I lock forward
with great satisfaction to the erection of a
mental reception home at Point Heatheote,
and later of a mental eonvalescent home
there, The matter of deep therapy was men-
tioned by the Minister, who will recollect
that last session the House carried a resolu-
tion urging the addition of the necessary
equipment for deep therapy treatment to
the Perth Hospital. It was them, and in
some quarters etill is, questioned whether
deep therapy is reliable; but I am assured
that in a fair percentage of cases—I believe
at least 30 per cent.—~—of cancer and other
malignant growths the treatment proves
effective. ¥From my own knowledge 1
can speak of the case of a2 Mel
bourne lady who suffered from a malig-
nant growth,
few months Dhas received wonderful
benefit from deep therapy treatment; in
faet, she is now in good health once more.
The case constitutes a strong testimony to
the eflicacy of the treatment. T hope the
Minister, notwithstanding the advice he has
received, will press for the addition of the
necessary equipment to our chief hospital.
I am glad that child welfare centres are
being cstablished, and T agree that they
will mean a reduction in infant mortality.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: And eventually a
reduction in the number of patients enter-
ing our hospitals. We shall be a healthier
people.

Mz, SAMPSON: TUndoubtedly attention
piven during the first three or four years
of a child’s life will lay the foundation of
good health. Later I ghall ask the Minister
te continue to provide free passes for people
wishing to visit patients at the Wooroloo
Sanatorium.

Mr, GRIFFITHS (Avon) [0.46]: I
wish that =ome of the people who
have been preaching and sereeching against
the State Lotteries Bill had to go
around the country districts and observe
the widespread lack of hospitals and
nurses there, Then perhaps they would
‘not be so ready to talk about direct giving,
which we know is im practice a failure.
1 would like them to visit Westonia, and
see there a well-equipped hospital carried
on by an enthesiastie committee, who by
sll sorts of stratagems have been keeping
the wolf from the door. They are assisted
by a splendid matron, who by the adoption

and who within the last’
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of the most economical mrethod- makes
every pound go to its limit; and they have
the aid of a secretary who does his work
gratuitously, There is in the Westonia
distriet a crowd of new settlers, migrants,
many without means, whe becanse of rough
living and changed conditions form a large
proportion  of the Westonia hospital's
paticuts. Whon T go to the Minister I am
told that the Westonia hospital committee
have doue well in making expenditnre and
income very nearly meet, but that they ean-
not expect much assistance from the de-
partment, who have not the requisite eash.
Next I would take the oppomenis of the
State Lotteries Bill to Kellerberrin, where
the people, on the strength of a promise
made by a previous Government and con-
firmed by the present Governmernt, have
ordered an up-to-date X-ray apparatus,
The Kellerberrin hospital, too, is prae-
tically supported by voluntary contribu-
tions, However, the X-ray apparatus is
uow at Fremantle, and the Kellerberrin hos-
pital committee really do need some ~g-
sistance. Once more I applied to the de-
partment for assistance towards a mater-
nity ward, but received the same reply,
¢“No funds.'’” At Meckering there is a
well-equipped hospital supported by earnest
people. Here once more an application for
assistance brought from the department the
reply, ‘““No money.”’ I am indeed pleased
to kmow that the Minister and his depart-
ment are giving attention to child welfare.
There is great need for it in this State. .
1 hope the State Lotteries Bill will be
passed.

AMr,
I +would mnot

TEESDALE (Roebourne) [9.50]:
have risen but for the
invitation of the member for Xim-
berley that my electorate should take
over his electorate’s lepers. The leprosy
bnsiness is nothing new—at all events not
to me, though it may be to the member
for Kiunberley. We have had leprosy for
25 years in my electorate, and have never
squealed about it. T was indeed surprised
to hear a Minister advise the hon. member
to ‘‘buck in,’! while T was endeavouring to
snpport the Honorary Minister, My desire
wns to pay an indirect compliment to the
Government. The leper seare is practie-
ally confined to Derby, and most of the
agitation has been caused by a few
newchums there, I wish to congratulate the
officials of the department on their work,
I have seen the innmer workings of the de-
partment, and it was a satisfactery ex.
perience. Had it not heen for the pre-
cautions taken by the Prineipal Medieal
Officer, the whole trip to the North would
have been a farce and a waste of money.
Those precautions made the trip a great
success, and exeept as regards two stations
the object of the journey was attained,
T played a humble part in the matter. T
was simply a sort of caretaker of the turn-
out.
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The Minister for Lands: I thought I was
to be complimented on having sent up o
good man!

AMr, TEESDALE: Well, of course you
could not expect anyone on fhis side to say
that. However, I was very pleased with
the trip, and 1 am sure the Premier will
uot mind my saying that the scheme orip-
inated with the ex-Premier, and was tho-
roughly well carried out,

My, Taylor: What about the motor car!

Mr. TEESDALE: Oh that was a dead
frost.  However, this leprosy is nothing
new. The Wyndham people are not exer-
tising their minds aboot it. There is no
revolution either in Broome or at Sampson,
and I have not heard of anything doing at
Carnarvon. X was surprised to find the
splendid precantions taken by the depart-
ment at Derby. I have never seen a place
better cared for, I should like it to go on
record that the whole trip was splendidly
organised by the chief medical officer and
was 4 great suceess.

Mr. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [9.54]: I
rise to stress the urgent mecessity for the
establishmeut of dental clinics in this State.
A couple of months ago I introduced a
deputation to the Minister for Health ask-
ing for dental clinics, and if the Treasurer
had been more lenient to us probably some-
thing would have eventuated. It is of no
use employing medical officers and nurses
to go around the schools telling the child-
ren that their teeth are in a bad state if
we are not to follow it to its logical con-
clusion and provide dental elinics for deal-
ing with them. I am disappointed to find
there is nothing on the Estimates for this
purpose and I hope that, in the near foture,
something will be done. I would even go
so far as to cut out the inspection of school
children if, by so doing, we could provide
dental clinies, Tt is wnnecessary to tell the
children that their teeth requirc attention
if we cannet provide dental clinica,

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt Margaret) [9.56):
Lect me for the moment eonfine my remarks
te my own electorate, where the population
has greatly diminished, but where, neverthe-
less, it is still necessary that hospitals
should be maintained. The cost of hospital
maintenance up there is very high, if only
on aceount of the sparsity of the popula-
tion; and they are not getting sufficient
from the Goveranment to enable them to
carry on. Tn one place in my electorate
hospital maintenance is costing the workers
on the mines something like £6 per annum
per man, At Laverton two years ago
married men were paying 2s. 3d. weekly
for hospital maintenance and I am told
the people of Leonora are paying £4 10s.
per annum for the same purpose. Of course
Leonora has quite a large population as
compared with Laverton and Morgans, I
hope the Government will not be niggardly
in the support of these outsille' hospitals.
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It is dificult for the Government to find
the necessary funds, but it is infinitely
more difiicult for the people up there to
have to maintain their own hospitals. The
nearest doetor to Morgans or to Laverton
iy the doctor at Leooora, and so both at
Laverton and Morgans the hospital patients
have to depend on the skill of the lgeal ma-
tron. I listened with interest to the Min-
ister when he was referring to the Perth
Hospital. He declared that to bring that
hospital vp to date would cost £30,000. He
expressed regret that he was unable to meet
the obligations necessary to enable the hours
of the nurses to be shortenzid. I suggest to
him the adoption of a scheme that I, when
¢hairman of the Perth Hospital Board, put
up to the seeretary. The Minister will know
that over the casuvalty ward some 30 wards-
maids and housemaids are being accommo-
dated. There was a two-storcy building in
Murray-street that the Government conld
have rented for £5 weekly. It would have
accommodated the maids, thus affording
additional room for 30 nnrses in those
quarters. The cost of suitably fur-
nishing those rooms would have heen baut
very low. Speaking from memory I think
the total cost of the scheme was £3,000,ihe
major portion of which would have gone in
furnishing the rooms, at a cost of about
£27 per room. Then when the new guarters
were built that furniture counld have been
utilised. Consequently, the increased cost
of maintenance would have been confined
virtvally to the small salaries of 13 nurses,
mostly probationers. Thig would have made
it possible to give the nursing staff the re-
dueed@ hours of 52 per week. At present
the nurses are working 62 hours weekly and
it is suggested that those hours be reduced
by ten, and that the nurses get u half-holi-
day per week. To-day their only holidays
arc three weeks at the end of each year.
They have one day off in each week, but
that is their Sunday. T will supply the
Minister with the full details of the scheme,
and, if he will go into it, I am confident
that he must regard it with favour. It
would give welcome relief to the nursing
staff. Tt is not wise for the Government to
wait till they can see their way elear to
the expenditure of £50,000 before effecting
any reform.

Hon. 8. W. Mnnsie: It is not proposed
to wait until then. It is estimated that
£3,000 will give the nurses ample quarters.

Mr. TAYLOR: ¥You can afford them im-
mediate relief for a very small expenditure.
T appeal to the Minister to give comsidera-
tion to thiz and to the needs of those hos-
pitals in outback centres.

Mr. MARSHALL (Murchisen) {10.2]:
[ agree with the Minister that he has a
very diffieult row to hoe, inasmuch as the
funds available are so inadequate. T hope
his efforts to raise money for charities nn-
der the Lotteries Bill will be suceessful.
People who travel in the more remote parts
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of the State and see what medical atten-
tion is given, and how hard a task it 1s
for ,the people to maintain their hospitals,
will surely not bhe ready ito gamnble with
the lives of our eitizens by desiring to see
the defeat of the Lotteries Bill. I endorse
the remarks ot the member for Cue with re-
gard to the case of Constable Hubbard of
Yalgoo. Something should be done to in-
vestigate that matter. 1t seems to have heen
somewhat hwman on the part of Dr. Hun-
gerford in going 30 miles away from Ger-
aldton when be knew this patient was in
& dangergus condition and was on the train
going to him for treatment. 1t may be
that the doctor had just as important a
ease to deal with elsewhere, but it would
be a good thing to ascertain why the un-
fortunate man was allowed to remain in
agony until it was too late to save his life.
T agrec with the Honorary Minister who
said that an effort should be made to re-
duce infant mortality, and that a good
way of doing so was by employing lecturers
to instruct mothers and those about to be-
eomo mothers. He maintained that ignor-
ance was largely responsibie for the trouble.
There is need for tuition along these lines,
and for some one to impart that instrue-
tion. Other faetors, however, enter into
congideration. There is a lack of sympathy
towards the proper housing, care, attention
and clothing of infants. Women who are
about to become mothers are often allowed
to live in unhealthy surroundings. What
is needed to remedy that difficulty is a Fair
Rents Bill. Notwithstanding our alleged
civilisation aml up-to-date laws, we some-
times fil three or four families domi-
eiled in one small hwmpy, because of the
high rents that are charged. That sort of
thing is bad for prospective mothers, who
are very often ill-fed and ill-clad in addi-
tion te being ill-housed. This is just as
important a matter as the giving of lec-
tures.

My, Taylor: There i3 no provision on the
Estimates for this.

Mr., MARSHALL: The hon. member can
say as much from his seat as he can when
he is standing up, but I intend to express
my opinion in spite of his interjections.

Mr, Taylor: I must consider myself
squashed.

Afr, MARSHALL: Xot only do people
outback contribute direetly to the mainten-
ance of their hespitals, but they contribute
very largely by indireet means, and by run-
ning entertninments and bazaars. I believe
that certain institutiona are solely main-
tained by the Government without any loecal
effort being made for their upkeep,

Mr. Sampson: The position is unfair.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes.

Mr, Taylor: Thes are old-established in.
stitutions, too.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. I must protest
against that kind of thing. At Meeka.
tharra there is a hospital, but no other medi-
cal conveniences north of it nearer than
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Port Hedland, The doctor visits Marble
Bar weckly. When a serious accident oc-
curs the patient is run straight into Meeka-
tharri, sometimes as great a distanee as 500
miles. Notwitbstanding the splendid efforts
of the local people to maintain the hospital,
when they approach the Government for a
slight increase in the subsidy they are
turned down, because the money is wanted
for the sole maintenance of the other insti-
tutivns I have mentioned, The Govern-
ment should chamge that policy, and ask
every institution te make some local effort
towards its maintenance. This could he
arranged on a per capita basis. A town
with a population of 3,000 could readily
maintain a small hospital, but as things
are very little ja done. Evidently they got
money from the Treasury in the early days,
established themselves, and foreced the Gov-
ermnent t0 go on maintaining them to the
detriment of other distriets. Meekatharra
has to supply the needs of people hundreds
of miles away, but receives nothing in re-
tarn. The Government should take into
consideration the amount that is raised
locally, and, when a little more assistanee
is agked for, shonld do their best to give
it. [ also wish to refer to the ramshackle
building called the Wiluna Hospital. Like
the school, this was damaged by the eyelone.
Instead of reconstructing the female
ward, thé Government of the day
divided the male ward into two wards.
I have lately seen the alterutions and remo-
vations, and doubt if a health inspector in
Perth would pass the building as a fit place
to keep prize dogs in. I do not know what
eonception those responsible for the build-
ing have of the likes and dislikes of the
outback people. Imagine a small reom 20ft,
by 12, with a partition three feet by two on
top, and ordinary hessian hanging down,
being used for patients of hoth sexes. There is
no ecalsomine or paint to be seen, and noth-
ing is done to brighten up the wards. There
is a female ward at one end of the room and
a male ward at {he other., The whole thing
is damnable. Tmagine any departmental au-
thority thinking it was a fair thing to put
female patients into a ward like that divided
by a thin partition from th: male ward, 1
cannot think that any official would like to
see hizs tother or sister houred in such a
building. I am sure the official who re-
commiended the alteration would hold up his
hands in horror if he were invited to send
his sister there as a patient. Quite recently
the matron gave up her own room to a fe-
male patient and slept outside herself, he-
cause she had too much womanly deceney to
ask the patient to put up with such accom-
modation. The position ia seandalous, and
ie certainly not an induecement to people to
remain outback, Tt is no wonder our citi-
zens are continually coming to Perth, where
people can demand s¢ much more considera-
tion, because of the influenco they can bring
to bear upon the Government. The building
is not painted, and generally, patients should
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not be asked to put up with such accommo-
dation. With regard to the Weoroloo Sana-
torium, I have nothing to say about the
medical side of it. This State is fortunate
in having so valuable an officer ag Dr. Mit-
chell in charge of it. He is one of the
ablest and most competent medical men in
the State. I must alse speak highly of his
assistant. The enfire medical staff is to ba
admired. The sisters work hard and are
most efficient. I have, however, something to
say about the food supplies. I have asked
questions from iime to timg, conecrning the
snpplies of meat, bread, and fish. T have
also approached the JMinister personally
about the bread. I had his assurance that
an investization had been made and that
there would be little doubt that black and
sour bread wounid be abolished.

Mr. Chesson: The bread is good now.

Mr. MARSHALL: Last Sunday the only
change in the bread was that it was not so
black, but it was still sour.

Mr. Chesson: 1 thought the bread was all
right.

My, MARSHATLIL: Three patients are
buying their bread in Fremantle, becanse the
bread at the institution is unpalatable. 1
de not know whether the manager or the
secretary is responsible for answering ques-
tions asked in this House. I asked if the
Honorary Minister knew that general dis-
satisfaction prevailed at the imatitutiom, and
he replied that very few complaints had
been made. General djssatisfaction umn-
doubtedly exists in regard to the food sup-
plies.

Mr, Teesdale: The foed generally?

Mr, MARSITALL: Yes. The fish that
reaches there is sometimes putrid.

Mr. Sampson: Have you seen any putrid
fish there?

Mr. MARSHALL: I go there more often
than the member for Swan, and have a per-
feet right to say what I see is going on
there.

Mr. Taylor:
the management.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Honorary Min-
ister has been misled and is still being mis-
led in regard to the bread and fish supply
at Wooroloo. Then, again, within the last
few days the milking machines have been
restored at the dairy and now milk is eut
off the tables. 'The position is unfair.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: The milking machines
are going to remain, too.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not care whether
the Minister puts in 100 milking machines;
the only thing I am comeerned about i3 the
shortage of milk for the patients.

Hon, S. W. Munsie: I was there on Mon-
day last and they told me there was no
shortage. The drop in the milk supplies is
only five or six gallons a day.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister ean get
all the information he wants from the in-
mates.

All that militates against
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Hon, 8, W, Munsie: I got it from a com-
mittee appointed by the men when I was up
there,

Mr. MARSHALL: Last Sunday when 1
wns at Wooroloe the milk had been taken
from the tables. Another matter that the
Miniaster ecan inquire into is that of the egg
supply at the institution. There is ar abun-
dance of eggs at certain periods of the year
and a smaller supply at others, This, of
course, is hearsay, but ths Minister may
make inquiries 23 to the truth of what I am
about to say. Fresh eggs come in daily, but
they arc not served out to the patients;
pickled eggs are given to ihe patients and
the fresh eggs are put in pickle.

Mr, Taylor:  What is the advantage
gained?

Mr. MARSHALL: That is what I want
to know,

Mr, Sampson:
position?

Mr, MARSHALL: I have been told it is
so by more than one patient. I understand
also that & big supply of fresh eggs is being
sent from Wooroloo to other institutions.

Hon, §, W, Munsie: Not one.

Mr. MARSHALL: The Minister, of
course, will know whether what I am astat-
ing is correct. I am not prepared to back
up that statement, hut I do know that the
bread, meat, and fish are not what they
should be.

Mr. Tayler: They tender for the best
meat.

Mr. MARSHATL: I asked the Minister
to ascertain whether frozen meat was heing
supplied there.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: The contract pro-
vildes for a certain quantity of frozen meat
being supplied,

Mr. MARSHALL: The reply to my ques-
tion was that the price paid for meat was
814d. 'Was that for frozen beef?

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: No, fresh meat.

Mr. MARSHALL: My object in obtain.
ing all the information possible was for
the purpose of getting at the possibility
of slaughtering at the institution,

Hop. 8. W. Munsie: That is not possible
unless £2,500 is found.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not prepated to
accept that as being absolutely carrect. Wa
ore paying 8l%4d. for beef, and what are
we getting for it. Not fresh beef. The
Minister should have said that a certain
quantity of beef was going in at a re-
duced price.

Hon. S. 'W. Munsie: That is not so.

Mr. MARSHALL: Certain patients are
compelled to take the roughest part of the
beast, No choice meat is going irto the
institution, but if the cattle were slaugh-
tered there, the whole of the beast would
be utilised, and the meat that cannot now
be obtained would be arvailable. There is
plenty of land around the iostitution, and
I should like to have expert adviee as to
whether or not it would be cheaper to col-
lect stock from the Wooroloo side of Nor-

Are you sore that is the
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tham and slaughter it in the vicinity of
the institution, In that way the patients
would get the Dbest parts of the beast.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: They get the best
now.

Mr. MARSHALL: Unless a keen eye i3
kept on the meat that goes into the insti-
tution, the contractor will send inferior
stuff there. My knowledge of contractors
of food supplies leads me to believe that
that is not impossible, When we reach Ttem
17, **Becretary, €348, I shall move to
reduce it by £1, as o protest against the
class of food that is being supplied to
patients. Some of the patients aetually
buy their own bread because that which is
baked at the imstitution is not eatable. A
baker is employed there all the year round
and he has very little else to do but to bake
bread. Yet bread shown to me when I was
therc the other day was black and seur. I
protest against this treatmemt of the
patients at Wooroloe; I place some of those
unfortunate men om the same plane as a
returned scldier. They have given their
lives to an industry that has been respon-
sible for a great deal of suffering and dis-
tress, and the ultimate end stares them in
the fave. 1 do not blame the Minister; I
know he is sympathetic, and that he is
familiar with the disease that compels many
unfortunate people to end their days at
the sanatorium. The Minister, however,
has been misled or misinformed. I find
from questions asked in the House that one
eannot tely on getting a truthfu! reply.
This is the second occasion on which replies
given to me in this House were deliberate
lies,

Mr. Teesdale: In this House?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes; a reply from a
departmental officer, written and signed by
him, [t is a pretty mess when members,
asking for information, get from depart-
mental officers, through the Minister,
answers that are totally inaccurate. I am
going to move to reduce the Estimates, be-
cause I have not had a truthful reply to
my questions and the Minister is not get-
ting the assistance that he should.

Mr. LAMOND (Pilbara) [10.30]: T
want to draw the Minister's attention to
a scriops anomaly. For several months,
from December of last year until March
of this year, the Marble Bar hospital was
left in charge of a Chinaman, the matron
having gone away. The doctor attending
that hospital lives at Hedland, 114 miles
distant, and visits the hospital weekly.
Because the matron was away, sick people
had to go to Port Hedland. I want te draw
attention to this in order that, when in
future the matron leavea the hosapital, some-
bady shall be told off to take her place.

Mr. NORTH (Claremeont) [10.32]: There
is certainly room for improvement in the
way the department ig handled. I propose
to refer to three reforms that should be
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brought about in the administration of the
department. The first has to do with the
question of sewerage. Some £2,000,000 has
been spent on sewerage in the metropolitan
area, and that applies to only 30,000 peo-
ple, whereas the rest of the metropolitun
area ik still under the ¢ld pan gystem, The
department are to blame to this extent, that
they are permitting householders in the
suburbs to instal septie tanks costing any-
thing up to £100 or more. 1f  the
Health Department are anxious te have
deep sewerage throughout the metropolitan
area, they should prevent, or at all events
limit, the installation of septic tanks.
On the other hand, when a Joecal au-
thority wants to put in septic tanks
throughout a seburb the Health Depart-
ment will npot appraeve of it. This
inconsistency requires looking into. The
department should deecide onece for all
whether they endorse the pan system, or
whether they propose to allow individual
householders to set up septic tanks.

Hon, S, W, Munpsie: The department do
not control the sewerage. They can only
recommend.

Mr. NORTH: But they are neither con-
demning nor recommending the septic tanks.

The CHAIRMAN: This question can be
more properly dealt with at a later stage.

Mr, NORTH: The second complaint I
bhave to make has to do with ventilation.
Ajr is very cheap, but in many shops and
theatrcs in  Perth there is bhardly any
ventilation at all. It is disgraceful. Under
the Health Aet the chief wmedieal officer
has full power to deal with the question.
Occasionally we have epidemics of diseases
such as influenza, one of the chief causes
of which is bad ventilation; yet both in

‘private houses and in shops ventilation i3

largely neglected. There the department
should use their great powers, The third
point concerns the notifieation and arrest
of fatal diseases in their early stages.
Probably very few know the symptoms
of serious diseases such as cancer and
tuberculosis, yet no steps are taken to pub-
lish the symptoms of those diseases. The
average man, on being attacked, soon
reaches a stage at which he haa to go to a
medieal adviser, and so the ailment cannot
be arrested, if at all, except at great ex-
pense. Thus, we get back to the old posi-
tion of cure rather than prevemtion, It
may bo that these three points are not
being dealt with by the department because
experts and doctora differ. I do not be-
lieve that the department are unanimous as
to what is the best and safeet avstem of
sewerage, or as fo whether ventilation is of
vital importance. Then again, there is un-
certainty as te the validity of symptoms;
unfortunately the symptoms of a bad eold,
of influenza, and of typhoid, are practically
the same. Perhaps it i3 because of that
the department do not wotify the public of
the symptoms of dangerous diseases. These
three matters ecould be attended to. Very
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little cost would be involved as it would
merely be a matter of disseminating the
knowledge of our cxperts instead of keep-
ing to themselves until too late.

Item, District Medical Officers and Phy-
sictans, £9,550:

Mr. SAMPSON: I should like an explan-
ation as to why this item has been reduced
by £314.

Hon, 8. W. MUNSIE: In administering
the moneys available under this vote, the
first consideration iz to make funds avail.
able ae far as possible in distriets where,
but for some subsidy, medical practitioners
could not settle. To meet the needs of the
new distriets that are springing wp from
time to time, it becomes necessary fre-
nuently to revise the subsidies paid in some
of the older districts, so that as medieal
practice in the older areas becomes more
stable, subsidies ecan be reduced and the
maoncy diverted to the newer areas.

Item, Wooroloo Sanatorium, Chief Resi-
dent Medical Officer, £352:

Mr. SAMPSON: I have heen informed
that it is intended to remove from the sana-
torium to the Old Men’s Home a large
number of the patients who are able to
walk. Ts that under consideration?

The Minister for Lands: That was done
in your time.

Mr. SAMPSON: It was not.

Hon. 8, W. MUNSIE: A week last Mon-
day when T visited the sanatorium, the same
question was asked me by at least half a
dozen inmates. T do not know how the
rumour got about. A week prior to that
the secretary to the Health Department put
in three days at Wooroloo carrving out his
duties, and whether it was gleaned from
some hint he dropped that some of the older
patients were te be removed, I do not know.
While T am administering the Health De-
partment no man will be remaved from the
sanatorium to the Old Men's Home, 1If the
necessity to remove some of the patients
from Wooroloo arises it will be when we
have another more suitable home in which
to place them.

Mr. SAMPSON: I am glad to hear the
Minister’s statement, There are all the
facilities at Wooroloo to give the patients
the special treatment they require and to
enable the staff to cope with 211 the proh-
tems,

ftem,
£348:

Mr, MARSHALL: T do not wish to do
an injustice te anvone, but I should like to
know whether the seeretary is the person
who put up the answers te my questions
recently, If so, I shall move to reduce his
salary.

Mr, Wilson: The Minister iz responsible.

Mr. MARSHALL: He refers the gques-
tions to departmental officers. Tf T were
satisfied this man was responsible for the
food supply at the sanatoriom, T would
move for & reduction of his salary,

Wooroloo Sanatorium, secretary,
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Hon. 8. W, Muusie: The secrctary at

Wooroloe was not responsible for the an-
swers.
Mr, SAMPSON: I have read the ques-
tion and I consider the member for Mur-
chison is justified in his objeation., The
Minister might have elaborated his answer
and given it with more candour. The hon.
member asked the price paid for meat sup-
plied to the sanatorium, and the Minister
replied by giving eertain information.

The Premier: Did you put up all the
answers to questions asked of you?

Hon, 8ir James Mitchell: Of course we

id.

Mr. SAMPSON: I remember one answer
that was not quite in order and T heard a
little about it from the Premier and the
Minister for Works. There was an absence
of candour in the Honaorary Minister’s an-
swer,

The Premier: Not on the part of the
Honorary Minister.

Mr, SAMPSONXN: I refer to the answer
to the guestion. It lacks candour.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: In what way?

The Minister for TLands: What is wrong
with the answerf

Mr. SBAMPSON; The member for Mur-
chison is entitled to a full reply to his
question,

The Premier: You pave some weird an-
swers to questions that were asked of you.

Vote pnt and passed.

Houge adiourned at 11.5 pm.

Legislative Council,
Wednesday, 5th November, 1924,
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The PRESTDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.n, and read prayers.

QUESTION—LANT). CONDITIONAL
PURCHASE.

Hon. A. BURVILL asked the Colonial
Seeretary: 1, What i3 the largest area of
first class conditional purchase land that
can be held by one persen? 2, What is the
largest area of second class conditional pur-



